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THIRTIETH

~ONGRESS-SECOND

SESSION.:

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
-t:A.NNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

-.,--------LETTER
·THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TJt.A.l{IKITTIJTG

The annual repor_t of the Commissioner of the General Land O.ffice.

DECEMBER

IS, 1848.

Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

.

December 13,, 1848.
SIR: I respectfully submit herewith a report to this department, ·
from the Commissioner of tihe General Land Office, with the ac-companying documents, exhibiting the operations of that branch
()f the public service during the past year.
~
Among other ya}uable suggestions contained in the very able report of the Commissioner, will be found a recommendation of the
grant by Congress, as the local legislature of the District of Columbia, of the public lots within its limits, as also a po.rti1>n of the
public domain, for the establishment of a system of common s,chools
within the District.
A system of schools here, to be really public, must pr.e sent ade-<J.Uate accommodations for the whole number of children of suitable·
age within th~ District, and with a character of education so superior to th<!t attainable in any other school within its limits, that
all the c'itizens would prefer to have their children instructed at
such institutions, free of aU\ charge whatever. Such a system now
~xists in New England, Pe~nsylvania, a!ld New York, and is being
~xtended to other States, w1th new and 1m proved modes of organization and instruGtion.
The system of public schools, so indispensable to the continue~
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and progress of our free institutions, was first introduced;·
into general and diffusive use by the peop]e of this country, and
especially.of New England, and may be regarded as among the
highest moral achievements ever accomplished by man. Such a
system~ from the scattered population of this District and city, ~ot
being an emporium of commerce or manufactures, possessing great
intelligence, but accompanierl with but little wealth, and with acomparatively small population, could not be put in operation here
without the aid of Congress. Where a· perfect system cannot be
established, and the public schools are not the best )n the place, it
leads to a separation of the children of the more wealthy from .
those less favored by fortune, during the important period of youth
and education, creating a want of sympathy, and a distinction be-tween them, which too often continues through life. The children
of all the citizens should meet on the same footing of perfect.
equality in the district school rooms; <md no matter what might be
their different fate in future life, they shCluld all commence theircareer with the same fund in that treasury of knowledge which
is subject neither to bankruptcy nor decay. There are assembled·
at this seat of government, to conduct all its imp€>rtant operations,
our legislati,·e, executive, and judicial functionaries; and they
should be surrounded here ,by a population reflecting the lights of
science, of knowledge, and of education. Those who visit this
city from abroad, and especially the· representatives of the great,'
nations of the earth residing here, often judge ·of our country by
what is observed by them within the limited sphere of this Dis- .
trict, and form opinions as regarrls our government and ' people,..
wltich are communicated abroad, and if these are unfavorable, re-tard the happy influence of our country in extending by its example our free institutions throughout the eqrth. Pecuniary means.
only are wanting to establish here such a system, which could beabundantly supplied in the mode uesignat{'d in the accomp~. nying
report of the Commissioner of th e General Land Office, whose en-·
lightened and comprehensive v ie vs on this most important subject .
I earnestly recommend to the favor ;~ ble consideration of Congress ...
I am, very respectfu ly, .&c.,
R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treasury.

C. WINTHROP,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Hon. RoBERT

GENE~AL

LAND OFFICE,

November 30, 1848. ·
SIR: As preliminary to details of the annual operations and views:
. of the land department of th government respecting the disposal
of the public lands, the recent large recessions to it suggest the
propriety of some reference to its locality and area .
"Th~ public domain," in which the ge11 eral goven1men t possesses a proprietary interest, lies within the limits of twelve of
~he ~overeign

States of the J.. ~erican Union, to wit: Ohio, Indiana,.
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Illinois, Missouri, t\labama, Mississippi,. Louisiana, ~Iichigan, Arkansas, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Florida, and in the following territories, viz:
In the territory north and west of the Mississippi river, and east
of the Rocky mountains, bounded on the north by the 49th degree
of north latitude, east by the Mississippi river, south by the State
of Iowa and Platte river, and west by the Rocky mountains; in
the residue of the northwestern terri tory, east of the Mississippi
river, and northwest of Wisconsin; in the Indian territory, west of
the States of Missouri and Arkansas, anti south of the Platte river,
and in the territories of Oregon, Upper California, and New Mexico.
Thi8 domain, by estimate, covers, according to exhibit No. 1,
herewith, fifteen hundred and eighty -four millions two hundred
and forty"-three thousand two hundred acres; of which, up to th~
30th September last, about one hundred and forty-two millions.
twenty-six theusand and three acres had been sold or otherwise
disposed of, leaving then unsold fourteen hundred and forty-two
millions two hundred and seventeen thousand one hundred and
ninety-seven acres.
It consists in the new, and part of the old territories, of large
connected bodies of land,, and in the old land States, and part of
the old territories, of hundreds of thousands of small detached
and scattered tracts or pa-rcels, the whole being comprised within
about the 25th and 49th degrees of north latitude, and ab-out the
80 h and 124th degrees of longitude, weit from Greenwich.
Here, .indeed, we have a magnificent estate, which cannot fai
under proper management of being a rich and continued source of
national revenue for generations to come, whilst under the liberal
and generous policy of our government it invites, in terms ~I most
nominal, the inhabitants of every clime, who seek citizer ship in
ou republic, to a home for themselves and families of in lependence and comfort, in climates of every temperature, w1th soils
abounding in varitd wealth, agricultural and mineral, and of exhaustless fertility.
In submitting this report of the operations of thi, branch of the
public service, for the year 1847, and the first three qnarters of the
year 1848, the first matter in detail which engages attention is:
1.

THE SURVEY AND DISPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC LANDS.

Ohio.-The whole of the public lands in this State; which contains an area of 39,964 square miles, or 25,576,960 acres, have been
sm veyed, and the township plats returned to this office and the respective district land offices. The books, plats, field notes, &c.
appertaining "to the surveys therein, have been transferred to the
proper authorities of the State, under acts of 12th June, 1840, and
3d March, 1845, and that part of t.he busin.ess of the surveyor ge.neral's office,. northwest of the Oh10, relatmg to surveys, &c., in
this State, entirely closed up. The land districts have been consolidated, from time to time, as the sales have progressed, until the
number of the local land office.s h&s been reduced to two, one of which
~s located at Chilicothe and t.he other at Defiance, All the land
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iiave been proclaimed and offered at public sale; and there still rem ain of the pttblic lands to be disposed of in this State, as near as
.can be ascertained, about 875,465 acres.

lndiana.-ln this State, having an area of 33,809 square miles,
or 21,637,760 acres, the whole of the public lands have been sur•eycd, and the township plats returned: to this and the district land
ofices. The surve ys in this .S tate having been finished, the survey01' general has been instructed to have the plats, field notes, &c.,
pertaining to tho se sur veys co"?pleted, and transferred to the authorities of the State .by, or before, the 30th June next, as required
y the acts of 12th June, 1840, and 3d March, 1845. The surveyor general reports that he will be able to comply with those in structions; consequently, after that shall have been done, the aut hority of the surveyor general northwest of the Ohio will be re stricted to the State of Michigan. All the public lands in this
State have also be en proclaimed and offered at public sale; and of
t hose land·s about 3)572,645 acres remain unsolr and undisposed of.
1

ltlinois.-The area of this Sta.te is 55,405 square miles, or
·35,459,200 acres. The whole of the public lands have been surveyed, and the plats return~d to the district land offices, with the
-exception of a few detached tracts, all of which will be completed,
owever, together with the plats, records, &c., connected therewith, under instructions fron this office, and the latter turned over
te the authorities of the State by the 30th of June next, or as soon
thereafter as practicable, as required by the act of 12th June, 1840.
All the lands which have been surveyed have been proclaimed and
effeu~d at public sale; and there still remain 15,693,076 acres of
public lands in this State to be sold, or disposed of.
.Michigan.-ln this State, having an area of 56,243 square miles
35,995,520 acres, the surveys have been executed, and plats returned to this office and the district land offices of 28,177,185 acres;
and of the remainder, it i& estimated that 1,478,400 acres will be
-surveyed, and the plats returned during the ensuing year. With
"the exception of about 529,000 acres. in the southern peninsula, all
'the lands remaining to be survey.:d in Michigan are in th1e upper
peninsula. Of the public lands in this State, it is estimated that
't..here are remaining to be sold, or disposed of, about 25,097,296
.acres.
Ol'

Wiscon.sin.-It is estimated that there is contained wi_thin the
bou nd aries of this State an area of 53,924 squate mil es , or
:34 ,5 11 )360 acr es . Of this area, 14,352,879 aeres ha ve been surveyed , anrl the plats returned to this and the dis1r ict land offict>s;
and of t he rem ainder, it is estimated teat 1,344}000 acre.s will be
surveyed, and the plats returned during the next year. All the
liands in this State, the plats of which were received in time, have
:VN)n proclaim'ed and offered at public sale; and 28,863,763 acres
· still rem a in unsolJ. and undisposed of.
~.,.1owa.-The boundaries of
\

this State include 50,915 square miles 2
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or 32,584,960 acres. Of these 14,803,386 acres have been_ surveyed
and the plats returned; and of the balance, 2,240,000 acres, it i...
expected, will be surveyed, and the plats returned in the ensuing
year. Of thr lands in this State which have been prepared for
market, and not yet offered at public sale, the greater part are
situated between Brown's and Sullivan's line;::·and will not, cf
course, be o:tfered till the question of boundary between Missou:r·
and Iowa, now pending before the Supreme Court of the United
States, shall hp.ve been definitively settled. Of the puhlic lands i
this State, adopting Sullivan's line as the south bounqary, 29,868;)038 acres remain unsold and undisposed of.

Missouri.-In this State, with an area of 67,380 square miles, o
43,123,200 acres, 41,486,437 acres have been surveyed, and th
plats returned to this office and to the offices of the respective land
districts . Of the remainder, it is estimated that 1,200,000 acres wil
be surveyed, and the plats return~d during the next year; and if i
he determined that Sullivan's line is ' the northern boundary, those
returns will nearly Close the surveys in this State.
All the disposable land which has been survryed has been proclaimed an
offered at public sale; and, adopting Sullivan's line as the norther
boundary, there are 29,766,74.0 acres of public lands remaining unsold and undisposed of.
Arkansas.- The surveys of the whole of the pub lie lands in thi
State, the area of which is 52,198 square miles, or 33,406,720 acres,.
have been executed, or are in process of being completed; and the
plats of nearly all those lands have been returned to this and th
district land offices.
Under instructions from this office, the surveyor general 1s closing up the business of his district, and by the
30th of June next the whole of the surveys will be finished, the
1;0aps, field notes, &c., pertaining to these surveys, will be com ..
plett:J aod turned over to the authorities o~ the State, as require
by the act of 12th of June, 1840. All the disposable public land~
in this .State, the plats of which were received in time, have been.
proclaimed and offered at public sale; and it is expected that the
next proclamation will embrace all the residue that can be brough
into market. Of these lands, 27,669,207 acres remain unsold an
undisposed of.
Louisiana .-Th·e area of this State is 46,431 square miles, o
29,715,840 acres. Of these, 20,343,442 acres have been surveyed,
anu the plats returned to the proper land offices and to this office;
and of ~he balance, it is expected that ' 336,000 acres of new lands
will be surveyed, and the plats returned during the next year.
Grea•· and peculiar difficulties have surrounded tbe surveys in this
State, anJ prevented their •early completion. Most of those made
at an early period were very defective; owing, as appears from
tht·ir history, to the inadequacy of the price then paid for that "
service; many were fra~Idulent, and others, owing to the intricacy
of the boundaries and the vagueness of locality, were either not
surveyed, or so executed thdt no confidence could be reposed in.:

.them.

This was peculiarly _the case in the Greensburg dUti1ct

•

/
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and finally led to the passage of the act of 29th August, 1842,
directing a re-survey of the whole of the lands in that district.
That work has been carried on as rapidly as the peculiar circumstances of the case would admit, and i~ now speedily drawing to a
conclusion.
Numerous re-surveys have alfo been required and ,
executed in the other distric.ts, and many still remain to be done.
It is expected, however, that by a careful and judicious investigation, both b.y the surveyor general and this office, where re · sur"~ys appear to be required, and by the adoption of a system for
completing the surveys and locations of private claims in all such
cases, that the difficulties and embarrassments which exist will
finally and speedily be overcome. Nearly a million of aqres which
have been surveyed in this State have not been ·offered at public
sale, for the reason that some of them are interfered with by private claims, and others are· reported as erroneous or fraudulent
surveys.
These difficulties will be removed as speedily as practicable, and in all cases that will admit of · it, the lands will be
brought into market. Of the public lands in this State, surveyed
and ·unsurveyed, there remain 23,S77 ,775 acres yet to be disposed .

..of.

~

Mississippi.-I,n this State, having an area of 47,147 square miles,
or 30,174,080 acres, the whole of the public lands have been surveyed and brought into market 1 and the plats returned to this
office and the respective district land offices. Numerous retracings
and re surveys have also been made, to locate private claims, supply lost field notes, and correct erro·neous surveys. The surveyor
general of this State has been instructed to finish all the surveys
3.nd re-surveys now on hand, and to complete the plats, field notes',
&c., cornected with the surveys, that they may be turn ed over to
the authorities of the State, as required by thE act of 12th June,
1840, by the 30th June next. He has assured this office of his determination to comply · with those instructions, but at the same time
suggests that this course may be prejudicial to the interests of the
owners of some of the private claims which have not yet been lo·
cated. The difficulties suggested in this case can easily be remedied by the pa ~ sage of an act, rendered absolutely necessary by
the closing of these offices, and which will be considerP.d and ex·
plained in a subsequent part of this report.
Of the public lands
in this State, 11,815,040 acres remain unsold. and undisposed of.
I

.lllabama.-The lands in this State, the area of whi ch is 50,722
square miles, or 32,462,080 acres, have all been sur vey ed, or ::tre in
process of completion; the plats have been r etu rn eu to this office
and the district land offices, and, as far as avai lable, t he lands embraced by them have been proclaimed and · offered at public sale.
Numerous re-surveys have been made in this State, to supply the
field notes, which were unfortunately destroyed by a fire which consum-ed the office of the surveyor gerieral, wi t h many of the records.
The surveyor general has been instructed to complete the business
-of his office, and to prepare the plats, field notes, &c., connected
,w ith the surveys, to be I turned over to the authorities of the State

. Ex. Doc. No. 12...
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by the 30th June next, as required by the act of 12th June, 1840.
Of the public lands in this State, 17,516,346 acres remain the property of the government, and are subject to be sold, or otherwise
disposed of.

Florida.-The area of this State is 59,268 square miles, or 37,931,520 acres. Of these 15,032,052 acres· have been surveyed, and
the plats returned to the respective land offices, and to this office;
and, during the ensuing year, it is expected that the surveys will
be executed, and the plats returned, of 2,240,000 acres more. As
far as practicable the lands, the surveys of which have been completed and returned, have been proclaimed and offered at public
sale, and tl-tere now remain, the property of the government, and
subject to be disposed of, 36,137,137 acres, including those which
have not been surveyed.
·
In view of the numerous difficulties which have surrounded the
location of priv«\te claims in this State, and to which the attention
of Congress has been frequently called, that body, on the 28th
June, 1848, passed an act authorizing this office to cause to be surveyed :mch of those private claims or grants as had been duly confirmed; said surveys to be made by such persons, and on such terms,
as might be deemed most expedient and proper; the price, however, not to exceed twenty-five per ·cent. on the maximum price
per mile heretofore allowed by the U uited States in other States
or territories, in addition to such price.
As the regular duties of the surveyor general of Florida are
very onerous, and occupy the whole of his time and attention, and
as this law clearly con tern plated the execution of these surveys by
persons selected by this office, under a personal superintendence
and direction which could not, consequently, be given by that officer, deputies of known ability and experience were selected for
this service, and, with your approbation, placed under the direction
of a gentleman highly recommended as every way qualified to discharge this duty. All the persons employed on this service entered into bond, with approved security, for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in th m; and with instructions full and
minute on all points, have departed for the field of their operations. The object of those instructions was to secure the location
of those claims, as nearly a possible, in accordance with the terms
of the original grant, and according to the confirmation, and to
secure to the owner~ of those claims the lands which they had imp_roved and occupied as their own under these grants; and, by
commencing operations in the northern part of the State, locating
all the grants practicable, as they advanced, and progressing south,
that the whole should be finally completed as speedily and perfectly as possible. As this work has to be done under the personal
direction and supervision of the superintendent, who has been required to inform himself thoroughly of the character and location
of each grant, from th.e records of t~e surveyor general's office, and
those of the late keepers of the archives, it is hoped that all questions in relation to those locations will forever be put at rest, and

8
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-this serious difficulty to the sale of the lands, and the settlement-.
·of the State, be finaJly removed. When settlers can purchase, the·
rich and valuable lands of this State, yielding all the fruits of the··
tropics in the greatest abundance, and specia1ly ·adapted to the cui- .
tivation of sugar, cotton, and tobacco, with a certainty that their
titles will not in after times be disputed, we may look forward to
a rapid disposal ·o f those lands, and the consequent settlement of ·
the. State. The gentlemen entrusted with these duties have npt, ,
as, yet, been able to make any reports of their progress, owing to
the . tiD?-e that was requ_ired, after the appropriation was made for
this service, to prepare their instructions, and start them for the ·
field, and the additional time necessary to procure the facts an& '
evidence which must form the basis .o f their operations .
.By the same act, this qffice was authorized and directed to cause
to be surveyed, as soon as practicable, the islands and keys, and
other lands in south Florida, interspersed with. water, which cannot
conveniently be connected with the regular public surveys; the
price for this service being limited to the maximum price per mile
heretofore allowed for surveys by the United States in other Statesand territories.
·
On a full examination . of this matter, and on conference -with
you, in view of the fact that th~se islands, keys, and lands interspersed with water would have to be surveyed at an unusual expense for vessels and other conveniences, not re_quired in the ordinary linear surveys; that the officers of the· United States coast
survey possessed all these facilities, and were required by law to make all these surveys in the discharge of the d~ties imposed upon
them, except such lines as might be necessary to divide these lands .
into tracts of suitable size for sale; that under these circumstances.
the employment of deputies to make those · surveys would involve·
the execution of the work twice over, an~ consequently a double
expenditure of the public mon ey, it was deemed most expedient
and economical to entrust this duty to the coast survey., more es-pecially as Professor Bache, the gentleman having charge of that
service, was willing to detail a part of his force for that duty irn,...
mediately, and by every means in his power to advance the views
of Congress, and of this office, in this matter. Hence this course
has been taken, and the proper instructions have been issued as to
the preparation of these lands for market.
From the previous statements it will be perceived that the surveys have been closed, ·or are in process of completion, in Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Arkansas, Mississippi and Alabama; that the
plats, field ndtes, &c. connected with the surveys, have been tur111ed,
over to the authorities of the State, as directed by the act of 12th
June, 1840, in the case of Ohio, and will be in all the others py the ·
30th June next, or as soon thereafter as practicable. In all these
cases the governors of the States have been requested to make the
necessary arrangements for the reception of those archives by the · 1
. 30th June next, when the surveyors general have been instructed'
to turn them over;
'
· It is but justice-.to the surveyors gene~al to state that they have
~bly carried out the views of Congress and of this office, in pressing:
1
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on the surveys of the public lands and the location of private claims,
as rapidly and economically as the means placed at their disposal
would permit; and further, it is believed, that in gen ral those
surveys have been executed more faithfully and correctly than in
some former years. This course has already almost or entirely
completed the surveys in six of the States, and is rapidly drawing
to a close those in Michigan, Missouri, and Florida. As vast
be~dies of land in most of these States still remain undisposed of,
and as sub-divisions are frequently required, sometimes retracings,
to supply lines and corners which have been obliterated by time
or accident, it becomes a matter of manifest necessity that the
powers which have been exercised by the surveyors general sl ould
be devolv-ed on some other officer, where · the archives connected
with the surveys have been turned over to the States, and the office
of surveyor general shall consequently be abolished. Although
the. labors of the Commissioner/of this office are already sufficiently
arduous, stUl it would seem that that is the proper office to which
to attach these duties, when they are no longer exercised by the
surveyors general, and I would therefore respectfully recommend
that the necessary legislation be had for that purpose.
·
Early last summer, Messrs. Owen and Jackson, the geologists
appointed under the acts of 1st and 3d March, 1847, to make a geological survey and exploration of the copper regions of Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Iowa, were despa~ched to the field of their operations, with instructions to close their explorations this year. From
letters · received from these gentlemen, it would appear that they
have extended their observations over a large portion of the districts assigned them, anq .I have no doubt that the result of their
labors will be highly interesting to the cause of science. They
have not, however, quite completed their labors, and I would
respectfully recommend that they be authorized to complete their
explorations · during the ensuing season. No appropriation has
been asked for this service, however, as it is believed that the
funds already pro"fided are sufficient for the purpose. Shou!d it
be found, on furth~r examination, that there is a small deficiency,
it will be made the subject of a special report. The synopses of
· these gentlemen, as far as received, are attached to, and form part
of this report.
As intimately connected with this matter, I woulq here recommend the establishment of a surveyor general's office for Oregon,
of a commission to adjudicate and determime the private claims in
·al ifornia and New Mexico, and subsequently the establishment of
a surveyor general's office there also; and the extension of our system of surveying over those territories, and over that of Nebraska
also. The expediency and advantages of this course a e set forth
more fully, and in detail, under the head of private land claims.
The necessary instructions have been issued to the surveyors
general of Arkansas and. Missouri; to elose the surveys in those
States, respectively; on the line establi hed as the boundary
between them by the act of 15th February, 1848. 1
The evidence in this office, that the main channel of the Missis-

10
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sippi was on the east\ side of Wolf island, being considered clear
and conclusive, that being the broader channel, discharging more
water, and being more generally used, it has been concluded, as no •
action has been had on the matter by Congress, to consider that
island as part of Missouri; and, in justice to the claimants, to issue
the patents for the entries and locations made upon jt as part of
the public domain, leaving the final question of title to be determined by the courts, if it should ever be disputed.
The questiop. of the boundary between Missouri and Iow.a is
still pending before the Supreme Court; and in relation to those
between Arkansas and Louisiana, and between Georgia and Florida,
no action has yet been had by Congress. It is highly important,
for the reasons heretofore given, that these questions should be
speedily and finally determined-especially that between Arkansas
and Louisiana, as the office of the surveyor general in the former
district is about being closed.
'rhe necessary instructions have been issued to the surveyor
general of Florida to have the quarter section surveyed which
was granted by the act of 25th July, 1848, for the county site of
Hillsborough county, in tile State of Florida. The work has been
ordered by the surveyor general, and the return of the survey is
expected at an early day.
2. PRIVATE' LAND CLAIMS.

In my last annnal communication I had the honor to advert to
difficulties which existed, particularly in Florida, in locating and
surveying titles of this class, on account of the data on which they
were founded being often meagre and too vague to fix the pr~cise
localities, and where cla imants had failed to 1urn ish such information to the surveyors as would enable them to trace out and establish their
ries.
Such obst acles, to a greater or less exten·t, are inseparable from
the very nature of this numerous class of ancient titles, which, in
fact, of themselves, cdnstitute a system, gradually formed, under
the operation of early and successive acts of Congress,. which have ·
been passed pursuant to treaty stipulation s, i•, order to respect and
carry out, in good fait h, the intention s of Spain, France, and Great
Britain, in regard to rights, inceptive and mature, w!1ich had originated under the Jaws, customs, and usages of colonies, once the
t~rritories of those transatlanti c sovereignties.
These claims, of various form s and size, in the different States
where the public domain lies, are scattered over the .~.-egular public
l~nd surveling .syst~n;t' and pre~en t t~ the eye the principal deviations from Its sunphc1ty and un1forrmty.
In their wide range, and irregular course, they serve to show
the progress of the early settlements, and advance of civilization, ,
. and where still held in continued possession by the descendants
or legd representatives of the original owners, whose rights have
been recognized by laws of the United States. There can be but
little difficulty in ascertaining, and severing from the public lands,
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such private properly, which justice and national goort faith re·quire shou.ld be scrupulously respected and recognized by the
United States survey and ·patent.
But where the possession is not conti:sued, or other impediments
exist in ascertaining the precise limits of s11.ch claims, the intere'"'t
of the government, and sounrl policy, demand that in cases falling in this category, (which, from the de~ignation of t .eir general
loc~lity, are susceptible of location,) that the department be empowered by l?w to order the location of them according to the'
lines of the public surveys, and so as to ~nc lude the ancient sel tlements, or improvements, where they can be ascertained ; and, fur· ·
ther, that, where such locations are made, they shall be held forever binding upon the claimants, unless, within one year from the
date of the approval of the survey, the parties shall sati
torily
show the location to be erroneous, and in prejudice of
eir rights
as heretofore recognized by law; in which event, it is proposed
that the department lJe authorized to order a new final location and
-survey.
Besides the numerous titles which are embraced in the various
reports of the boards of the Umted States land commis...,ioners, and
which have been recognized by act of Congress, or confirmerl by
decrees of court, individual ca -· es are appearing by t~etit1on, at
almost every session of Congress, seeking con4irmation; and our
statute books show that numerous similar cases,Jrom time to time,
have been affirrred by special enactment.
In order to quiet titles, and avoid as far as poss1blP conflict
hereafter between claimants under such ancient ·titles apd per-chasers from the United States, it is further proposed, in rf'spect
to claims unconditionally confirmerl, which have been already surveyed and found to be interfered with by sales or other junior
titles, that authority by law be conferred on the department to
order, upon the assent of the confirmee) or his legal repre..,entatives,
the area of interference to be locate~ on other lands subject to private entry in the States in which the original claim was situated,
and to carry such interfering sale, if reg:ular in other respects, into
patent. And in reference to cases which have not been heretofore
actually located or surveyed, and where the claimant has failed to
give such notice to the local land office ns will sho\7 the location
of such claim in connexion with the public surveys, any ~ale
which may · have been, or may be made by the United States p·rior
to such notice, when given, and when not given, pr·ior to the return
<>f survey to the .local office, shall, when regular in other respects 1
be carried into patent, and the confi rme e or his legal rep ~ esen~a
tives, allowe~ the area in other lands subject to private entry.
There is also a class of private claims in Louistana, princ:i pally
found in the report dated 1st Januaty, 1821, of Daniel J. Sutton,
former register of the district north of Red river, and a few in
Samuel H. HarpPr's report of tl\at year for the southeastern clistrir.t, about forty-nine in number, and covering eighty thousand
some hundre 1 acres, which are confirmed by an act of C<;mgrt>ss,
approved 28th February, 1823, but were suspended after their con-
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firmation, for the reason that the title papers on' which they werefounded were suspected to be fraudulent.
This matter was adverted to in reports from this office shortly
after the confirmation; and· subsequently, but no legislative action
in the premises has since been bad, and the confirmatory statute·
rt'mciins unrepealed. As a quarter of a century has elapsed s!nce
they were confirmed, it is reasonable to presume that the most, if
not all of them, have passed .into the hands of innocent purchasers.
who are now the claimants.
In order, therefore, to relieve this matter from its present and
from future emb-arrassment, it is respectfully subm'itted for the
consideration of Congress, whether it would not he ·proper to empower the department by law to institute an examination into those
suspected cases, and where it is ascertained that a claim i::- in the
hands of an innocent party, and it has been actually located and
surveyed, and is not interfered with by any/ adverse claim in virtue
of a sale, confirmation, or pre-emption right prior to such survey,,
that the department . be authorized to direct the survey to be approved, and issue a relinquishment or quit -t:iaim patent to the
claimant; and further, that in any of the suspected class, not yet. .
surveyed, but susceptible of a proper location, that the department
be further authorized to order a survey, which survey shall be approved, subject, however, to any regular sale, previously made t()
any prior location of a recognized claim, and to any pre-emption '
right which l1as betn filed with the register or receiver, and which
may be found regular in other re spects; and that the patents in all
such cases be issued with a saving clause, so that the question of
title, if desired by •any of the parties, may be ultimately tested by
jud1cial investigation.
It is deemed proper to invite attention to the in·lots anq out-lots
of tr.e present vil~age of Sault Ste . .Alarie, situated in the northern
frontier of the Union, on . the waters between Lake Superior and
Lake Huron and to suggest that legislative action be had, with a
view t
_ alien ation on liberal terms to actual settlers, of the
title of the United States to such lots as may not be required formilitary or other public purposes; the lines of the public surveys
having been expended up to that region; and a United States land
office there opened for the sale of" the public lands in that part of
the country.
To effect this object it is proposed that authority of.law b~ conferred on the department to have an actual s urvey made of the
vilJ age of Sault Ste. Marie, or if there be ai;l existj ng accu rate survey of it to have the same retraced, in connexioh with th~ lines of
the pub 1ic surveys, and upon a map of the same tQ. have first exhibited sueh 1ots or tracts as may be required by the War Department for military or other p.ubhc purposes; then to direct an examination and report by the register a·ncl receiver of the claims of
all actual bona fide settlers, who have built upon and improyed any
of the said lots, or parts of the same, discriminating between those
holding under the old claims, which were acted upon by the board
of commissioners, under the act of 21st February, 1823, and entered
1
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in "Book No. 7," of the proceedings of the commissioners on
·claims at the Sault Ste. Marie, (State Papers, D. Green, volume four,
pages 830 to 84:2,) and such actual settlers as are of a more recent
·date. Then to have an assesiment of the value of such lots, at the
.time of settlement, and of the pric~ that should be paid for the
same; and upon the approval by the department of such survey and
report, each settler who may pay
to the receiver, within a
limited tirue, the amount of assessment, to be entitled to reeeive a
·patent for his lot. All the vacant lots to be exposed to the highest
=b idder, and those not sold to be disposed of at a reasonable minimum
.at private entry. The money accruing from the sale of improved
lots to be applied to defray the expense of such survey, anrl the
balance naid over to the trustees of the village for the erection of
public budrlings, &c. A measure like this would quiet titles,
-quicken the ~rowtb and imprevement of the place, which may and
probably will btcome, before many years, an importaBt commer-cial point, inviting emigration to that section of country, and
leading to an actual and speedy sale and settlement of the public
lands in that region, and to the development of the agricultural
and rich mineral resources, already known to exist in that interesting
portion of our country. In connexion with this matter, it is proper to observe, that there is a large claim at the Sault Ste. Marie,
for six leagues front on the river and six leagues in depth, which
-claim originated in 1750, in a concession by Lejonquiere, the lieutenant goveraor general, and Bijot, the intendant general of New
France, and is represented to have been ratified by Louis XV., on
ihe· 24th June, 1751. This claim, however, at the Jast session, was
before a committee of the Senarte, who made an elaborate report
.against its Talidity .-(Senate Report No. 209, 1st session, 30th
Congress.)
By a proviso in the act of Congress, approved 27th March last,
.entitled "an act further to Stipply deficiencies in the appropriations
for the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of J•ne, ejghteen hundred and forty-eight," so much of the act of 3d March,
1825, as authorised the appointment of two keepers of the public
.archives in Florida was repealed from and after the 30th June,
1848; and, in the mean time, it was made thf- duty of the Secretary
~f the Treasury to cause the said archiTes to be removed to some
:p ublic office in the State of Florida, to be designated by the President, there to be safely kept. This matter having b~en referred
·to rue by the acting s ecretary on the 4th May last, this office made
a report ~n the Sth of that month, suggesting a plan of transfer,
..and proposin g the surveyor general's offiee at St. Augujj:ine, Flori da, as the place of deposit. It having b een subsequ~t1y represented to the department th a t the Senate had taken further action
on the subject , the m atter was o rdered to be held in suspensf',
in deference to that bo( y, and with a view to ascertain whet cr
it was the wi11 of Congress to modify the aforesaid pro\- ision
of law or not ; but, in the publication of all the laws ·of the !:1st
session, it appe·anng th ,1 t no ehange had been made in 'tha t p ovi" ion of the act, and this fa~t having been brought to the notiJe 'Jf.
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the Executive, the President ordered the archives to be transfened tO>
the office of the surveyor general, as recommended in the aforesaid •
report from this office of the 8th May last, and instructions have been
if;;sued accordingly by this office, requiring the late keeper of the
archives at St. Augustine, and the late keeper at Pensacola, to·
tran8fer, with proper schedules, all the archives in their possession
respect ively, to the custody of the surveyor general at St. Augus-tine. That seemed to be the most appropriate place to wh:ch the
transfer could be made, as it is important that the archives should
be within thfl reach, and under the control of the surveying de1 partment, because of the large number of private claims in Florilla
yet to be located and surveyed, and in view of the special act of
Congress approved 28th June, 1848, "respecting certain surveys
in the State of Florida," which expressly delegates authority to
the comr.1issioner to have the surveys of confirm ed private claims
made, in connexion with • the surveys of the Florida keys and islands; and, in reference to which, contracts have been made, and
special and detailed instructions given, which have been treated of
more fully in another place in this report.
As the numerous reports which have been made at different pe.riods and by successive boards of commissioner~, commencing with
the earliest legislation of Copgress for the adjudication of foreign
titles to land within our territorial limits, 'and for ancient settlement claims, n~cessarily exhibit only the nature and extent of the
original and derivative titles, with a reference to the surveys
under the former governments, or to general localities, I have
contemplated the preparation of exhibits, whic!1 shall contain, in
addition to the abstracts of titles, as presented in the adjudications
of the commissioners, a reference to the ~onfirmatory acts of Congress, or decrees of courts, and also, the designation of the surveys,. ·
when finally made, of every confirmed claim. This work has been
, in part ordered and undertaken, and a portion of it finished. It is
proposed that it shall advance to completion as the public land
and private claim surveys :shall be closed up in the several States.
in which the public lands are :situated, so that, when completely
finished, the archives of eur government shall contain a condensed
hi~tory of every title, from its inception. under the former governments to its adjudication under our own; its confirmation by act of
Co~gress or judicial decree, and its final survey and patenting,.
under the authority of the United States.
The treaty of limits, westward of the :Rocky mountains, concluded on the 5th August, 1846, between the United States apd Great
Britain, the organization of the territory by the act of Congress,.
approved .th August, 1848, entitled,'' An act to estab lish the territorial government of Oregon," and the interests of our settlers in
that distant westem frontier, call for further and speedy legislative
ar.d administrative action.
By the third article of th a t trea ty , it is declared, that "in the future appropriation of the territory south of the forty-ninth para-llel
of north latitude, as provided in the first article of this treaty, the
possessory rights of the Hudson's Bay Company, and of all Britislh •
1
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subjects who may be already" in the occupation of land, or other
JJroperty )awfully acquired within the s.aid territory, shall be. respected;" and bv the fourth article of the same treaty, "the farms,
lands, and othe; property of every discriptiJn, belonging to the
Puget's Sound Agr;cultural Company, on the nerth side Gf the Columbia river, shall be confirmed to fhe said company," with a right
on the part of our government to purchase, if the situation of those
farms and lands should be considered by the United States to be of
public and political importance. In the first section of the aforesaid
act of 14th August, 1848,for the territorial organization, it is provided
" that the title to the land, not exceeding six hundred and forty
acres, now occupied as missionary stations among the Indian tribes
1in said territory, together wi ~ h the improvements thereon, be confirmed and established in the several religious societies to which
said missionary stations respectively belong," &c.; and by the 14th
section of that act, all laws of the provisional teHitorial government making grants of land, or otherwise affecting or encumbering
the titles to land, are declared to be null and void. •
The obligations imposed by the treaty, and assumed by the first
section of the act of 14th August, 1848, render it important and
necessary fqr our government to establish a tribunal for the prompt
adjudication of all claims under the treaty and act of Congress, in
order ·that what is private property may be definitive ly and speedily
aacertained; and that immediately upon the organization of a surveying department for th~ territory, all such claims may be regularly and properly separated, by actual surv t y, from tbP public
lands. As the. 14th section of the act of August, 1848, h ~ ~ abrogated and annulled the provisional territorial i a ws makmg- grants ··
of land, the settlers in Oregon are thrown upon the litwrality of
Congress, to whom alone belongs, under our govenunent, the
power of the primary disposal of the soil.
It is submitted that authority of law should be conferred for the
examination and recogaition of bo1,1a fida actual settlement claims,
which existed before, and at the time of, the t~ e a ty of limits; and
that in all cases where substantial and valuable it:n proverueri'ts have
been marle, that the right to the soil should be conc eded, and a
Hberal policy observed, not only to the old settlers, but to those
who may hereafter, within a limited and prospective period, seek
homes in that region, and establ'.sh and maintain such continued
possession as will show that they have permanently identified
themselves\ with the interests and future condition of the country.
T he importance of making provision for the examination and adjudication of titles and claims to land in our recent territorial acquisitions 'in New lv'Iexico and C?]ifornia, will doubtless also engage
the early attention of Congress.
Though 1he relations· between a people and their former government be dissolved by a change of sovereignty, "the right of
private property remains unaffected by this change."
It is not oniy then required of us as a matter of justice, under
this ack nowledged principle of universal law, to recognize and
respec t private propert y, held _by valid titles under former gov-
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ernments, but it is incumbent upon us to do so, under express
stipulations in the eighth and ninth articles of the treaty of peace,
friendship, limits, and settlement with the republic of Mexi co, as
ratified on the 4th July, 1848.
It is also of the highest importance to the pr~sent and future
welfare of those territories that early and efficient measures be
taken, by the appointment of a tribunal c.lothed with the necessary
powers for ascutaining and adjudicating claims to lands within
those territories, which may be held by bona fide titles under the
governments of Mexico and Spain, . and so recognized by the Mexican authorities, befc re military possession was taken by the United
States, in order that 'all such as are valid and binding upon us may
be confirmed, and detached from the public lands, and all such
as are spurious, or illegally made, may be summarily annulled .
Such a tribunal should have the power to hold its sessions at
whatever places the President may deem most proper for the object contempla.ted; should be authorized finally to confirm and report all valid and complete titles under the Spanish and Mexican
goTernmeats for small areas-say not exceeding tracts of one
thousand arpens each, and to make a report for the decision of
Congress upon all such graats of a larger area, and also upon suc'h
of a less area than one thousand arpens, not held under complete
titles, but ·inchoate, where the latter may appear to be of such a
meritorious character as to en title them to favorable consideration.
It should also be authorized to examine and adjudicate all individual and municipal titles to lots, held under valid and complete
grants from the authoritiejl of .M exico, for the erPction of pueblos
or towns, and to confirm and finally release the title of the United
States to such lots, not wanted for military or other public uses, as
may have been gran ted to the authorities of a town by a United
St~ ies military officer, acting at the time as governor, under an app c' ntment from the President of the United States.
.
'" uch a tribunal is indispensable, in order properly to diseriminate
~n d s e p~rate the valid and meritorious ti tie s from those which are
invalid, and intrinsi cally destitute of merit in law and equity.
The testimony before the Military Committee of the Senate il\
February last shows, the circumstances that, fortunately for t~e in. terests of the United . Stat es, fru stre!ted the consummation of the
immense colonization grant to NI AcANAMARA,* whi ch he sought of
the Mexican government, for 3,100 squa re leag ues, betwe en the
river San Joaquin, from its so ur ce to its mouth, and th e Sierra
Nevada, arid ext en di ng from t h e river C onsumn e on t h e n or th to
the Tul ares on th e south, in the neigh borh oo d of San Ga b riel, and
embrac in g t he m ost val uab le portion of the b eautiful valley of S an
Joaquin. T hat t esti mony also shows tha~ the Californian aut ho rities, shortly befo r e the U nited States flag was hoisted at Monterey,
a nd military possess ion taken of the conn try, were selling and
* He proposed to give to each family he would bring " 1m sitio deganado mayor/' being
a square leag ue containing 4,42d acres, and to the children of the colonists, when they married, a half sitio.
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granting the public domain, to residents, non-residents and foreigners, at very inconsiderable if not nominal prices; and further, that
"nearly all the missions south of San Louis Obispo, the mission of
San Raphael in Sonoma, and some of the Jarge islands on the coast
w ere granted," and that it was understqod that ''many of these
grants were hastily made, without the usual legal forms and wanti ng the usual formalities." It is of the utmost consequence to the
present and future prosperity of our new t erritories, and indeed to
the interests of the United States, that legal provision be soon made
for the summary and final annulment of such invalid claims.
The g enerous spirit evinced in the grant of school lands by the
Oregon territorial act of August 14, 1848, will doubtless be extended by Congress to New Mexico and California, to which also,
as regards donations to actual settlers, I beg lea,· e to apply the
recommendation in this report r especting Oregon.
The inhabitants ther:e, and the emigrants now seeking homes in
those remote territories, have a right to expect fostering care, and
an expansive and enlarged policy towa r ds them from our govern-'
ment.
There will be no surer means of contributirrg to their prosperity
than by an early settlement of claims, the gradual extinguishment
of the Indian title, to meet the advance of civilized settlemeBts, the
establishment of surveying departm.ents, the extension ov~r the .territories of our simple and beautiful surveying system, and the
opening of the United States land offices for the sale of the public
domain.
The recommendations in the foregoing ook to the early introdnction of our whole land system, and its grildual and progressive
extension over our new territories; but, as in a part of them the
mineral productions of the country, which are reported to be great,
will, doubtless, stimulate and hasten emigration, it is submitted
whether it would not be proper for Congress, in adyance of our
general legislation, and at an early period, to delegate authority to
the department to appoint a superintendent, with a corps of urveyors, to make a preliminary reconnaissance of the mineral precincts
and to survey them off into small tracts to suit persons tlesirous ~f
making mineral explorations, say in lots of ten acres each, being
one-fourth of the present smallest legal sub-division; then to fix
a reasonable minimum, with a right of pre-emption to the first occupant or discoverer; and, after exposure to public sal.e under such
instructions as may be given by the department, to lay open to private entry, at the minimum, such 'lots as m <l y not be disposed of at
public saJe.
A measure like this will create a proper relation and legal connexion between the people and their government, will afford an
opportunity to ind ~ viduals to obtain a legal title to the lands, and,
instead of the irregularity and cohfusion likely to arise ir} the pursuit of ore, will establish system and order, and insure to every
one whatever he may honestly obtain by his labor within the limits
of his own lot, whilst, at the same time, the government, by the
2
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'adoption of some such policy, will doubtless eventually be well
reimbursed.
'
3.-IN RELATION TO THE ISSUING OF GRANTS FOR INDIAN RESERVATIONS,

which belongs to the ''private land claim" branch of this office,
I have the honor to report, that the business is steadily progressing, 2nd the General Land Office is prepared on demand to issue
patents in a1l cases where the requisite evidence of elementary
title has been r.endered to this office.
.
Under the Choctaw tr.eaty of 1S30, patents are issued to the Indian residents for reserves, under the 14th article; and under the
19th article or supplement, either to the reservee, where he has not
sold his interest, or to the first purchaser from him, when the sale
has been approved.
In respect to the numerous reservations under the Creek treaty
of 1832, there are some instances in which grants issued to the
reservees themselves; but by far the greater portion are cases in
which the reservees have sold their rights, and, under the act of
Congress, it is required that the patents shall issue to the last purchaser in virtue of regular assignments.
This requirement has devolved much labor upon this · office, in
the examination of claains of title, not unfrequendy complex and
embarrassed, growing out, in many cases, of purchases made by
companies from the Indians and afterwards transferred; and in
.others, of rights which have been the subject of controversy or of
judicial inquiry and determination ..
In several other treaties with Indian tribes, in which the reservations
are less numerous than those above mentiont J, such as the Pottawatomies, Winnebagoes, Miamies, &c., the form of patent has, of
course, to be adapted to the peculiarities of such treaties.
For the more numerous reservations, under the Chickasaw treaties of 1832 and 1834, ~he grants issue to the reservees themselves,
and purchasers from the Indians hold in virtue of such grants and
of approved deeds by the President.
In regard to the Chickasaw cession, the United States, as you
are aware, undertook the sale of the lands for the benefit of the
Chickasaws; and in 1833, and subsequently, "regulations" on the
subject were adopted and approved by the President.
Pursuant to those regulations, this office was charged with the
general direction of the surveys and sale of the land, with the
auditing and adjusting of the accounts of the principal surveyor
and of the receiver of public moneys in the cession, and with the
issuing of patents for the reserves and general saJes.
The cession embraces, as heretofore reported, six millions seven
tn.~.~<ired and eighteen thousand five hundred and eighty-six acres
and twenty seven huntlredths. After satisfying the reserves, which
cover over a third of the cession, the residue of the land has been
exposed to sale, the "land office section" excepted, including all
the isolated tracts which, at the date of my last annual report, were
unoffered, they having sine~ been brought into market in the manner
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tb€n proposed. More than nine-tenths of the land which was
liable to sale in the cession have been sold; leaving less than onetenth of it now in market unsold, the most of which has graduated
to the lowest rate specified in the treaty, being twelve and a half
cents per acre.'
There have been made out for sales in th'e oession, and for reserves, twenty-three thousand ei~ht hundred patents; and semiannual reports as to the progress of the business, up to 30th June
last, have been regularly communicated from this office to the Indian office, War Department.
In the 11th article of the treaty of 1834, referring ·to the periods
of graduation therein specified, it is provided as follows:-" But; as
it may happen in the fourth and after years, that tpe expenses may
prove greater than the receipts, it js agreed that, at any time after
the third year, the Chickasaws may declare the residue of their
lands abandoned to the United States; and if so, they shall be
thenceforth acquitted of all and every expense on account of the
sale of the same;" and in the 5th article of the supplement to that
treaty, it is declared that, "wb en ever the President shall be of
opinion that the services of any -officer employed under this treaty,
for the sale of lands, can be dispensed with, he will, in justice to
the Chickasaws, and to save ' them from unnecessary expenses, discontinue the whole, or such as can be dispensed with."
Under this last stipulation, the services of all the officers at
Pontotoc, Mississippi, connected with land operations at that
place, whiq_h is the seat of the local office in the cession 7 have been
dispensed with, except the register and · receiver, whose compensation is fixed by\ the treaty, and therefore the sales and general
management of the business will necessarily proceed, as at present,
until either the cession is sold out, or the contingency alluded to
in the aforesaid 11th article of the treaty of 1834 shall occur, or
other measures shall be prescribed by further treaty stipulations,
,or by legislation.
4.-PROCLAMATIONS OF LAND SALES.

'since the last annual report from this office, there have been
;J>rCiclaimed for sale, exclusive of school lands,~n Ohio, the unsold improved ~ yandot lands.
'' Michigan •.••••.••••.••••••...•..••••..•.• 2,662,218 acres.
'' Wisconsin ...... ..........., ... ·........... .
877,963
'' Iowa ...... .............................. . 1,928,317
·'' Missouri ...... .....................• ~. ....• 1,410,049
"' ArkanSas .•••.. ................. " ..•.•....•
937,864
' ' L o tl is ian a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . .. .
281,961 "
'' Florida ......, ............ e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,361,369
Making a total of .••••••••••• ~ •.•••••• : • •••

"
"
"
"
----- "
9,459 '741
"

\

The quantity now surveyed and prepared for market, but the
·greater part of which ·cannot be offered for sale at ·present, for the

•
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reasons mentioned in the details and notes of exhibit, is 4,716,375acres.
The quantity of land estimated for survey, th~ township plats
of which are expected to be returned during- the year 1849, is
9,113,400 acres; which is about the usual average quantity annually
surveyed and brought into market for several years past.
Numerous sales of detached tracts have been ordered under the
authority conferred on this office by the fifth section of the act of
3d August, 1846, and measures have been adopted to , offer the balance of these lands at the earliest practicable period. There is a
class of these detached tracts, however, over J¥hich this office has.
no control, and settlers, consequently, are frequently prevented
from entering them, and thus securing their homes and the fruits
of their industry. Reference is hete made to lands which have
been reserved for military and naval purpos es, and whi ch are no
longer needed or useful for those purp oses. Under the act of 3d
March, 1819, the Secretary of War is authorized to dispose of
lands which have been reserved for military purposes, aad which
become usele for those purposes; but no authority of law exists
for the sale of those which have been reserved for naval purposes.
Except where valuable improvements are situated on these lands,
they will not yield more than the ordinary minimum; and hence
will not justify the expense of sending a special agent to dispose
of them. It is, therefore, respeetfully recommPnded that this
office be authorized to dispose of those lands in the ordinary mode,
or under sudh regulations as may be required for the interests of the government, so that the value of the improvements shall be secured to the United States, in addition to the price of the lands.
5.-SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS, LOCATIONS 0~ CHOCTAW CERTIFICATES,
LATE WAR WARRANTS, MEXICAN WAR BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS.

During the calendar year 1847, there have been sold of the public lands, exclusive of the errQneous entries, 2,521,305.59 acres;
for which there was received in ·payment, cash $3,201,284 08, in
treasury notes $20,452 01, in treasurer's receipts $72, in military
land script $5,196 81, in forfeited land stock $92 68, and in Choctaw certificates $69,306 50, up to the 30th June, 184 7, whe!il. they
ceased to be received as money, making the gross amount of purchase money $3,296,404 08; and during the first, second, and third
quarters of the calendar year 1848, there were sold 1,448,240.51
acres, for which there wa.s received in payment, in cash
$2,018,032 71, in treasury notes $8,094 95, and in military land
scrip $4,540 64, . making the gross amount of purchase money
$2,030,668 30.
There have been located with "Choctaw certifi cates," distinct
from the ordinary sales for cash, from the .1st vf July to the 31st
December, 1847, 55,903 .79 acres, and during the first, second,
and third quuters of 1848, 4'2 ,083.44 a cr es , and in Octob er, 1848,
as_ far as the returns have b een rec ei r ed at t his office, 3i216.78
acres.
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Ther-e have been located with boun t) land warrants, under the
:act of May 6, 1812, for services rendered in the late war with Great
.Britain, during the calendar year 1847, 37,440 acres, and for the
first three quarters of the year 1848, 3,840 acres.
The number of outstanding :'certificates of location" issued upon
warrants of this class, under the above recited act, which have not
as yet been returned as located, is 137, embracing 21,920 acres,
being for 160 acres each.
·
The act of July 27, 1842, entitled "An act to provide for satisfying claims for bount.v lands, for military services in the late war
with Great Britain, and for other purposes," which had expired by
its own limitation, has been again revived by the act of June 26,
1848, and the time for issuing this class of warrants extended to
the 26th of June, 1853.
.
With Mexican war bounty land warralT1ts, under the 9th section
of the act of February 11, 1847, during the year 1847, 250,320
acres, and for the first three quarters of the year 1848, 1,525,200
.acres.
Making the whole amount of the public lands disposed of, by
-Bales and locations, for the periods aforesaid, 5,887,550.11 acres.
According to a statement from the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, dated November 30, 1848, 3,832 Choctaw certificates have
been issued under the aet of Congress of Augast 23, 1842, calling
for 700,240 acres and transmitted for deli very to the claimants; of
which, according to the latest returns, 1,843 certificates appear t()
have been deliveren. Of the amount thus issued and delivered,
1,559 certificates, calling for 279,140 acres, have, according to the
latest returns to this office, been absorbed in the location of
277,376.14 acres of lands in the four States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, and Arkansas, in which only they are by law receivable, leaving 421,100 acres yet to be 'located.
.
The first Mexican war warrant issued from the Pension Oh:~ a
branch of the War Department, under the 9th section of the act
of Congress of the 11th of February, 184 7, for 160 acres of land, is
dated ·t he 19th of March, 1847, and was registered in this o(fice
March 20, 184 7. The first warrant, for 40 acres, bears date the 7th
of Aprii, 1847, and was registered April 8, 1847.
Since that time, and up to November 30, 1848, warrants have
been issued for 160 acres each, to the number. of 39,825, for
6,37? ,000 acres of land; and for 40 acres each, to the number of
3,349, for 133,960 acres; making the whole number of Mexican war
warrants issued up to the 30 th of November, 1848, 43,174, embrac• ing 6,505,960 acres of land.
•
Of this number 10,793· warrants for 160 acres each, and 1,216
warrants for 40 acres each, calling in the aggregate for 1,775,520
acres, have been located upon lands, and returned to this office by
the local land officers for patents.
It will be seen by the statement of ,the Adjutant General, dated
April 5, 1848, which was communicated in a report made to Senate
of the United States by the Secretary of vV ar on the 8th of the
same month, that the strength of the regular army at the com-
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mencemen't of hostilities with Mexico, in April, 1846, was 7,244
men; that since the 18th May, 1846,29,000 men have been recruited;
of which 23,556 were sent to Mexico, making the old army and
recruits together amount to 36,244, besides a battalion of marines
composed of 350 men. There were other recruits after that time
not' mentioned in this statement, which G eneral Jones (the adjutant
general) estimates at about 5,000 or 6,000; making altogether of
the regular army, as nearly as can be ascertained, 40,000 men. Of
this number 35,000 were probably entitled to "land warrants."
According to· the same statement, the volunteer force enrolled
under the act of May 13, 1846, and the 5th section of the act of
March 3, 1847, amounted to 56,926 ofllcers and men. General
Jones thinks that a sufficient number of recruits may be added,.
which became necessary from time to time to keep up the whole
number authorized by the act of Congress to 50,000 men, to make
the entire number ot volunteers equal to about 60,000 men. Of
thi,
ber 55,000 were probably en titled to land warrants; making
the whole number of regulars and volunteers entitled to bounty
lands about 90,000 men.
•
The number of warrants issued by the Commissioner of Pensions,
and registered in the offi'ce, up 'to the 30th of November, 1848,
amounts, as before stated, to 43,174
Now if this estimate shoultl
prove to be correct, that 90,000 were originally entitled to bounty
lands, 46,826 warrants still remain to be issued.
It is understood that the average number of warrants issued by
the Commissioner of Pensions, per day, is from 150 to 200. At
this rate it will take about 268 working days to complete the number still to be issued, if a l who are entitled should apply, (a supposition by no means probable,) which would make the time st~ll
required for this service about ten months. '
I think it not improbable, however, judging from our past experience in respect to the "late wa1· warrants," that from ten to fifteen thousand (embracing the cases of foreigners who were killed
or died in the service without relatives in this cottntry, and of
heirs, who are frequently ignorant of their rights,) will not be applied for within the ensuing year, and very many, -doubtless, will
never be called for at all.
The estimated receipts of cash on account of the sales of the public lands for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1849, are stated
at $2,834,700, and for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850,
$2,407,500, provided the usual quantity of fresh lands are surveyed
and brought into market, according to the existing practice of the
government.
This supposed falling off in the receipts, as compared with the
last year or two, is ~ccounted for by the fact that very hnge
amounts of the public lands are now being located with .Niexican
war warrants instead of money; and so it must be, in a more or
less degree, from year to year, nntil these wa ants are all absorbed
by locations, and thus withdrawn from\ competition in the market.
From the best data tha~ can be obt ain ed, i t is estimated tha t
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15,000 warrants, covering 2,4GO,OOO acres, wiJl be located during ·
the balance of the current fiscal year, and 25,000 warrants, embracing 4,vOO,OOO acres, for the year · ending 30th of June, 1850..
These, added to the estimated amount of cash sales, it will be perceived, will make the estimated aggregates of lands disposed of in
each year nearly double the usual average, with proper allowance
for increase of population, and the increase of locations consequent
upon the reduced price of these warrants.
The compensation allow ~ d to the district land officers for their
services in the location of these warrants, by the act of 17th May,
1848, has been found to be who1ly inadequate, and many just complaints have been marl ·e on this subject. The labor and trouble
devolved on those officers in receiving, noting, registering, and
returning those warrants; is much greater than in recetving, noting,
&c., an application for an ordinary private entry. I would, there··
fore, respectfully recommend that the act of 17th May, 1848,
above mentioned, be so amended as to authorize those officers to
charge the same per centage for the location of those warrants
that they are nOW a1lowed by lC!W On Cash entries, retaining the
provision, howelVer, that they shall not be permitted to make any
charge in cases where the warrant is located by, and for the use of,
the volunteer or soldier to whom such warrant may have issued.
The experience had, since my incumbency· of the offi€e I now
hold, has convinced me that a new arrangment of the duties of
this office was absolutely necessary, to secure a prompt, efficient,
and regular discharge of the public business. On several occasions,
when gentlemen having charge of special branches of business were
absent from sickne~s, or for relaxation, necessary alike to the health
of the officer and the true interests of the government, their duties
had to· remain unexecuted till their return. M~oreover, it sometimes
happened that different branches of the same business were discharged by different ind.ividuah, and hence arose a risk of discordant views and conflicting decisions. To obviate these evils,
on full consideration, I concluded to place the whole of the accounting business, including the book-keeping and miscellaneous
correspondence connected therewith, under the charge of four of
the most experienced and competent clerks, giving to each a first
assistant, who could discharge his duties in case of sickness or ab;
sence, and such further assistanee as the magnitude of his duties
required. The transmission of patents, with all the correspondence
connected therewith, was placed under the charge of the recorder.
By this means, the miscellaneous bureau has been abolished, the
force of the office concentrated, and, although the new system has
not been long enough in operation to decide finally on its merits,
I have no doubt that its results will be highly satisfactory, and will
materially advance the public business, and pro~note the best interests of the office.
Under the act of 9th l\1ay, 1848, relative to the selections for the
Wabash and Erie canal in Indiana, and entitled "an act in addition to an act therein mentioned," the necessary instructions have
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been iss~ed, to enable the tr~stees of that work to complete the
selections authorized by that act.
To carry out the provisions
the second and third sections of
the act of 29th May ,1 1848, "for the ad mission of Wisconsin into
the Unit>n," lists have been prepared of all the sales made within
the limits of the grant for the Milwaukie and Rock Ri~er canal,
showing those at the increased minimum fixed by the act of 18th
June, 1838. These lists have been sent to the land officers at Milwaukie, with instructions to compare them with their records, and
to check any eHors or omissions that may be found in them. When
these lists are returned thus corrected, the lands in the even-numbered sections, belonging to the government, will be brought into
market at the ordinary minimum, as required by the act of 29th
May, 1848, above mentioned. Under the same act, the land officers
were required to ascertain and eport the present owners of the
lands within the limits of this grant, which were purchased at the
increased minimum fixed by the act of 18th June, 1838, that the
certifi'cates for the difference between the minimum of one dollar
and twenty-five cents per acre, and the price paid for those lands,
may be issued to the present holders of them, as required by the
third section of the act of 1848.
Diagrams have also been prepared of the grants made by the act
of 8th August, 1846, to Wisconsin, on her admission into the
Union., for the improvements of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and
for connecting the same by a ccmal. This act is manifestly deficient in this, that it grants to the State a quantity of land equal
to one- half of three sections in
id th on each side of Fox river,
the lakes through which it passes, and the canal above mentioned,
but makes no provision as to character or locality of the lands that
shall be _selected to supply deficiencies caused by sales and dona- ,
tions in the odd-numbe_red sections' within that grant, which were
made before that act went into operation. In the correspondence
with the gDvernor on this subject, he has been authorized to make
selections to supply those defic.iencies, and the land officers have
been instructed to reserve all lands so selected till the final action
of Congress has b;en had on the subject.
The act of 16th June, 1848, "to attach a portion of the northwestern land district in Louisiana to the district north of Red river,
in Louisiana," has been executed, and the plat~ and records of the
land thus separated have been transmitted from the former to the
latter office.
Under th e, act of 1st July,. 1848, " for the relief of the bon a fide
settlers, under the acts for the armed occupation and -settlement of.
a part of the Territory of Florida," an agent was appointed to
repair to Florida, and to obtain the evidence required by that act.
Instructions, full and minute in eYery particular, were prepared
for this agent, with records in which all the case's that had , arisen
under the armed oc'cupation acts were entered in numerical order,
with a full history of'each, so far as was shown by 1he records of
this cffice; and a blank column left for the uecis~ons of the agent.
The returns of his operations, as far as received, have ueen highly
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satisfactory; and there is every reas-on to believe that this 1ong
pending apd harrassing, matter will soon be finally disposed of.
f
6. STATE SELECTIONS.

The following statement shows the quantity of land to which
each of the new States was entitled, under the 8th section of the act
of Congress, of September 4, 1841; the numbe:- of acres selected
and located by each, and approved by the Sectetary of the Treasury, up to November 30, 1848; the number selected and ·located,
but not finally acted upon fpr the want of township _p1ats, and other
causes; and the residue not as yet selected and finally located, to
which each of said States is entitled respectively.
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1,002.38
96,415.56
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None.
7,085.03
None.
97,469.17
None.
None.
499,990.00
None.
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5,866.39
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,j--..------~ - - - - ' Total in acres •••••••• 4.166,908.68 2,421 722.17
391,319.99
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Arkansas •..•.•••..•••••.
Missouri ...••••..•••••••.
Louisiana .••••••••••••••.
Illinois ..••.••.••••..•...•
Michigan .................
Alabama ..•••••••••••.•••
Florida ..••••••••••••••••.
Iowa ..••••••••••••••••..
l.V[ississi ppi. , ••••••••••••.
Wisconsin ..•••••••••••••.
j

Q;)

~-5 c:~-5-5

Q;)

500.000.00
500.000.00
5oo;ooo.oo
209,085.50
500,000.00
97,469.17
499,990.09
500,000.00
500,000.00
360,364.01

490,869.46
498,997.62
245,371.38
209,060.05
492.914.07

3,838.72

None.

Showing that the aggregate amount to which said States were
originally entitled, under the act referred to, was 4,166,908.68 acres;
the quantity already selected, located, and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, 2,421,722.17 acres; the quantity selected,
bllt the locations of which have been suspended for further examination, 391,319.99 acres; and the quantity to which said States are
yet entitled, on the 30th of November, 1848, 1,745,186.51 acres,
including the cases of location held up for further examination,
and which have not been approved by the Secretary of the Treasury.
It may not be ini proper to remark in connexion with this subject, that by an ct of Congress, passed on the 11th of August, 1848,
the State of Alabania is authorized to locate the quantity of land
to which that State is yet entitled, in legal sub-divisions of not less
than forty acres each, with the privilege o~ selling the same when
thus located, for the use of schools within the townships of said
State, at such prices as the legislature may direct. The other
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States are required by the act of September 4, 1841, to locate "in
parcels conformably to sectional divisions and sub-divisions, of not
less than 320 acres in any one location."
7. SUSPENDED ENTRIES.

Prior to the expiration of the act ef 3d of August, 1846, in relation to suspended entries of land in this office, it was discovered
that other and pre.ssing duties would have to be neglected, or they
would prevent. a due examination, wit.h in the time limited by the
act, of many cases of pre-emption and private entry, which ought
justly and properly to be confirmed under its provisions. To avoid
this evil, I recommended to the appropriate committees of Congress
at the last session an extension of said law for a year; which recommendation was approved, and led to the passage, of the act of
17th of J~Iy, 1848, extending the provisions of the act of the 3d of
August, 1846, to the 3d of August, 1849; within which period, it
is believed, all the ·c ases in which the claimants are equitably entitled to relief will be disposed of.
In my la1t annual report, I stated all the cases which had been ,
examined and confirmed up to that date. Since then, the following
additional cases have been adjudicated favorably to the claimants,
to wit:
In Mississippi. .• ,
In Louisiana., ..•

In Florida .••••••
In Indiau ..•••.•

5
32
9
159
14
12
9
2
558
6
1

Total--confirmed
rejected..

807 pre-emption and private entries .••• , embracing,,..
2 entrie-s, in part in Wisconsin, .•.•...• ,do........

In Missouri ••••••

In Arkansas .••••
In Wisconsin .•.. ,

pre-emption entries ..•••••••••. embracing about .•
•.•..... do ..••••••••...•••••..•.• : •. do .••••.••
back concessions and private entries .••. do ..•• , .••
pre-emption .entries ..••• , ••..•...•. , .do,,, •• ,,.
private ..•..••. do ..•••• ,.,.,, •••.•... do .•..• , ••
pre-emption ... do ..••••••.• ,., •.•..•. do .. ,, ..•.
pr1'vate .•••••.. do .•.••• , •••••• , .•.. , , do ......••
pre-etnption ... do ••.••••.••• ,,., .•••. do., ••. , ••
private ..••..•. do •.•••.••.•••••••.• , .do ....•..•
pre-emption ... do .••••••.•••.•• , .•••• do ••..•.••
•••. do ••..•••. do ••••••••••• , •••••••. do ...•.•.•

560 acres.
4,160 do
1,920 do
20,640 . do
1,120 do
1 ,520 do
1,760 dg.
160 do
46,800 do
480 do
80 1 do

79,200
160

do
do

As soon as the remaining cases shall have been adjudicated by
the board, a full report will be made to Congress of the whole
number of entries · confirmed and rejected by the board, under the
provisions of the acts aforesaid, in conformity with the 2d and 3d
sections of the first recited act of August 3, 1846.
In the meantime, patents will be issued to the claimants as here·
tofore, as fast as the confirmations are made, and the several cases
are thereby released from suspension.
, 8. THE NUMBER OF PATENTS ENGROSSED, RECORDED, TRANSMITTED, &c.

1. The number of cash system patents, engrossed, recorded, and transmitted to patentees, on account of the
ordinary sales of the public lands, for cash, from the 1st
of January, 1847, to the 30th of September, 1848, is ...• 134,500
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2. The number of patents engrossed, recorded and transmitted, for priv te land claims, Indian reservations, and
Chickasaw Indian sales, from the 1st of January, 1847, to
the 30th of September; 1848, is...... • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •
3. The number of patents engrossed, recorded, and
transmitted upon located bounty land warrants, for services rendered in the late war with Great Britain,\from the
1st January, 1847, to the 30th September, 1848, is.......
4. The number of Virginia military patents, engrossed,
recorded and transmitted, on entries and surveys made, in
the Virginia military reservation in the State of Ohio,
from the 1st January, 1847, to the 30th September, 1848,
IS •

I

••••••••• '

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • It

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1 ,622'

257

•

5. The number of patents engrossed, recorded and
transmitted, on locations made with Mexican war bounty
land war• ants, {rom the 4th d~y of December, 1847, to the
30th· day of SepteOJ.ber, 1848,

IS...... . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .

375

5, 002

Making the total number of patents eng'rossed, recorded
and transmitted to the patentees, by the Ge~eral Land
Office, during the calendar year 1847, and first, second
and third quarters of the year 1848...... . • • • . • . • • • • • • • 141,756

----

1. The number of copies, or exemplifications of cash
system patents, furnished to applicants during the year
1847, and for the first, second and third quarters of 1848,

is ............ e •

• • • • • •

• • • •

• • • •

• • • •

• • • • • •

• • • •

• • • •

457

• • • • •

2. The number of copies, or exemplifications of late war
wit~ Gr~at Britain bounty land patents, for the same

periods, IS . • • • • • • • •
3. The number of
military patents, for
4. The number of
land claims, Indian
s,ales patents for the

400·

•••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••••

copie~,

or exemplifications of Virginia
the same periods, is................
copies, or exemplifications o'f private
reservations; and Chickasaw Indian
same periods, is.... . • • •. • • . • • • • • • • .

256

Making the total number of copies of patents furnished
to applicants during the year 1847, and for the first, second
and third quarters of the year 1848 •••••••••••••••••.••

1,413

300

----

Unre'mitted attention has been given to this important bran~h of
the operations of this office, with the view of bringing up all the
patents, of the various classes mentioned, to the latest practicable
date; and much credit is due to the gentlemen entrusted with this
service, for the extraordinary number, as compared with former
years, which have been written and transmitted for the last, and
first three quarters of the present year.
Gr~at labor and particularity are often necessary, in preparing
the forms of the patents for the private land claim and Indian
reservation cases, and much time is consumed in writing tb.em,
after the forms are made out and corrected-it being not unfre-
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quent1y the cas~ that the writing of a single patent will require
the constant employment of a good clerk fbr a whole day. The
Virginia military patents also require much time in writing them,
on account of the numerous courses and distances in many of the
surveys, and much care is necessary to avoid mistakes, which might
render them valueless in the hands of the patentees, after they are
written.
·
. To avoid all possible errors, however, as far as may be practicable, all the patents of every description are' rigidly examined, and
compared with the certificates of purchase, certificates of location,
or other data upon which they ar•e predicated, by boards of competent examiners, before they are given out' to the patentees or
transmitted to the local lanJ offices for d~livery.
9.-BOUNTY LAND DISTRICTS IN THE STATE OF OHIO-BOUNTY LAND
SCRIP, &c.

I mentioned in my last annual report that there were three military districts in the State of Ohio, to wit: 1st, the United States
military district; .2d, the Canadian and Nova Scotia refugee district; and, 3d, the Virginia military district. These districts were
originally carv~d out of the " Northwestern Territory," and set
apart and reserved by the United States and the State of Virginia,
for the satisfaction of claims to " bounty lands," for services ren- '
dered during the revolutionary war.
1. The United States military district contained origina~ Iy
2,514,867.58 acres, and was set apart to satisfy the claims of such
officers and soldiers only as had served on continental establishment during the war. Of this quantity, 1,301,326.38 acres were
located with bounty land warrants, and 127,626.50 acres appropriated for common schools in the district, and otherwise granted
to persons properly entitled thereto, leaving 1,085,914.'70 acres
unloc~.ted, prior to the 3d of July, 1832.
The u~located portions of this district were restored to the mass
of the public domain, and made subject to private entry, as other
public la11.ds, by the act of July 3, 1832; of which there have been
sold, up to December 31, 1847, 1,069,.204.56 acres, leaving still a
vacant remnant of 16,710.14 acres, subject to sale at "private entry." The sarrie act provided for the satisfaction of all the outstanding Nnlocated claims upon this district, in a species of scrip,
usually called "revolutionary military land scrip;" which was
made receivable in the entry and payment of other public lands,
for the number of acres expressed upon the face of the scrip.
The time for issuing warrants for these unsatisfied claims was
extended, by the act of J u1y 13, 183.2, to the 1st of January, 1835;
and by the act of January 27, 1835, to the 1st day of January, 1842.
The act of .27th January, 1835, was subsequently revi vrd and
continued in force by the act of July .27, 1842, for the term of five
years from and after the date of the last mentioned act.
The time for issuing this class of warrants expired on the 27th of
July, 1847. The second section of the last recited act provided
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th~t, in all cases which were not finally disposed of within the time
thus limited, should be, therefore, forever barred from the benefit
of all claim to bounty land, for services performed, within the
spirit and meaning of the foregoinp: recited acts.
The two acts of January 27, 1835, have been again revived by
the act of the 26th of June, 1848, and continued in force for jive
years from the passage of said act, by which the time for issuing
this class of warrants has been extended to June 26, 1853.
2. The Canadian and Nova Scotia refugee land dist1·ict.-By the
act of February 18, 1801, fractional townships of the 16th, 17th,
18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d ranges of townships adjoining the
southern boundary of the first mentioned district, · containing
97,930.17 acres, were onlered to be sub-divided into half sections,
of 320 acres each, and set apart to satisfy the grants made to the
refugees from the British Provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,
of which 63,462 acres were located with Canadian warrarlts, leaving
44,468.17 acres unlocated, prior to the 29th of April, 1816.
The unlocated portions of this district were re-attached to the
public domain, and made a part of the Chillicothe land district, by
the act of Congress of April 29, 1816; and, having been shortly
afterwanls proclaimed for sale at public auction, subsequently became subject to sale at "private entry," as other public hnds;
since when, and up to the 31st of December, 1847, 43,386.17 a..:res
have been sold, leaving a small remnant of 1>082 acres still vacant
and unsold.
3. The Virginia military district lies between the Sciota and
Little Miami ri v.ers, an~ contained originally upwards of 4,000,000
of acres. This district was reserved by the State of Virginia, in her
deed of cession of 1784, for the purpose of satisfying the "bounty
land" claims of her c.wn officers and soldiers, on continental establishment, for services rendered during the revolutionary war.
The good lands in this district have been long since absorbed by
the locations of the more early claimants; and a large number of
warrants of this class appear still to be unsatisfied. The qu<l.ntity
of land still remaining vacant in this district is estimated at about
175,000 acres; the greater part of \vhich is represented to be of
very inferior quality, and much of it as entirely unfit for cultivation.
The first act passed by Congress, on the 30th of l\fay, 1830, for
the relief of the officers and soldiers. of the Virginia State line
and navy of the revolution, provided for a relinquishment of their
claims to bounties in lands, and for the issuing of certificates of
scrip, in satisfaction of them, for certain nominal sums, equal to
the minimum price of the public lands, for such number of acres
as the claimants were entitled to. These certificates of scrip were
made receivable in payment for any lands subject to sale at "private entry" in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; the time
of issuing them limited to the 1st of January, 1835; and the quantity of land thus to be located restricted to 260,000 acres .
.By the seventh section of the same act, the like provision was
made for the unsatisfiecl. warrants of the Virginia line of troops, on
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continental establishment, and the quantity of land limit·ed to
.50,000 acres, which was in addition to the 260,000 acres authorized
to be located for the benefit of her State line troops and navy, by
the fifth section of the act. This amount of scrip having proved to
be insufficient for the satisfaction of these classes of warrants,
another act was passed on the 13th July, 1832, authorizing an additional issue of scrip for 300,000, embracing as well the Virginia
line of troops on continental establishment as her State line and
' navy, so far as the warrants of either remained unsatisfied.
This last mentioned appropriation being also exhausted, another ,
act was passed on the 2d of March, 1833, providing for the issue of
an additional amount of scrip for, 200,000 .acres of land for the
same uses, with the additjonal privilege that this class of scrip
should be 'receivable in payment for any of the public lands subject
to private entry, without restriction as to the State or territory in
which th ey might be situated.
A large number of these warrants .being still unsatisfied, Congress
again, by the second section of the act of 3d of March, 1835, making" appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the
government for the year 1835," authorized a further issue of scrip
for 650,000 acres of land, in addition to the amounts heretoforE. appropriated by the acts of 1830, 1832 and 1833, with the provision
that such certificates of scrip should be receivable in payment for
any of the public lands subject to sale at'' private entry."
This section of the law, which seems to have been intended to
put an end to any further applications to Congres-s on account of
these unsatisfied claims, provided "that no scrip should be issued
under it, until the 1st day of September, 1835, and that in the mean
time these land warrants should b~ received in the general land
office until that day; anrl that if the amount thus filed should exceed in quantity the 650,000 acres of land appropriated by the act,
that the commissioner of the general land office should apportion
the said amount of land among the warrants which might then be
on file in his office, in full satisfaction thereof."
This is the last law which has been passed in reference to this
.class of claims. The claimants have, nev~rtheless, continued to
file their warrants in this office, from time to time~ notwithstanding
the expiration of the period limited by the act, in the hope or expe1ctation that some further provision would yet be made by Congress for their final and complete satisfaction, at some future period,
in "scrip."
The number of warrants of this description issued by the authority of the State of Virginia, and now on . file in this office, is 330,
.c onsisting of Virginia continental, State line, ai1d navy warrants,
em bracing in the whole 201,000 acres.
Whether a further issue of "scrip," to satisfy these claims, is required by justice, or not, under all the circumstances, is now again
. respectfully submitted for the consideration of Congress.
· The number of patents issued upon surveys of lands in this district, during the year 1847, and for the first three-quarters of the
year 1848, is 375, embracing 33,275 acres; and the number of sur-
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veys now on file in this office, and not patented, is 73, calling for
5,201 acres of land.
10.-LEAD MINERAL LANDS.

Under the act of July 11, 1846, the whole of the reserved lands
in the States of Illinois, Arkansas, Wisconsin and Iowa, supposed
to contain mines of "lrJad ore," have been offered for sale, at public auction, and but a very small proportion sold as "mineral
lands." The portions still remaining unsold have bec~me subject
to "private entry," at the ordinary minimum of $1 25 per acre;
and the leasing syst'em has been entirely abandoned, as unprofitable to the government, and injurious to the settlement and improvement of the country.
Of the 556. entries in the Mineral Point district, Wisconsin,
which had been heretofore suspended on account of alleged frauds,
and which were investigated and reported upon by General Samuel
Leech, under instructions from this office, dated April 12, 1847,
540 cases have been confirmed under the provisions of the act of
August 3, 18-!6, leaving sixteen only for future adjustment; most
of which will probably be rejected for want of sufficient testimony
to show an equitable interest on the part of the present claimants.
In the adjudication of these cases, a liberal policy has been uniformly adopted by the board, where there were no conflicting
claims on the part of third persons, to make it necessary to pursue
a more rigid course of examination.
11.-CQPPER -MINERAL LANDS.

·The sales of the mineral lands in the Lake Superior distric~ in
Michigan, and in the Chippewa district in \Visconsin, have fallen
far short of what had been anticipated. In the former district,
there have been sold 2,016 07 acres, at the minimum of five dollars
per acre; and 6,464.81 acres under leases, at the minimum of two
dollars and fifty cents per acre, making a total of 8,480.88 acres,
amounting to $26,242 37. · In the latter district, no sales have
been made of mine,ral lands.
There is no doubt tha! there are many valuable mines of copper
in these districts, but it is evident, from the reports of the geologist, that there are also numerous deposites of mineral that are
not worth working. The experience of the past, with· reference to
the mineral regions of Wisconsin, Iowa, and .Missouri, is certainly
conclusive as to the inexpediency of continuing the leasing system,
or increasing the minimum price of these mineral lands; and it
would seem to be but reasonable that we should be guided by, that
experience, in reference to the mineral lands now under consideration. Admitting that valuable mines may be discoYered, and that
the persons working them can procure the lands embracing them
for five dollars per acre, it is manifest that that price is no equivalent for such mines. But where persons are deceived by i .Hlications, and purchase lands containing valueless deposites at the

32

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

same price, it is equally apparent that they have suffered injustice.
Moreover, by fixing the minimum of these lands at a high rate, the
settlement of the country- is retarded, and by compelling lessees to
enter large bodies of these lands to secure their mines, the whole
country is thrown into the hands of a few capitalists, instead of
being apportioned out in small tracts among actual settlers and
a£Sriculturists. By these means, the harJy pioneers are shut out of
the country, and consequently the actual wealth of it cannot be
explored and devPloped.
If every facil.ity was given to the purchase and settlement of
these regions, the miners could cultivate the soil, while they were
seeking for mineral wealth; anrl the farmers would reap a rich reward for their labors in the advanced price they would get in that
inhospitable region for- the products of their farms. More mines
would be discovered and worked, and the consequent increase ·in
the quantity of the metal produced would d'ecrease the price of it,
and thus the whole community would be benefitted. I would,
therefore, respectfully recommend that the price of these lands be
reduced to the ordinary minimum, and that they be thrown open· to
pre-emption, reserving, however, to the owners of leases which
l1ave not expired the right to enter all the lands covered by those
leases at the reduced minimum.
The report of the mineral agent is very full and satisfactory, and
/shows that seYeral of the mines which have been worked have
proved to be valuabJe investments. This agency has not only supported itself, but has yielded an actual revenue to the government,
over and above all expenses, of nearly seven thousand dollars, in
the space of about two years. As the sales progress, the business
of the agency of course decreases, and as it is expected that most
of the lands which have been surveyed will be brought into market next summer, I would respectfully recommend that that agency
be closed after the 30th of Jtane next, and the remaining duties, if
any, be devolved upon the land officers at Sault Ste. Marie, with a
reasonable compensation for the additional duty. ·
12.-PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS.

I beg leave mo~t respectfully to refer to the recommendation in
my last annual report, for the extension of the pre-emption privilege to ~dl actual settlers on the public lands, whether surveyed
or not, to which the Indian title has been extinguished. This meritorious class of our citizens is entitled to special consideration,
as it is chiefly through their instrumentality that the fruitful re ..
gions of the west have been opened up to the enterprise and industry of the millions who now people them. When we compare the
prosperity of those young and flourishing States with their condition thirty qr forty years ago, and remember that it was chiefly by
means of the labor, the sufferings, and toil of the hardy pioneers
and their descendants that the wildenHss has been transformed
into fruitful fields, and cities and towns built up where the beasts
of the forest were\vont to range, it is certainly but small compen•
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suti_on that they should be permitted to purchase their homes and
farms at the price fixed by the government, without competing with
the greedy speculator for the fruits of their -own labor. Cert.ainly
the government cannot desire to increase · its revenues by the pittance that might be obtained at public sale for the impro~ements
of such settlers, and as those improvements alone enhan'c e the value
of such lands, it is a matter of strict justice and equity, that every
settler should be permitted to purchase his lands at .the maximum
that they would yield if they were not improved. I would therefore recommend that the pre-emption laws be so amended, and that
provision be made to prevent the injustice now frequently suffered
by settlers, under the act of 4th Sepfember, 1841, who may not
have filed t'heir declatations within the time prescribed by that act,
and consequently lose their improvements by pre-emption rights
ac<q_uired by subsequent settlers. And also to require the settler
upon lands subject to "private entry," with the view of pr0curing
the right of pre-emption under the 15th section of the act, ·to file
with the register of the proper local land -office, in lieu of the declaratory statement now required by law, and within the time
limited by that act;- an affidavit that he has actually made a settlement upon the land claimed, by a personal residence thereon, that
it is his intention to purchase the same from the United States in
good faith, and that such settlement and claim are . made for his
own benefit, and not for the use,- or in trust for anotlier ,-the said
affidavit to be accompanied by the corroborating testimony of two
credible witnesses, who shall also state in their affidavits, the number composing the claimant's family, the nature and extent of his
improvement upon the 'land, and that he continued to reside
thereon.
·
This precaution .has become necessary, from experience in numerous cases, to prevent fraudulent declarations and pretended settlements, with a view to speculation only, where there is no apparent
intention to purchase the land from the government.
13. SCHOOL LANDS.

It has been the policy of Congress to promote educational pur~
poses, by a grant of the sixteenth section to every township, for
the support of schools; and where that section is interfered witb,
either in whole or in part, by private confirmed claims, donations
or Indian reserves, legal provision has further been made, entitling
such township, or fractional township, to a selection, for the use of
schools, of other lands in the same district; the quantity thus allowed to each, to depend upon the area of the township, in the
ratios specified in the act of Congress, approved May 20, 1826, entitled "An act to appropriate lands for the support of schools in
certain townships, and fractional townships, not before provided
for." This laudable purpose of our national legislature has, how- .
ever, often been defeated, 0 r has proved ineffective, in consequence
of the sixteenth section frequently falling, as in the alluvial parts
of Louisiana, upon "irreclaimable sea marsh," and. in other in1
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stances upon lar.~s unfit for cultivation, and sometimes entirely
valueless. As existing legislation makes no provision for cases .of
this category, I recommend that Congress provide for the sa me, by
giving authority of ·law to .the proper State officers to select other
public lal\,ds in lieu of worthless school sections; the new selection
to be subject to the approval of the department, and the terms of
the enactment to be such that upon the approval being given to the
new selection, the original tract shall ipso facto revert to the government.
This subJect is adverted to in resolutions of the legislatures of
Louisiana and ~lorida, and also in a memorial of the State of Louisiana, which were presented at the last session, and are found in
Senate miscellaneous documents Nos. 42, 43, 72, 1st se;;sion 30th
Congress.
The legislature of Louisiana, in view of existing legal limitati~ns as to the sale and disposal of the sch9ol lands, have asked of
Congress authority of law to the State to make a common school
fund of all the school lands to ·which Louisiana is entitled, to be
expended as the authorities of the State may direct, without reference to the particular townships in which the lands may be situated.
L• consideration· of the provisions in the constitution of the
State of Louisiana in respect to the establishment of free schools
throughout the State, as referred to in the memorial, and for t)H:'
reasons appearing in that memorial, I recommend that author:ity of
law be conferred accordingly upon the legislatur'e of the State. .
This office decided in 1846, that the State of Florida was not entitled, under existing laws, to school lands, in lieu of what would
have been the sixteenth section·s within the limits of the two confirmed claims, known as the "Forbes purchase" and "Arredo)'ldo
grant," the aggregate areas of which amount to 1,716,935 acres.
This matter is adverted to in the Florida resolutions, and authority of law is asked of Congress for the location of an equi:va·
lent on other lands, which I recommend, but with the limitation
that the selection be confined to that State.
Indeed, I would respectfully invite the consideration of Congress
' to the . propriety of an enlargement of the school donation, by an additional appropriation for each township, as there can be but one
-opinion as to he importance of liberally promoting general education over our wide spread republic, whose instit~tions rest upon
the· intelligence and virtue of the people. In this respect, I beg
leave to suggest that the seat ofthe general governmen t , the capital of the country, has heretofore been overlo ,.k etl.
Congress is the constitutional legislature of the District., and to
that body the citizens of this District naturally look for the extension of that liberality which has. been so generally manifested elsewhere in regard to the school system.
Notwithstanding the heavy taxation to which the citizens are
subject, for improving and beautifying the streets and thoroughfares
of the cities of the district, and with a very limited revenue they have
endeavoured, with a spirit \-Vo r thy of the highest commendation, to
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secure to the nsmg generation the blessings of an enlarged and
general system of education.. Such endeavors, I am sure, will find
favor with Congre~s, by whom special and liberal grants have heretofore been made for benevolent purposes, in all of the new, and
some of the old States.
I therefore earnestly :::-ecommend that a liberal grant of land be
made to this district, . in addition to all the vacant lots in the city
and county of Washington, which belong to the government, that
a fund may be created, the income from which wili be sufficient to
sustain, on a permanent basis, the common school system in this
district.
14. GRADUATION AND REDUCTION OF THE PRICE OF THE PUBLIC LANDS;
DONATIONS OF SWAMP LANDS, &c.

The subject of graduating and reducing the price of the public
lands, has been so often presented and fully considered, that I deem
it unnecessary to do more than refer to previous reports in regard
to this measure.
\
.
The expediency of making a liberal disposition of the swamp
lands to the States in which they lie, has also been presented and
considered. These lands are of no value to the government in
their present condition, and are fruitful sources of disease and
death in the neighborhoods in which they are located. It cannot
be expected that the States will incur the expense of draining
these lands, when they have no interest in them, although they
may render their immediate neighborhoods unhealthy. It is, therefore, respectfully suggested that these lands shall be granted to the
States in which they are situated, on condition that the pr.oceeds
be applied as far as necessary in reclaiming them, and the balance
to form a fund for general purposes of education, and such works
of internal improvement, as may be best calculated to promote the
peculiar interests of such States.
I would also suggest, in all cases where the quantity of the
public lands in 1\ilY State .is reduced below one million of acres,
that they be ceded to the States in which they lie. By this means
the land system will be more speedily closed up in the several
States, and the expense of sustaining it dispensed with, after the
sales shall have ceased to be profi table to the government in the
way of revenue.
It but is just to remark, in conclusion, that in conducting the details of busin ess of this now extensive and important branch. of the
Treasury D epartm ent of the government for the past and present
year, I have been aided by intelligence and talent of no ordinary
character; and in presenting these results of our official labors
through you to Congress, a sense of duty demands of me the
pleasing task of b ea ring testimony to the ex emplary deportment of
the gentlemen employed in this office, and to the ability and zeal
with which each, as a general rule, has faithfully performed his
duty.
For detailed tabular statements of the facts set forth in this re·
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port, I beg leave to refer to the accompanying exhibits, marked
Nos. A to N, inclusive.
A11 which is most respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,.
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner.
Hon. R. J. WALKER,
,
Secretary of the Treasury.
P. S.-'J;he report of the surveyor general of Louisiana has not
yet been receive·d. The map of the State of Michigan, to accompany
the report of the surveyor general of that State, will be submitted
hereafter.
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SCHEDULE OF ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS.
A .-Statement of public lands sold; of cash, treasurer's receipts, treasury notes, scrip, &c.,
received therefor; of incidental expenses thereon, and of payments into the treasury
on account thereof, in the year 1847.
:B.-Sirpilar statement for the 1st and 2d quar ters of the year 1Q48 .
C.-Similar statement for the 3d quarter of 1848.
D.-Statement of Choctaw certific~tes relinqui~hed for public land~, to 30th of October,
1848, so far as the returns have been received.
E.-'Number of military land warrants located under act of 11th of February, 1847.
F.-Statement of·thc recorder of the General Land ,Office, showing the progress of businesiJ
under his immediate supervision.
.
G .-Exhibit of the quantity of public lands advertised for sale in the year 1848; the quantity
for which the plats of survey have been returned to the General Land Office, &c.
H.-Synopsis of public lands advertised for sale since the 30th of November, 1847, (date of
last annual report,) showing the quantity under proclamation, exclusive of school
lands.
I.-Estimate of appropriations required for the office of Commissioner of the General Land
Office for the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1850.
K.-Estimate of appropriations for the surveying department for the fiscal year ending 30th
of June, 1850 .
.L.-Estimate of appropriations required for ,surveying the public lands for the same period.
M -Annual reports of surveyors general, and accompanying documents.
N .-Mineral reports.
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~
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Statement of public lands sold, of caslt, Treasurer's receipts, treasury notes, stock, 4'c., received therefor; of incidental expenses thereon, and of payments into the treasury on account thereof, in the year 1847.
Lands sold after de?ucting erronceusj Amount received in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
entnes.
treasury notes.
LAND OFFICES AND STATES,

Acres.

Purchase money.,

I Treas~rer's
cmpts.

Cash.

re·

I Treasury notes.
trj

--- ---

~

I

OHIO.

Chillicothe .•.••••••••••••••••..•••.•••..••••••••••••••••••
Upper Sandusky .....•.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

63,472.30
41,076.13

$82,676 33
111,429 .45

$82,551 33
Ill ,_124 95

,................ ,................

I- -------·--------1------------·--------·
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• .• ••••••••••
104,548.43
. JOO 00
194,105 78
193,676 28
. . . •. . . • •. . ••. . .

$100 00

= = = =1= = =1= = =1= = = = 1 = = =
INDIANA.

Jefferson ville •.•..•••.•••...•...••.•...•••••••• , •••••••••••
Vincennes ••.•••.•••••..•••.•••.....•....••••••••••••••••.
Indianapolis. . . • • • • • . . • . . . • • • • . • . . • • • • . . • . •••.•.•••••.••••
Crawfordsville ••.•.•.•••..•...•.••.••••••.••..•..••.•••...
Fort Wayne .••...•...•.•...••••.•..••.•.•.••.•••.•••••••
Winamac .•••••••••.•.••...•••.•..•.••••••••••.••••.•••.••

33,879.89
37,590.65
26,215.78
22,443.71
52,299.51
54,957.97

42,372
46,996
47,045
28,060
94,856
88,494

48 .
92
45
16
23
88

42,:172
46.996
47;045
27,910
~l4, 706
88,494

48
92

p~nville ...•

, .. , .... , .. , .. ,,.,.,, ..... , ... , •...........•..

28,650.08
15,419.70
13..,330.29
13,149.67
24,272.23
20,592.78
15,653.06

35,881
19,274
16,662
16,437
. 30,340
25,740
19,567

47
52
90
08
35
96
49

35,R31
19,174
16.662
16 ,387
30,340
25,490
19,567

150 00

16
23
88

47
52
90
OS
35
96
19

~

0

~

4.5

ILLINOIS.

0
~

1-l

Total .................................. l~7,387.5ll--a47,826 n
l--a47,526lZI
·- - - 150
-00= = =l= = =t= = =l= = =l= = =
Shawneetown .••••.••.••••••...•••••••••••.•.•.•.•••••••••
Kaskaskia ..•••..••..•..••...••.•••..•.......••.•.•••••.•.
Edwardsville ......••••••..••....••••.••••.••...•••••••..••
Vandaha .•...•..••.•••••••••..••.•..•••.•••....•....•.••.
Palestine ..•••....•.••..•••••••••..••.•.•....•••••.•.••••.
Springfield •.•.•.••••...•.•••.•••••.••••••... ,. , ••••..••••••

~

.................

50 00

100 00
................
················
················
.
50 00
················ ..................
················
250 00
················
...............................
'

Quincy ......•..........•............•.•......•.......•••.
Dixon .........•..............•......................•.••.
Chicago ..•....•................••. , ...................•..

13,515.02
247,990.06
113,982.53

16,921 59
313,768 98
142,478 16

506,555.42

637,073 20

16,396 59
312,468 98
139 '731 35

300 00
50 00

···········

---632,051 39

800 00

= = =1= = = 1 = = =1= = = 1 = = =
MISSOURI.

St, Louis ... , ....•...•..•...•.....•.••.•.•••....••••••••••

Plattsburg ...•.....•.....................................

38,905.16
34,199.67
19,488.07
28' 107.97
29,805.61
47,082.91
42,675.79

Total •••••.....••••••••.•••• : •••••••••.

240,265.18

~:rr:~~a~: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Jackson ...•.•....•.•..••••.............•...••..••........

Clinton .........................•................... ,, ....
Springfield ....... ............. · .••••.•.•.•.••..••..•.•..••

48,633
42,749
24,360
35' 135
37,259
58,853
53,344

68
33
21
00
96
63
89

300 , 336 70 .

48,283
41,649
24,360
34,982
36,296
58,253
48,591

613
33
21
00
47
63
89

350 00
................
................
1' 100 00
................ .................
153
963
600
' 4,753

················
................
················
· ··•••~~'••·······

292,417 21

00
49
00
00

7,919 49

= = =1= = = 1 = = =1 = == 1 = = =
ALABAMA.

St. Stephens • .. • • .. .. .. . . . .. .. • . .. • .. • .. .. • .. • • .. .. . .. .. ..

Montgomery..............................................
Lebanon..................................................

5 ,024.i8
26,34g.43
20,191.30
16,701.87
25,412.94
·1,614.14
15,576.35
37,855.20

6,425 39
32,936 82
25,269 49
20,878 53
31,766 08
2,0l'r68
19,470 52
47,315 30

Total..................................

148,725.81

-186,079 81

Cahaba . ... ........ .... .... .... .. ... . .. .... ..............
Huntsville................................................
'l'uscaloosa .••.••.••.•.••••••.••...•.~........ ..•••••••.••••

Sparta....................................................
Demopolis......... ........................................

5,453
30,934
25,269
20,479
29,56G
2,017
19,470
47,315

39

$72 00

1 ··

~

16

. ... • • .. • .. • • . ..

49

............................... .

OG
Q8
68
52
30

. ,,,,' ,,, ••••••••
200 00
..........................•....•
....•............••...•........•
........•.•.......••••..•.....••
... ................. . ..•...... ~·

180,505 71

,=

72 00

· ..

900 00
310 59

.1

.

~,410

trj
~

00
~

~

0

,.....
~

59

MISSISSIP-PI.

Washington .••••••..•••••••••••.•...• , ••••.•••.•.•••••••• ,

Augusta ..•.•.•...................... , ... ,., .... ,, .... ,.,.,
Jackson, ••••••.••..••••••••••••••...••••••••••.•••• ; .••••

Grenada ....•..........•...•...............•....•.......•.
Col umbuli • , .••...•....•••••.••..•....... · •.. • •...•. ~ .•...

3,303.79
9~917.67

5,538.35
6,500.34
63 '768.14 .

'l'otal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !_ 89,028.29

4' 129
12,396
6,925
8; 125
79,990

75
88
41
38
58

j_111,56~~-

4,12!)
6 843
1:560
5,223
71,717

75
13
87
38
40

:: :::::::::::::: j:::: :::::::: :: ::

89,476 53

J· ............... j ••••..••.••.•..•

---------------~·--------.

---

w

~

~

A-Continued.

0

Lands sold after deducting erroneous entries.

Amount received in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.

LAND OFFICES AND STATES.

Acres.

Purchase money.

Treasurer's receipts.

Cash.

I Treasury

notes.

LOUISIANA.

$50 00
·2 0,512.04
$25,640 06
$8,639 33
Ne\\· Orleans ...••••••..•.. , ...........•..••• · • · • · · • · · • • • · ·
1,200 00
21,532.34
26,915 40
24,041 15
Opelousas ....•.....•....••......•...... ··•···•···•··••·•·
2,951 77
24,012.41
30,015 50
17,963 83
Ouachita .....•.....•.....•......•......•... ··.•·•·· • · · · • ·
No ~ales.
Greensburg ...•.....•.............•.....• · · · • • • · · · · • · · · · · ·
44,948.23
56,241 1356,241 33
N atchiloches ............................ · •. •. • · · · · · · · · • · ·· ·--------I-.- - - - - - -l- - - - - - - - -1- - - - - - - -1- - - - - · - - 4,201 77
111,005.02
138,812
09
106,885
44
Total ...•.•••.•••••••••••.•.•••. ··•· •• · ·

= = =1= = =1= = =1= = =1= = = =

:MICHIGAN.

Detroit ....••.••..•.•..••.•....•....•...•.•.•.••••••..•.. ·
Kalamazoo .............................•..••....• ·•••·•···
Genesee .........•. ·.......................•....•....... •···
Jonir. ...•....•...•....•.•...•...•...........•.•....••..•...
Total ..•.••..••.•..•• · •• ····• • · · • • · · • · ·

11,127.11
10,049.19
3,717.50
37,372.33

14,238
12,562
5,462
46,715

62,266.13

78,979 40

89
23

_1 4,225
12,562
5,462
46,715

71 ................ ............... .
23 ...........................•..•.
77 ...........•..........•.......•.
51 1...............................
.
1

________ ,________ ,________ ,
71
51

78,966 22

= = =1= = =1= = =1= = =1= : = =

ARKANSAS.

Batesville.................................................
Little Rock...............................................
'Vasbington ...............................................
Fayetteville . . . . . . . • . • . • . . • • . . • . . . . • . . • . . . . • . . • • • . • . . . . • . . .
Helena...................................................
JobnsonC.H... .. .........................................
Champagnole . . . . . • • • • . . . • • • • • . . . • . . • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . • . . . . .
Total ......................... : ........ _

9,646.33
11,800.21
7,859.51
5, 509.87
30,808.04
6,468.52
27,903.96

12,05817
14,750 25
9,824 48
6 ,887 37
38,510 13
8,08549
34,880 94

99,996.44- =124,996 83

11,55817
10,300 25
8,474 48
6, 287 37
33,110 13
7,58549
29 ,275 42
J

106,591 31

..••.•..••••••••..••..••......••
... .. ... .... ....
350 00
........ ........
1,350 00
..•..•...........•..............
................
600 00
................ . .............. .
. •. . . • . . . . . . . . . .
606 88
................ 1_2,906 88

~
~

~

0
~

~
~

1-l

~

FLORIDA.

Tallahassee ................................................
.
St.August1ne.............................................
Newnansville.............................................

17,740.75
1,203.06
7,931.03

Total .................................. IOWA.

.23,35863
•1,b0383·
9,91378

I

·................
1558841
'
.....•.........................•
............................... .

.26 ,87~.84 ~--w,776 u-l-~ill4oT~~~~==I---1-,558

.

Dubuque.................................................
Fairfield..................................................
Iowa City................................................

.21,799 .79
1,503 8 3
9,91378

133,419.17
93,298.47
44 .896.61

167~901 39
116,696 20
58,668 75

I

167,901 39
116,696 20
58 ,417 65

84

...........•....................
.•...•...........•.•••.........•
.. . .. . . . . . . .. .. .
251 10

Total ...................... : ... . ....... --271,614.2s--343,266 34 ~--34_3,01524==~~----25}-;;-=======- . === ~ ===-==:-======

WrS CONSIN.

MineralPoint .............................................
117,490.46 · 149 ,43729 1
147,883951 ................
1,15334
Green Bay ...................... :.........................
200.993.74
363 ,849 50
363,774 50 ····~ .......................... .
J.\llilwaukee ....... . ............ ... ..... . ....... . ........... _22-! ,554 ~--28 5,~--28 5 , 2~6 ~ ....... . ........ . ....•..........
Total..................................

633,038 .27

798,583 57

l

796 ,955 23

,................

1,153 34

tr_j
~

~

0
~

~
0

J-l

~

,....
~

.....

'

A-Continued.

~

~

Amount received in forfeited land stock, military
scrip, and Choctaw certificates.
LAND O}' FICES AND STATES,

Forfeited land
stock.

Military land
scrip.

Amount of inci·1 Amount paid into
dental expenses.
t~e treasnry dn·
Chocta~certifi · I
nng the year.
cates.

--~--------------~----~---------------------------l----------------l------------------1-------------- l-------------- · --------------OHIO,

···j· ............... ,

Ch!llicothe .••.•••.•••••• • ••••••••••••• , •••• ;, •••••..•••
Upper Sandusky •••••.••.••••••••••••••••..•••..• .• • • • • • • • • •
Total.-: ••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•

$79 50

$12~ 00

. 12o 00

$3,774 79
4,069 14

$77,835 28
108 ,599 20

7, 843 93

186,434 48

-------.
- -------·--------·
- -------·-------250 oo'
79 .50
~= t=== t === l === l ===

INDIANA.

~
~

t:;
0
~

~

Jeffersonville .••••••••.••.•.••••.• ·....•••.•..•...••.••••••...••.• ; .••••.....•••••. , . · · · ~ · ••
Vincennes .•.•••...•.•••••••.. : ....••.•.••••.••..•.•..• .-•.. : • .............•.....•....••••••
Indie!lapolis .•...•.•.....•.....••..•.•••••.••..•.. ~ •• , •• , •. ..••. ~ ..•....••....•.••.••..•••.
CraVI·fonlsville ......•.•...•••• , •....•••••• , ••••..•..••••••..•.•.•..•..•......•. , .•....•.•.
Fort Wayne ... ·•••••.••.... , .•...••• , •••••.•.•••••. ,...... . . • . . . . . • . . • . . • .
· 150 00
Winamac .•••••••.••.••.......•••• ·•••••••••••••••••.••••••..•.................•......• ·~ •..

...... ........ .
;

40,258
46, !95
40,494
29 ,506
77, 360
81,966

3,184 44
2,574 52
2 , 921 26
2 ,000 48

3, 246 38
4,009 85

16
00
h3
35
95
61

-----------;- -------·--------:- --------1--------

Totai •••.••..•.••• : ..•.••••••..•••.••.• I•• ~· •••••••••••••

150 00
315,781 70
17 ,936 93
= = =t= = =t= = =l= = =l= = =

ILLINOIS.

Shawneetown ......................... • .•••••••. , • , ••• , ••.....••• , •..•.....• ~ ...•..•.....•.........•..••.....
Kaskaskia ..••.••.•••.••••.•.••••••••..•••.. , •.•••...••.•••..•.....•...•••••.• , ••........• ..- , .•.•.•.•..•....
Edwardsville., ••....••••••.....•.•.•• ,, ••• .• , , •••• , , :-••.• , .•..•.• ·~·... • •...•. ·•, •.•.••••..••............
Vandalia ..••••••••...••••. : •••••••••••.•••..•••..• ·~ .••••..••..••. , . , , ••. , ••••..•.•..•.•....• , ...•.. , ...
Palestine .•.••••....•.•••.• ; •.•.••.•••..••.••..•..•.••••••....•...•••.•••...•••••...•..••....••........••.

~:~~IT~e~~::::: :::::::::::::::: :::: :: ::: :: :::::: ::::::::: ·. ':: :: ::.:: :::::::: :~ ::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::

31,293
20, 800
16,100
19,682

2,130 52

1 ,606 32
1 ,416 10
I ,488 00
1 ,914 I7

I ,949 41
1,794 43

I
!

•

80
00
00
00
28,680 00 .
26,012 09
21,232 93

0

~

~

r

•

I

I' ...............I
r

Quincy................................................... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Dixon....................................................................
Chicago •...• ,.,.......................................... . • . • • • • . • . • . . • . .

225 00
1,250 00
2, 746 81

Total •••••••• ,,, •••• , ........ ,, ••• ,.,,, •..• , • . • . • . . . . • .
I

4,221 81

--------

-:. •••.••. .•.•. ..
.... .... ........

--

1,657 80
9,274 66
7,322 03

I

16 788 85
304,242 95
145; 182 56

-------------------30,553 44
630,015 18
1===1==

MISSOURI.

St. Louis ....•••••.•••.•••.•••••••••••.••.••• , ••••.•• , •••• , .•••..••••.••...•.••• , , . , , •••••...••• , ••...•.•.
Fayette ..••..•.•.....••• , .•••.•.••••..•• ,., .••.••• , .••. , ..• , , •...... , •.... , . , , , , ..••..••............•..•.
Palmyra ..•...•.••..•..••...••••.•••••.••••••••••.•• ,, •.•......•••.••...•..•••• , • , , •••.•• , ..•••.•• , •. , •.. ;
Jackson •••••••. ,., •...•••••• , •• , •• ; ••••. , •. , •.••••..•••...••••••..••••.•..• , ••••.. , ••.•.•.••••.....•••• , .
Clinton ......•.•.••. ,., .• ,., ••.....•... ,., ... , ••.• ,,.,.,, ..•.• ~- •••.• , •.•... , , , , ••....•...•....•.. , •...•...
Springfield .•.. , .•••••...• : ..•.•••••••••••••.•..••••. , • , ••..•.••••.•••••..•••••....•...•...•••.•....•....
Plattsburg •• , ••• , • , •• • • , • , •• , ••.•• , •• , ••••• , • , , •. , , , •• ". , • . . . . • • • . . • • . . . . . . •••••...•...•........•.•.•.....

6,117 76

43,015 18

2,597 44

50,870 47

1,654 79
1,968 b3
2,421 41
3,862 46
3,859 73

24,15~

46
36,857 15
53,847 15
81,291 76
66,413 59

22,482 42
357,053 76
1===1===1===

Total •••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.. • · · · · · · · · · • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · • · · ·

I

I

ALABAMA.

St. Stephen's .•••••••••• , .•....••• , •..••••••..••••••••. , , • , . , ••. , ••. , •.....••••••••.. , , • , , .••••.• , ..•.....
Cahaba ...••••••.••.••• ~ •..•••.••........••..••••••..•.•...•.••.••••••••..••.••••.•••. , , •
$1,692 07
Huntsville ••.•....•.•...•..•.•.•• , •.•••••.••.••••• , •••.... , , ...•. , , .••••.• , , •.•• , • , •..•. , ...• , , •.........••
Tuscaloosa ..•.••.••..• • . • • • . • . . . • • . • • • . . • . • • . . • • • . • . • . . • . . . • . . . . • • . • • . . . . • • . • • • • . • . • . • • . .
199 44
Sparta ..........••••••.••.•.•••..•••••••.•..••••••••• .' ••..•.••......•......••••••....•• , .
2, 200 00
Demopolis ..•.•....•••••••....••.•.••.•.••..· .•••••••••..•..•....•••.•••••...•..•.•.•••.••...........••....
Montgomery .••• , •..•••• , ......•. , .•••••••.••••..•.. , , , ••.....•.... , •••.• , .••.•••••.•........•• , , ..•. , •••.
Lebanon •••••••••..••.•••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••••..•.•....••••......•..•...•..................••..
Total ••••••••· •••••••••••••••••••••••••• !~ .••••••••..•••. ,..•••.••••.••••.

4,091 51

1 '122
] ,9:11
1,501
1,494
1,816
1,048

22
05
37

47
47
24

I·

1,731 03
32,110 59
40,746 50
14,870 40

2611696
1

>oi

48

1,667 42
3,659 14

21,226 74
51 ,099 86

14,240 38

189,603 56

(~

~

~

0
~

~

0

1-l·

~

::o::====:c==l===l= = = l = = = l = = =
MISSISSIPPI.

Washington ••••••.•.•• ~ ••..••••••••••.••••••• , ••••• , ••• , •.•• , •• , ••••• , •• , ..• , , • , •• , , • , .•..• , • , •• , ••••••• ,
Augusta .••••••.••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•• • ••••.•••••••••.••••....••••..•••••. , ,
5,553 75
Jackson .•••.•••••.••.••••..•••.••••.•••••.•••••.•••••••••.••••••.••..•.•.•••••.•... . •.. , .
5,364 54
Grenada, • • • • . . • . . • • . • . • • • • • . • • • • . . . • • • • . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • . • • • • • .
100 00
2 ,800 00
Columbus ••••••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • . • • • • • . . . • . . . • . • . . . • . . • • . . .
8,273 18

Total ..... , . , , . , ..... , ..... , . , . , ....... 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
100 00
===1.:...___==1

21 ,991 47

--

1,515
1,347
1,257
1,309
3,402

80

19
32
99
84

4,413 92
8,233 33
1,760 72
5,979 69
67,575 ~5

87,963 11
8,833 14
! = = =·= = =

...
~

~

A-Continued.

~

Amount received in forfeited land stock, military scrip,
and Choctaw certificates.

•
Chaeta w certifi.

LAND OFFICES AND STATES.

Military land
scrip.

Forfeited land
stock.

Amount of incidental expenses.

Amount paid into the treasury
during the year.

cates.

LOUI SIANA .

New Orleans •..• ,.,, ••..•••. ,, •.•• ,,.,,,, . ....... ,.,.,,.,., ..•••.••••••••••..••••••• , • • • • • •
Opelousas .•••.•..••••••.•••••• , ••.... , . . • • . • . . . . • • • • • . • • • . . . . • . • . . . . • . • • . . • . • • • . . • • . • . • • .

$16,950 73
1 , 6-4 25

$4,644
1,918
2,001
907
2,297

g~~i~}:~~~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~·.··~·~·~:~·~·~·~·~·~·~·.··.··.··.··.··~·~·~:·~:::::: ::::::::::::: :·:::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :~ :~~~: ~~:
Total. .................................. !................ ~ ................ f
1\'IlCHIGAN.

·t

27,724 8 8 , -

I". •.......................... ..

Detroit. ...••••••••••••.•.• , • .• ' •. •. • ... , .••• , •• • ••......
$ 13 18
Kalamazoo , ...••.•.•• ,, •..• ,,., •••••.•.....•.•.••.•...•.•..•••••••.•..•••............• · · •· · ·• · · .. •••••· · •·

. . . .::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::I:::::::::: ::::: l ::: •: •::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

?.~~=~:~·

Total. .................................. ,---1-3ls~=~~~=
ARKAN SA S.

'

I

···j·...... ...... ... ........... .....

Batesville ..••••.• , ••••• ,, .•..• , .•..•.• , .• , •• , •• ,.,,,,, •••..•••.• , ••••• , , , . .• .••••. ·•••••.• ,.
500 00
Little Rock ...•....•••••..•.••.•••...•.•••....••.•••...
4,100 00
Washington, .••..•.. ,, ••.•••• • •.••• ,,., .•..••.• , .•. ,., •...... , ••.. , •.•• , • , .•..• , ..••. , , ••..• , • . • . . . . . . . . . .
Fayetteville •.••. , .••••••.....•••..•. , ....•••••... ,........ .................................
600 00
Helena .................................................... ,................................
4,800 00
Johnson C. H .•• , , ••••• , .... . ............... ,, .. , ...... , ............... . .. , •. , , •. , . , • • • .. .
bOO 00
Cbampagnole, ••••••••.••••••••
4.998 6t

......

••••······· ··········-······j················l. ················

Total .. ................................

=~~!

~~=

15,498

61
$1,480 00
20
~
29,031 40
31
31,331 44
42 ••••••••••••••••
14
41 ,151 14

11,768 68 ,-102,993 98
1 ,650
1 ,440
1,114
2,511

65
04
15
17

6,716 01

12,575
9,700
4,395
44,511

11
00
71
15

71 '181 97

1= = =.= = =
1 ,585
1 ,919
1,169
1,620
2,625
1,389
2,662

64~-12,912

33
90
78
13
80
27
bO ,

9,023
9,227
1, 750
6 , 330
43,475
8,867
37,075

62
28
00
40
90
78
25

66 1=115,750 23

~.
~

~

0
~

~

0

......
~

·~

FLORIDA.

Tallahassee ...............................................................................................

·1

St. Augustine •.•..••••••••••••••••.• ,..................... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .
Newnansv11le ••••••.•••••.•••••.•••.••••.••••••••••••••..•..••.•••••.•••.•..•••••••••••••••..•••••••••• • •••
Total •••••••••••••• ·••••••••••••••••••••

2,051 07
18 747 42
1,509 96 ......••. ~ ..... .
1,410 43
9,074 32

~~=~~~~~=~---4,91146--~174
==================:=~ ==== ~===

IOWA.

·1·...............

Dubuque •...•.••••••......•..•••••.•...•...•••••.•••••.•...•••••..••••.•.•.••.•.•••••••••
Fairfield ...••...•....•. ·.•.•.•.•••...••.•••••.•.•...••..••. . . • • . • . . . . • . • • • . . • • • • • • • . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . • • • . . .
Iowa

city................................................. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . ..
Total. •••••••• _. .................................................. ~ ..... , •.•...•.•••.•..• .....___

6,685 57
5,446 46
3,331 85

164 ,602 00
136,828 94
52,992 59

15,463 88

354,423 53

./

Bay................................................·1·.....
.... .·..........
.. .. .. ...'I '

Mineral Point •...••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••
I
400 00 1· ........ •••••••
Green
75 00 ........••......
Milwaukee ..•.•••• . •••••••••••...•...•...•• ,., ••••••••.••..... , •••••.••.•..••.•••.••.••.•...••••.. • •••••••

5,594 04
10,373 75
5,521 20

................

. 23,488 99

1'otal ...•....••.••••.•..•.•••..•...•..•. 1.; •••••••••••••.

475 00

~

~

WISCONSIN.

/

I
1

157,623 23
368,913 10
282,219 40
808,755 73

~

0
~

~

9
,....,.
~

~

01

A-~ontinued.

~
0')

RECAPITULATION.

- -I

-

--~ -

-

- - - -- - - - -

Lands

~old

after deducting erroneous entries. Amount received in cash, Treasurer's rece!Pts, and treasury notes.

STATES.

"

Acres.

Ohio •..••.....•••.••.••.•...••••••••
Indiana .•••.•..••••......•••.••..•...
Illinois ....•••... , .... : .•.. , .•.•••....
l\Iissonri ..•.•.• , •••••••. , ....•.••••..
AlabaJna .........••••• , ........•.... ,
Mississippi ..•........•• , •.... , , , , ....
Louisiana ..••.•.....•.. , ... , ... ,, •••.
J\1ichigan ....•.•.•.... · -~-· .•..••••.•...
Arkansas .....••.........••.•• ,., .• ,.
},lorida .. , •.••••••.. , ................
Iowa ...•••••........•.••....•.•.....
Wisconsin .. , .••.•••.•.••.•••.•.••••..

104 ,5 18.43
227,387.51
506,555.42
240,265.18
14"8,725.81
89,028.29
111,005.02
62,266.13
99,996.44
26,874.84
271,614.25
633,038.27

Grand total ..•.•.•.•••••••••.

2,521,305.59

Purchase money.

I

_...

.

$ 194 , 105
347,826
637,073
300,336
186,079
111,568
138,8 12
78,979
124,996
34,776
343,266
798,583

78
12
20
70
81
00
09
40
83
24
34
57

3,296,404 08

,,

$193,676
347,526
632,051
292,417
180,505
89,476
106,885
78 ,9 66
106,591
33,217
343 ,'015
796,955

Treasury notes.

Treasurer's receipts.

Cash.

28
12
39
21
71
53
44
22
31
40
24
23

3 ,201 ,284 08

$100 00
....................
150 00
................
.....
~
800 00
...... .............
~
7,919 49
....................
1,410 59
$72 00
t;
.................. 0
····················
4,201 77
.................... ....................
~
....................
2,906 88
2!
····················
1,558 _84
....................
0
~

./,

····················
....................
72 00

251 10
1,153 3~

--------20,452 01

1-'

~

..

A-Recapit'4lation-Continued .
'"

Amount received in forfeited land stock, military scrip, and Choctaw certific~tes.
STA TES.

.. .

Forfeited land stock.

I Military land scrip.

I Choctaw certificates .

Ohio...................... . ...........
$79 50
$250 00
•••• , ............. ..
Indiana . .•.•.••••..••.•..••.••••.••...••• , , • • • • • • . . . . . • . .
150 00
..•••...••••...•..•.
lll!nois
4,221 81
•••••...• . •••••.•••
M1sseurJ ...•. ··•· •• , ...•••••.•••.••.••.••••••.•••...•..•.... , ••••••..•.. , •.••...••.•....••....•...
Alabama .....••.•.........•••..•••..•....•.•••••••••••.....• , . • . . . . • . . . • . • . . . .
$4,091 51
Mississippi ...••...•••..•..••.•.•••••• , •••• , • . . . . • • . • . • • • •
100 00
21 ,991 47
Louisiana ................... ,......... . . • • • • . • • • . . . . • • • . . . . • • • • • • . • . . . . . • • • . • .
27,724 88
13 18
..•..•••••... : ...••...•••••..•...•..••••
Michig an.............................
Arkansas .....••••..•..• ·..••.•..•.•....•••••••....•.. , •• . , • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • . • . .
15,498 64
Florida ......••••••.•.•...•••.•..••....•.••••.•.••••••... . ..••...•••••...••.•..••••• , ••..•.....•..
Iowa ....••• ~ •.••••. , ••••••.•.•..•••....•.•...•...••••....• ·...••....•..••• • ....•....••.••••.•••..
1Visconsin .••••••.••. • , ••• , • , • • • . • • • . . . • • . . • • . • • • . • • . • . . • .
475 00
.•••••.•....•.•••••.

.7........... .................. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..

Amount of incidental! Amount paid into the
expenses.
treasury during the
year.

$7,843
17,936
·· 3o 1 553
22 482

93
93
44
42
14:240 38
8 ,833 14

11,768 68
6,716 01
12,812 66
4,971 46
15,463 89
~3,488 99

$186,434 48

315,781 70
630,015 18

357,053 76
189,603 56
87,963 11

t:tj

HJ2,993
71,181
115,750
27,821

~

98
97
23

74
354,423 53
803,755 73

Grand total ••••••••••.•••.••. I-·----9268_1_ _ 5 ,19681_1_ _ 69 ,3o65o_I_ _ I77 ,mg;--1--3-,247

'mg:;-

~

0
~

~

0

~

~~

~

-1

:B.

~

00

Statement of public lands sold ; of cash, Treasurer's receipts, treasury notes, stock, 4-c., received therefor; of
incidental expenses J_hereon ; and of payments into the treasury on account thereof, during the .first and second
quarters of the year 1848.
Lands sold after ded~cting errone., Amount rec!lived in c3:sh, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.
ous entnes .
LAND OFFICES AND STATES.

Acres.

/

Purchase money.

Cash.

Treasu_rer's re·
ce1pts.

1

Treasury notes.

~

?<

I

OHIO.

Chillicothe ...................-............................. ·1
• Upper8andusky ...................................... ~....
Total •• : ............................ ~·· !
INDIANA.

••

•

•

28 ,17n.61
7,906.64

$S1 ,801 91

36,083.25

16,35755

$37,801 91
16,35755

............................... .
............................... .

54,159 46

54,159 46

............................... .

~

0

~

~

~

I

joooo&

J eff'er~nville ..••t ................. · ...... : · · · · · • • • · • • • • · • ·
· Vincennes .•.. , •••..•....••.......•..........•.•.••.• . •••..
Indianapolis ......•.•..•••. , .•. ,., ...................... ,.,
Crawlordsville ..•..•.•.•..• , ....•••-•.•..••.... ·~ .•••.. , •••
Fort Wayne, .••• , •...•• , •••.....•....•••••..•.••••••••.•.
Winamac •..•.....•..•••......••.....••••••.•.•••••...•.•.

14,615.64
19,848.57
57 ,930.74
5,570.20
92,540.69
80' 178.20

Total •..•..•••••••••.••.••••••••.•••••.

270,684 04

18,306
24,810
113,782
6,962
181 ,804
149,868

80
74
74
78
39

09

495,535' 45

18,306
24,810
113 '324
6,962
181,6 ' 6
149,868

80
74
64
78
69
00

--------494,899 55

..•.••••.•.••••...••....•••.•..•
...•••••••..•..•.••••••..•••....
.. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .
$458 10
.......•..•...•..•••••••...•...•
............. ...
52 70
.......•........•...•.••••••.•••

-----------------------.....•.•.••.....
510 80

----- ~ -------- ~ -------- ~ ----==!===

ILLINOIS.

Shawneetown ••.••...••••••.....•...••• •·• . ._,. •.•••.••• , •••• •
Kaskaskia ..•........••.••.•••••..••.•.••••.....•.•• ; .•••••
·Edwardsville ••••••..••••••.•••.••• ~ •.•..•••.......•••..•..
Vandalia ........................................ •••• • •• · • •• • • • •

16,570.73
9,455.84
4,910.38
4,882.53

20,713
11,819
6,138
6,103

40
82
02
48

20,613
11,819
6,138
6,103

40
82
02
48

~

Palestine ......• · .. • · · .. • · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · .•.........
Springfield .......•..•........... ······ • .................. .
Danville •••..••••.••••.•••••....••.• • •••••••...•....•..•..
Quincy ................................................... .
Dixon ..•.••.........•.....•.•.•.................•.... • ...
Chicago .................................................... .

12' 128.34
10 , 279.29
11,919.04
6,285.69
51,321.63
30,646.50

Total .•..••••••••••••••..•••.•••••..•.•

158,309.97

15,160
12,849
14,898
7,857
64,276
38,308

46

15,160
12,824
14,898
7,857
63,543
38,308

11

84
24
92
07

198,125 36

46
11
84
24
09
07

····························••t•
................
,............... .
.....................................
·································
· •••••••••••••••!••••••••••••••••

197,266 53
I= = = =

~

MISSOURI.

St. Louis ................................................ ·1
Fayette...................................................
Palmyra..................................................

Jackson..................................................
Clinton ...•..••...•••••.•.••.•....•..••.•••.••••.....••... ·1
Springfield................................................
Plattsburg................................................

22,016.~1

~

14,653.o0
5,809.08
18,288.31
12,621.19
23,503.55
16,323.42

Total. ................................. 1=113,220.96

\

27,521
18,332
7,261
22,860
15,800
29,379
20,404

26
46
45
41
17
56
36

27,521
18,332
7,261
22 610
15 '595
29 ;379
20,404

141,55~1 .

26
46
45
41
74
56
36

$250 00
204 43

t.rj
~

~
0
r.>

454 43

141,105 24 /................
1

ALABAMA.

St. Stephens .•..••.•.•.........·...••.......•.•.•.•...•....
Cahaba .•••.•••••.••••••••••••.•••...••••.•..•••••••.•....
Huntsville ...•.•...•.........•...•.......•................
Tuscaloosa ..••••....•.••.•.......................•••.•....
Sparta ..••••••••••••••••.•••••••..••••••••••••••••.•••....
Demopolis ...••••..•••.•••••.•••••....•.••....•.••••.•..•.
Montgomery .•.••••...•••••••..•..••...••.••.... , •••.••.•. · ·

Lebanon .•.•••.•.•••.•...•....•.•....••...•.....••••...•..
Total •• ·•••••••••••• ~'! • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · I·

74
90
74
82
63
94
15
00

1,792.58
5,470.93
7,209.69
6,205.05
6,487.70
1,067.94
4,797.89
15,431.21

2,240
7,866
9,014
7,756
8,109
1,334
6,058
19,289

48,462.99

61,670 92

=======,=

2,240
7,866
9,014
7,756
. 8' 109
1,334
6,058
19,289

.

................ •

74
............... \
90 . • • . • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• •• •• •. • • • . •
74 ................ .... .............
82
63
94
15
00 .

·

~

L.c

?

1-4
~~

61,670 92
-----~--------1===

MISSISSIPPT.

1,627.42
2,369.17
1,214.87
1,131.33
7,406.76

Washington ...•.• : •••..•.•..• ; •.•••.•••••.•••.••••••••••..
Augusta •.•.....••••••....••••••..•••.•.•.......•.........

Jackson .....•.•.•.....•.......•.•.......••...•..•••••....
. Grenada .....•.........•.•...•..•................. , ...... .
Columbus .•.•••••••.•.••••••••.......•.•••..••••••••••••..
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • •

J.

13,749.55

l

2,034
2,961
1,519
1,414
9,258

30
17
58
83
55

17,188 43

I

2,034
2,961
1,519
1,414
9,258

30
17
58
83
55

17,188 43 I

~

(,Q

::B-Gontinued.

,

Land sold after cle~ucting erroneous
entnes.

CJl

Q

I

Amount received in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.

LAND OFFICES AND $TATE~. ,

Acres.

•

Purchase money.

I Treasury notes.

Ti·easurer's receipts . .

Cash.

LOUISI~NA,

New Orleans •..•.•••..•••..•• ,...........................
9,296.84
Opelousas ••.•.•....••........•..•.•.•.. ~................
19,983.88
Ouachita ..••••.--: .•••• ; •..••.......••.•. ·. .................
14,399.14
Greensburg ....•••....•...••...•....••.•.•.......•..........••............
Natchitoches •..••..•.••.••••......·...••......•••..•.......
47,167.77

$11,632 57
25,018 64
18,372 94
(No sale.)
60,010 97

. $9,293 41
23,750 40
18,372 94

............ ·....

$257 35
1,268 24

................ ,, .............. .

· .. · ·55:927· 95'l ::·:::::: :::::: l. ···:4:083. o2··

r --------1--------~--------

Total ••••...•..•.••..••••••••••........

90,847.63

115,035 12

5,608 61

107,344 70

===-===1===1===1==~1___;_==

MICHIG.A.N.

Detroit., .••••••••.•••••••••• •. • • • • • • • • • · • · • · · · · • · · • • • · • • •
Kalamazoo ..•••••.•.•.•........••••. ·.· •• • · • · · · · · · · · · • · ··
Genesee ...•....•.•••....•......•......• ·•··•·····.···•···
Ionia .............•..•.......••.....•.............• ·.••••••
Sault Ste. Marie •..•••..•....••••.....• ••·········•·••····
Total ...•••.•••.•••••. • •. • • •. • · · · •.• · • ·

5,081. 70
5,560.66
1,885.53
15,565.40
.5,689.03

______

,

6,412
7,007
3 ,·838
. 19,456
13,350

12
48
00
79
73

6,412
7,007
3,838
19,456
13,350

12
48
~0

....•..•...•........ .• .•.•••••...
...............•.••.•.••.••.•..•
.•••••....••••....•••..•.••.•..•

19

................... •.• ••••••••• • .•

73

·------ ..••.......••.•.........•.•.•...

,. _

33,782.32

50,065 12

b0,065 12

7,904.83
3,982.21
10,594.52
5,768.21
9,887.65
4,102.33

9,881
4,977
13,243
7,210
12,359
5,127

9,881
4,977
13,243
7,210
12,154
5,127

= = =1....:..__== 1 = = = 1 = = = 1 = = =

ARKA.N~AS .

.:Batesville .••••••.•.••••.•....•.••••.•.••..••••••••.•.••.•
Little Rock .....•.•......••....•.......•.•........•.•..•..
Washington .....•...•....•...•.••.•..•....•..•......•....
Fayetteville •...•....••..•.....•••....••.....•........••••.
Helena ...•.....•••••......•..•.•........... ·..•...••......
Clarksville . • • • • •••.•.•••••.••.••••..•.•••.••·•.. · • · • • • · • ·

03
76

22
27
62
92

03
76
22
27
24
92

................ ,................ .

................
,............... .
. . . . . •• • • • • . • • • .
205 38
••••••••••••• tt. •I• •••••••••••••••
I

t:tj
~

t='

0
~

~
9
1-oi

~

'
Cban1pagnole ••·••• ••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• '''/
Total.............. ...................
FLOlliDA.

72,971 23

72,765 85

. .... ...........

205 38

======~======1-

Tallahassee •.••••..••••••••.•......••.•••••.•••..•..••••. ,
St. Augustine • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • . . . . • • • • . • • • • •
Newnansville .............................................
Total •.•••••••••••••.••••.••••••.•••.•.

16,136.621__:o,17~~---~0;17~~~:..:.:.:..:.:.:..:..:..:.1~~:..:..:...:.
58,376.37

8,033.53
502.84
3,739.56

I
···

11,050 28
628 55
4,674 47

I
·

-665 73
10,384 55 , ...............
628 55 .•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••
4,674 47 .•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••
1

·-----1--------1--------1--------1
18,687 57

12,275.93

16,353 30

6fi5 73

·====1===1~==1====1====

IOWA.

Dubuque •••••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Fairfield .•••.••.••••••••••••.••.••••••••••..•.•.•••• , ••••.
Iowa city ••..•.••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••..•.•.•••••••...

30,932.59
36,932.44
29,852.79

Total ••• , ••••• , ....•• , ••••••• , ••• , .••• , • , •.•.

97,717.82

WISCONSIN.

Mineral Point ..•••••••••.•••••••••...•• • •.•••••••••••••••.
Green Bay .•.••••...•.••........••.•....•.•.•...•......••.
Milwaukee •••••••.•...•••••••••••.••••••••••...•••••..•..
Total. •.•...•.•••. : .•... , ••.....•.•.•..

38 '668
46,253
37,315
122,237

00
13
98

"
•

100 00
150 00

38,568 00
46' 103 13
37,315 98
1-----1

11

121,987 11

250 00

= = =l= ==l====r====l=====
33 '194.66
56' 115.21
32,653.70

41,493 33
70,144 55
40,817 29

41 ,043 33
70,144 55
40,817 29

121,963.57

152,455 17

152,005 17

______ ,

~
~

t;
0
~

~

1------1-----

?

.....
~

el

:B-Continued.

~

__!._

Amount received in forfeited land stock and
military scrip.

I

Amount of incidental Amount paid into tht!
expenses.
treasury during the
·
1st and 2d quarters
of the year.

LAND OFFICJ;S AND STATE S.

Forfeited land stock. I Military land scrip.

...

~

OHIO.

~

Chillicothe .••••••.•••••••••••••. ~ .••..••••..•.•••••••.••.....••.••••••.••••.. ,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • .
U p:per Sandusky. • • • • • • . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . • . • . • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • . • • • . • • • . • . . . • . . • • • . • • • • . . . . • . . . • . .

$1,759 42
1 , 004 66

$36,240 20
19,697 99

··I·...................

55,938 19
---2,764 08.
= = = -,= = = = = = = = = ! = = = = =

'fotal ••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••• •••••.·•·· ..•.•.......•.

Jeffersonville .••••••••••••••••••..•.•....•••.•..••••...•. · · · · • · · • • • • • • • • • • • · • · · · • · • • • · • · • · • • • • · · · ·
Vincennes .•••.•••.•.•..•.•••..•.......•.••..••••••.••......•..••..••• • •. · .....••••.• · · • • · · · • · · · · ·
Indianapolis .•....•....••.•...••....••...•......••......•..•••....•.••....•.....•.•.....•....•....
Crawfordsville ••••.•..•.....•••• . : . ..•...••.•.... . .........•....•.•..•..........•••.•...•.....•••.
Fort Wayne.............................................. . . • • • . . . . . . • • . . • • . . .
$125 00
Winamac ••••.•••..••.••••••...••••••..•...••• !•···· ............................................ .

I

Total •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••. · · • • • · • · · · ·

'

········I

125 00

I

1,721 69
1,204 30
3,494 69
745 85
5' 139 67
5,021 65

16,379 45
19,151 40
115,257 70

I"

8,157 63
190,261 59
144,900 00

,_.____,____ _
17,327 85
494,107 77
====!=======

ILLIN0IS.

·1· .. · · ··· · · · ..... ··1

'

~

~

~

INDIANA.

----

~
o ·

Shawneetown .......................... •• •.•••.••.••• '"' •••
~.
100 00
Kaskaskia ...........•.•...••...•...•.•.••........••.•.....••.•.•••..••.•.••.•...••.••••••••.••••.
Edwar~sville ••••.••.••.••..••••••••.•••.....•.•.••.•••••.•..•••.•.••••••...••...•••..•....•...•...

J andal1a . , , •........... , ..••.·..• , ..... , .......•.. , . . . . . . . . ............... , , . . . .................. .

1,182 09
849 12
652 27

650 73

I ···

21,950
10,000
5,000
5l000

55
00
00
00

""""
~

Palestine .... •-. ·- · · • • · · · • · • · • • • • · • • · · • • • • .. • • • • ................................................. .

Springfie]J ..••• • .• ·• • • ••.•.•..•. • •••.••••...••••.•••.. , . • . . . • • . • . . . . • . • . • . . . . .
25 00
·
Danville ...•••••...•..••..•.•.• ' " •..•.•.••.•• • .•.•..•........•.....•.......•.•...•.•...•.......•.•.

~r~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

::::: :::: :::: :::: ::: ··········733 ·83 · · · ·

Chicago •••.•.•••••••.••••••••.•...•.•.••...••..•••.....•.....•..................•...•....•.......

---------·----------1
858 83

Total ....••..•••••••.••••.•••••••••••• , 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

835
973
840
1,173
2,706
1,642

31

17,214 00

51

15,000 00
10,000 00

14
53
89
88

8,133 69
70,853 00
33,682 02

11,506 47

196,833 26

====!====!====:=====
111ISSOURI.

St. Louis .•••••••..•.•••.•.•.••..•.•...•••••...••.•••••••...•.•.....•..••••••..•.••.•.•••••••••••.
3,585 89
Fayette .....•.•••....••..•..••••••••..•..•.•.••••..••.••...•..•..•..•.....•......•.••....•.....•.
1 ,049 62
Palmyra .....••....•••.•. ;, •...•...••••......•••.•.•....... . •.......•..••..............••..••••.
7-10 63
Jackson .•.•••.•.••••.••••.••.•..••...•.......••.••.•..•....•.......•.•.....•................•.•••
1,155 35
Clinton ...•.••••.••.•...•.....••.•••..••••....•••...•.••......•......•..•......•........•........
680 12
Springfield .•.•••..•••...•....•........•••..•.•.............•.•.•...•...••.......•.••.....••.•..•.
1,933 89
Plattsburg .•••••.•••.••....•..••••.•••••.••.••••..•............••................•.••.....•...••..
1,350 44
-----1
1---------1
Total .••••••..•.••••••••••••••...••.••. , ...•.•.............. , ...•.•...........•..
10,495 94

24,355
13,806
6,323
23,617
232
29,465
20,000

81
03
00
85
63
00
05

117,800 32

====1====1====1====
ALABAMA.

784
685
1,082
857
708
609
698
] ,532

St. Stephen's •••••••••.••.•.•••.••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••......••......•••••••.•.••• , ...•.......••
Cahaba ..•.•.•• .. •••.•••••.•••••.•••...••.•.•..•....••.•••.•..•••..........•••..•.••...••.....••••
Huntsville. . . . • • . • . . . • • . • • • • . . . • . • • . • • . . . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . . • . . • • • • • . . . • • • . . . • . • . . . .•.••.•••••......•.
Tuscaloosa ..•.•••....•••••••••••••.•.•••••••.•••.••••••.•.•.••••. ·· ..•.•••..•.•••.•••...••.•..•••..
Sparta ...••.•••...•.•..•••.•••..••..•••.•.....••••.•...•..•.•••...••••..•.•....••••.••• ·•••..••...
Demopolis .••••••.•••..••..••....•...•.••••.•.•..•..••..•.•.•.•.........•.•••.•••••••••.••••.••••.
Montgomery. • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . • . . . • • • • . • •••••....••..••.••
Lebanon .••.....•.••••••••••.•••.•••••••.••••••••••..••••..•••••........••..••.•••••.• ~ •.•.••.•••.

------·--------1---·6 ,959

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ...•.••.•...•..••.•• , ....•••••...•.••.•..

54
89
34
61
62
23
88
83
94

5,300
11,471
20,252
11 '160
8,000
1,500
1,025
16,000

00
42
09
38
00
00
02
00

~
~

~

0
~

z~

...
~

·------74,708 91

====1====1====1====
MlSSISSil'PI.

-

~ua~~~~~~~~ .'.'.::::: :·:·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::

795
612
856
402
1,012

Jackson ..••••..••••..••.••.•..••.••• ·••••·•••••••··· • •· • · • • • • · • · • · • · • • • • • • • • · · · · · · • • · · • • • •• • • • • • · · ·
Grenada .••••••..••••••••....••.••• • .•.••.•..•••.•.•.•••••••....•• • · · • • • · • • · · · · • · • • • •• • · • • • · • • • · · ·
Columbus ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••.•.••. •··••••·•··•· · · ·· • · ·· • · • · • • •• · · ··
----1

Total, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•.•••••.•••••...•.•• •..... .:.:..:...:.~~
1
1

I

1

po
12
42
27
01

3,507 70
371 67
801 02
11,7£8 64
·-------

82 , = = 16,469
03 =
-3,677
--==

~
~

~
~

Amount received in forfeited land stock and
military scrip.
LAND OFFICEI AND STATES.

1

Amount of incidental
1
expenses,

1

IAmount
paid into the
treasury during the
1st and 2d quarters
of the year.

Forfeited land stock. I Military land scrip.

----------------------------------------1

1~
· --~
- ----

I

LOUISIANA.

New Orleans •..••••••.••....•.•.•••.•.•.•.•.....•.•.•..• ;
Opelousas ...•••.•.•..••.•.•.•.•...•.•...•.•...•..........
Ouachita .•..•...•...•.....•...•.•.•.•..•..•..............
Greensburg..... . • . • . . • • . . . . . . • • . . • . ....•...•.•.•........
Natchitoches •.•••.•...•.•.•.•.•.•••.•••.•••..••...•...•..

....................

$21081 81

·················•••1••••·····-····· .....

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • r • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •~• • • •

_ _ _ _ _ _ _,________I

Total. •••••..••.•.•...•.•...•.••..• ,, •. , ..............•.•••••

2,081 81
~ -------

$1,423
l ,278
1,391
665
2,699

44

$9,762 35
22,324 02
30,643 86

43

26
41
19

7,457 73

--

I

72,741 58
135,471 81

~-----

=

MICHIGAN~

Detroit.................................................. • ••.•....•.••...•...•••...••...•....•..
Kalamazoo •.......•...•.•...........•.•...•.............. · •• • · • · · · · • · · • • • • • • · · · · · • • · · · · • · · · · • • • • •
Genesee .......................................................................................... .
Ionia .... ." ..• ; ..•.....•...•.•.•...•.•...•...•.•.......•......•.•••..•..••••••.••.•••.....•.•••.•.
Sault .Ste. Marie ...•.•.•.•.•... '· •.•••.•.•.•.•.•...•.•.•..... · · • ·. • • .... • • • • · · · ·. • · • · · • • ...•...••.
Total .......•.•.•...•.•.•••.•.....•....

1,002
755
647
1,201
783

54
69
53
63
50

4,310 89

5,409
6,550
3, I flO
18,001

65
00
00
69

33,111 34

ARKANSAS.

Batesville. . • • . . . • • . . . • • • • . • . . . . . . . • . . . • • • . • . • . . . • . . . • . . . • . ......................................... .
Little Rock .•.•.•...•••.......•........••..••...•.....•...•...•.•......••.••.. · · • · • ......... •. · • ·
Washington .•.......•••...•...•.....•.•.......•.•..........•..•.•.••... , •••••.•• • · • •...•..•..••••
Fayetteville. • . . . • . • . • . • . . . . . • . . . • . • . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . • . . . •..••..•••.••.•••••...•.•....•...•••••.
Helena ....•......•••.........•.•...•...........•.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•••.••.•••.•..•.•.••...•.••. , .•••
Clarksville ••••••• ·•••••• , •••••••••.••••••••••••••• , ••••.••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• , ••

818
913
830
899
1,268

no

92
20
3i
89
91
73

8,936 00

4;ooo r·o

12,350
5,678
9,955
5,906

00
00
38
62

t;rj
~

t::1

0
~

2:

~

......

~

Champagnole •.•.•••...•••••••.•..••.•.•.•••.• . •.•••.•.•..
Total. ••..•...•.•.•.•••..••..••.••.....

1,258 84
21 ,025 23
····················'·············· ... ...
6 ,700 .84
67
,851 23
····················
- -- - = =1= = = =1= = = = 1 = = = =

FLORIDA.

Tallahasse~ .••....••.•.•.•.......•...•.•.•••...•.•...•.... ,.••••..••.•.••.••.•. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St. Augustine .•.•.......•...•...•...•.•.•................•..•••.•.•.•.••...•. . •••••.•••••..••....
N ewnansville.... • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • . • . ...•...•. . ..............•••............
1

14,227 41
612 00
2,459 87

1,019 16
696 05
773 61

17,299 28
2,488 82
= = = =!= = = =!= ----- ·
· ==!====

Total ••.•••••••••.•••..•.••••.•••.•.••• , . ....•.....•..• • •... , .......••.•.•.....•.
IOWA.

Dubuque ....................... ~· •••.•••.•.•••.•.•.•.•••.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... .
Fairfield ....•...•.......•...........................•......•••••........•. , , •..•.•..........•....
Iowa city ••.•.••.•...........•.•...........••.................•••
, ......••......•.....••....•....
1
1
Total. ..................... . ................................ ,.••••••...•.•....•••

1,727 54

45,216 12

1 '772 .52
1,782 89

40,932 15
37,145 07

-5,282 95

..
L.......l

•

----123,293 34
I

~

.~

•

~

..

~

~

WISCONSIN.

·1· .......... ·.. ······1

·

l't'Iineral Point ....••.....•.•...............•...•.•...•...
450 00
Green Bay ...............•.....................•.............••••••. , •. , ..•....•.....•..... , ..•.•.
Milwaukee .•..•.....•.•..••.••..•...•...•.•...•.•...........•.•....•...••••••...••..•............
Total. •.•.....•.............•.....•.•.. ,........ , ••..•••••••

450 00

1,490 34

27,169 85
57,921 98

1 , 754 65
1 '128 33

101 ,336 16

4~ 373

186,427 99

32

~

•

•

.......
~

eJt

CJ1

~

B-Continued.

C)

RECAPITULATION.

Land sold after deducting erroneous
entries.

Amount recaived in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.

STATES.

Acres.

..... .....

Purchase money.

.......

Ohio ......... , . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Indiana..................................................
lllinois...................................................
Missouri .................................................
Alabama.................................................
Mississippi...............................................
Louisiana................................................
· Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Arkansas ..... - .................... :......................
Florida..................................................
Iowa.................................................... .
Wisconsin................................................
Grand total. ........................ .' ...

Treasmer's receipts.

I Treasury notes.
t;tj

_!_

36 ,083.25
270,61!34.04

$54, 159 46
495,535 45
198,125 36
141,55967
61,670 92
17 , 188 43
115,035 12
50,065 12
•· 72 ,971 23
•
16,353 30
122,237 11
152,455 17

15~,399.97

113 ,220 .96
48,462.99
13,749.55
!-.10,847.63
33,782.32
58,376.37
12 ,275.93
97,717.82
121,963.57

$54, 159 46
49.t,899 65
197,266 53
141,10524
61,670 92
17,188 43
107,344 70
5(1 ,065 12
72.765 85
15 , 687 57
121 ,987 11
152,005 17

-

~7,35634'\ . 1 ,486, 145

1,055,564.40
~

..

Cash.

.

-

-

75

....•• , .••••••••..••••••••••••••
................
$510 80
•.••••.•••.•••••..•••.••..••..••
................
45443
.•••....•..••••...••....••••.•••
. ••••.•.••••••••.•••••...•••.•.•
................
5,608 61
.•.•••.••••.••••...•.......•..••
................
205 38
. .... ... ........
665 73
................
250 00
......••.•.•.•.•..••••••••.•..••

~~~~~--7,694"95

~

~

0
~

~

9

......

~

B.-Recapitulation-Continued.
Amount received in forfeited land stock and
military scrip.
STATES.

Forfeited land stock.

Ohio ...•••••.•.•.•••••.•.•...•.•.•.•.•••.....•.•.•.•....
Indiana, ..••...••...•••...•.....•.•.....•.•.....•.•...•..
Illinois ......•••.•...•...•.•.....•.•.....•.....•....•..•..
Missouri ....•.....•..•..•.•.•.•.......•.•...........•....
Alabama ....•..•...••••.•.•.••.•....•.••..•.....•.•......

I

Military land scrip.

$125 00
858 83

.................... ,................... .

r~~~~~:tt ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: . . . . . . • • • • . . • . . • . • • •

Michigan .••••.••.• , .••...•.......•.•.•.•.....•.•••.•..•.
Arkansas .....••.•.•.••..•.•..••.•.......•.•..••.•.•.....•
Florida ..••.......•.•.........•.•..••.•...•..............
Iowa .•.•.•.•.•.•.•...•......••...•.......•.•.•..........
Wisconsin ..•••....••..•.•.•••.•...•...•••..••.•.•••...••.

Grand total ..•.••..•••••.••..•••.•.•.... '· ••••••••••••.••••••

I

Amount of incidental Amount paid into the
expenses.
treasury during the
1st and. 2d quarters
of the year.

$2,764
17 327
ll :506
10,495
6,959

08
85
47
94

94

3,677 82

450 00

73
89
84
82
5,282 95
4,373 32

3,515 64

83,346 65

2,081 81

7,457
4,310
6,700
2,488

$55,938
494,107
196,833
117,800
74,708
16,469
135,471

19
77
26
32
91

03
81

33' 111 34

67,851
17,299
123,293
186,427

~
~

t1

0

~

34

~
S'

99

~

23
28

1,519,312 47

~

._,

()1

c.

~

00

Statement of public lands sold; of cash, Treasurer's receipts, treasury notes, stock, ~c., received therefor; of
incidental expenses tll,ereon ; and of payments into the treasury on account thereof, in the third quarter of the
year 1848. ·

ded~cting errone- / Amount received

Lands sold after
ous entnes.

in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.

.

LAND OFFICES AND STATES.

Acres.

Purchase money.

Tre~surer's

Cash.

re·

I Treasury notes.

ceipts.

~
~

~
Chillicothe ..•....• , •••• , • , .•.•.......••.••• • .. • ..... · . · ... •
Defiance ••••• .••• .••• , •••.• .••••••..•....••........•..••....
Total ................................... !

7,003.18
8,77f>.41
15 ,778.59

I.

I

$10 ,493 78
16,679 32

$10 ,493 7&
16,379 32

$300 00

1 -------- ~ -------- ~ --------

27,173 10

I

26,873 10

\·"" ' ' ' " " ' ' " \

300 00

INDIANA.

3,236.12 ..
4,045 15
4 ,045 15 ....... ••••• ................... .
Jeffersonville..............................................
9,056.90 ·•
11,333 68 ..
11,333 68 ............................... .
Vincennes........................................... . .....
12,509.23
23,687 70
23 , 687 70 .••••••....•..•...•••••••.. •· •.•
Indianapolis...............................................
1 ,983. 70
2,479 61
2,479 61 ........................... •• · ••
Crawlordsville. •..•..•.••..•........ ....•• ..•.. ...........
12 , 79~.95 ·
23,625 58
23,625 58 ....••....•........•.•.•.•••...•
Fo.rt Wayne..............................................
11,528.42
18,348 00
,
18,348 00 ............................... .
Winamac ...•....•..••• ~ ..........•.••.•.•.••...•••....... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - .
51,106.32
83,519 72
83 ,519 72 ...................... ·........ ..
Total ••••....••••.••••... ···~··········-=--

---·--,

---

ILLINOIS.

Shawneetown ..•.•..•••••••.....•.••••••....••.• · •.•..•.••.
Kaskaskia .......•..•.....•..•.•.•...••...•..•....... . .....
Edwardsville •.•.•••...••.•.••..••••...•....... ····· •... ~ ..
Vandalia ••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••..••••••••• , •••• ,,

4,959.24
5,286.13
3,1 93.95
2,762.07

6' 199
6,607
3,992
3,452

05
61
45

59

6 '199
6,607
3,742
3,452

05
61

45
59

0
~

~

0

~

~

Palestine.................................................
Springfield ................... ···..........................
Danville ...... · • • .. • ... · •. · ·. ·. •..........................
Quincy...................................................

6.174.03
2,603 56
5,864.05
5,35-1.97
17,905.14
11,994.00

Dixon....................................................

Chicago..................................................
Total..................................

66 ,097.14

7,721
3,254
7,330
6,693
22,385
15,010

54
45
05
71
32
66

7,471
3,2o4
7,280
6,693
22,260
14,835

--82,647431- -

.

~-==z:::==::z::::=

54 · ............................... .
45 ............................... .
05 ......•.•••••.•.............•.••
71 .•...••..••••••..•••••••...••..•
32 .•.••......•.....•.•••........••
66 ................
50 00

81,79743~~=--50oo

==-====

MISSOURI.

St. Louis.................................................
Fayette ....•...••................ :.......................
Pa:lmyra. ........ ......•.... ..... ....•. ... . ... ...... ... .. .
Jackson..................................................
Clioton.. ...•........•...... ........... .... ... . ...... .....
Springfield ...............••... ·........ . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Plattsburg . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
Total ...•..•.••••••..............• ,....

8,323.41
7,198.81
4,031.01
21,329.83
6,297.31
4,597. 96
7 ,654. 93

10,404 89
8,99851
5,038 78
26,66228
7,871 64
5, 747 41
9,600 31

59,433.26

74,323 82

10,404
8,998
5,038
26,662
7,871
5,747
9 , 600

89
51
78
28
64
41
31

1- - -

74,323 82

.•.•.•.•.•.......••.••••••.•..••
.... . .•..........••.••.•••••••.•
...•. : . .....•.....••••..•..•.•••
.....•.....•.••..•.•••.....•....
.......•..........••.•....••••••
............................... .
.•.•.......••..•....••••...•..••

----------............•......•....••....••

= = =I

!====

A.LABAMA.

St. Stephen's..............................................
3 ,846. 76
· 4,836 62
Cahaba . ...•..•. ....... ..... ... . ........ ... ..... •. . .. ....
1,312.11
1~6-10 25
Huntsville .........•.................................. ,...
4,312.55
5,390 80
Tuscaloosa...................... . .........................
1,928.60
2,410 89
Sparta....................................................
1,678.17
2,097 71
Den1opolis........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
314.98
393 72
Montgomery..............................................
1 , 638 .75
2,048 45
Lebanon ...•••...•.......................•••..•...•.................... •.• ........ , ....... .
Total ..••...•..••..••...•••.••.•.......

I

15,031.92

18,818 44

4,836
1,640
5,390
2,410
2,097
393
2,048

62
25
80
89
71
72
45

t:ij

?<'
~
0

~

~
9
1-4

~

No returns.
• - - - - - - - -•- - - - - - - - • - - - - - - - -

18 ,818 44

MISSISSIPPI.

Washington ....••..•.•.•••...........•••••.......•........
Augusta .•...•.....••..•••..... : ...•......•..............
Jackson •..•.•...............•.•.•.......................•
Grenada ........••....••...•.............................•
Columbus •••••... ~ .......••••...........••......•....•...
Tqtal •••••••••••.••••••.••.•......•.•..

733.98
1,311.08
24~. 772,222.18
98.43

917
1,645
308
2,786
123

47
34
47
46
06

917
1,645
308
2, 786
123

47
34
47
46
06

-------1---- -5,780
- 80
-1---·--4,612.44
5,780 80
=::x:::====l==:==:..:::::.1= = = = =l: = = = = = l = = = : = = : ;

~

c.:>

~

C-Continued.

0

sold after deducting erro·
neou~ entries.

Amount received in cash, Treasurer's receipts, and
treasury notes.

I

LAND OFJfiCES AND STATES,

Purchase money.

Acres.

Treasurer's receipts.

Cash.

I Treasury notes.

LOUISIANA.

997.1-1
3,837.81
7,084.66
No sales.
11,890.71

New Orleans ..•..••.•••••• , •••••.••..••• • ••• • • .. • · · · • · • · · ·
Opelousas •.••.•.•......•........•... . . · .... ········· • · · · ·
Ouachita ...•.•.•.. ~ .••..••.....•...•......• · · - · · · · · · · • · • ·
Greensburg .•...•.•••..••.•.••....• • · · · • · · · · · · · · · • · · • · • · · ·
N atchilocbes .•.••...•...••...•... • . , .•• · · · • • · • • · · • · · · • · · · ·
Total. ..••....•..•.••..••••••.••....••..

$1,246 44
4;797 25
8,858 97

$1,246 44
4,797 25
8,853 97

14,863 61

14,863 61

t:j
~
••!•••····••• .•••1••··············

~~0.321----;-:766271: --29 ,766271 ..........•... :.I~~·~

==I====

~==1 ===1===1

MICHIGAN.

Detroit .•.•••.••• , ............. , .•.•• , ...•..•..•••.••.•••..
Kala;rnazoo ..•.•. ; ••••••••.•••.••.......•...•.......••.... ·
Genesee .....•...•.••...•....•..••....•.•.... · ........•.. ·
Ionia .....•.....•••...•.....•.•...•..•..•. . .•.•..•..•..•..
Sault Ste. Marie ••.•.•....••..•••• , •.•• · • · · · · • · · • •. · •. • · · ·

2,402.96
2,795.47
1,125.26
8,563.58
9,236.87

3,003
3,49-l
1 ,973
10,704
20,041
.

69
33
11
47
99 ,

3,003
3,494
1,973
10,704
20,041

69
33

................ ,............... .

11

47
99

________ _________ ________,

Total •..••.••••••.•••..••..••.•••••.•..
ARKANSAS,

Batesville ....••.•••..•..•••..••..••.•••••••••••.•••••••...
Little Rock.••••••••••••..••.•.•..•••. , .................... ..
Washington ... , •.••..•..•....•.......•..• , ...••.•••.•.•.•.
Fayetteville .... ,, ••..•.......•..•••.•....•••....•• ...• .•..
Helena .•.•...•••.••••••..•...•.•..•.. , .•..•..•.•.....•...
Clarksville.•.••••••••.••..••.•....•••••••••••• -• .•••••••.. ·

24,124.14

,

39,217 59

39,217 59

••••••••••••••••!••••••••••••••••

==1===1===1=--==1=.:==6,990.15
1,874.33
2,141.39
856.51
2,292.19
745.52

8,737
2,342
2,676
1,070
2,865
931

68
90
75
44
25
90

8,737
2,342
2,676
] ,070

68
90
75
44

2,81)5 25

931 90

t:l
c
~

~
0

"'"""
~

Champagnole ........................ ~ •••••••••••••••••••.

4,063.59

'=

--------1
Total ••.••.•••••.•••••••••.••...••..•.. !_
18,963.68

5,079 48
23,704 40

5:079 48

1--------1--------1
~~ 23,704 40
1

................ ...........•...•
1

}'LORIDA.

Tallahassee .............. ...•.....•.................•......
St. Augustine ........ , •....••......•...•.......•••.•.......
N ewnansville· ..•...... ..................•.•................
Total, ••.•...•...•• : •..•••..•.••••...•.

1,807.55
No sales.
471.81
2,279.36 ·

2,259 43

2,259 43

2,849 20

2,819 20

. ....... 589' 77' ., ........ 589.77 ..

__:_==1.._:__==1= = = 1 = = =1= =

IOWA.

Dubuque ....................................•... ·..... ,...
Fairfield..................................................
Iowa City................................................
'I '

.,

················!•••••••••\.-······

8,004.00
10,118.43
7,109.50

10.,005 00
12,648 04
9,095 08

Total .. ~ .•...•..··, ...................... - - 25,231.93--31,748 12

I

··

10,005 00
12,648 04
9,045 08

,--~698n
I

.•...•.•••• . .••.......•..•• , ••.•
................ : .. .••..........
................
$50 00
................ = - 5 0 00
---------------

WISCONSIN.

Mineral Point.............................................
Green Bay .......................................... ;... ..
Mjlwaukee................................................
St~

Croix ... ~ ....... : ........ ~............................

Total ..........................•.• .-..•• -

12,634.05
27,061.23
37,701.99
8,809.74

15,792
39,826
47,131
11,012

56
52
82
17

..

15,567
39,826
47,131
11,012

56
52
82
17

86,207.m--ill,76307j-.-113,538~~················1················

trJ
~

C1

0
~

~

?

""""
~

...
~

~
i':)

C-Continued.
Amount received in forfeited land
stock and military scrip.
Amowlt of inci· Amount paid into
the treasury du·
dental expenses.
ring the third
quarter of the
year.

LAND OFFICES AND STATES,

Military land
scrip. ·

Forfeited land
stock.

----------------------------------------------------------------------1

I

1-----------------------~-----------------------..

OHIO,

······'I'·········'''···

Total •.••.••.•••.•••••••••••••• , •••.•..••••••••••••••••• ,.....•. ...••.... , ,..•..•.•••••••...

$10,729 44
12,618 86

_________ ________

Chillicothe ••••••••.••••...•..••••••.• •.•.•• • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .,. · · · · •• • • •
Defiance ••••••..••.••••••• , , •••••..••••••...••.•••• , •••••••...••••••.• , • • . '--------\
. .......•..•. ; . . . ..••••..•.••••. ,

$611 73
1,292 67

1,904 40

,

23 ,34S 30

==-:---i ===~~==i==----:INDIANA,

Jeffersonville ••••••••• • •....••.•..••••••.•• · • · • • · • • • • • • • • • • · • · · • • • · · • • • · • • •
Vincennes ..•••••.•.•...••.•......•.•...•• • • • • • · · • · · · · • · • · · · · · • • • • · • • • • · · ·
Indianapolis ..••••.•..•........•...•.•..••.•.••.•.•••••. • · • · · • · • · · · • · • • · · ·
Crawfordsville ..........•.••••••..•..•••••••..••.•...•.•• • · • • • · • • · · · • • · • • ·

· ••• · •· ••• • •• · · •
· • · • • • · • · •• •• · · ·
· · •· • · · · ••· •· · · ·
· · ••· ••· · •••· · •·

· ••••••· ••· ••••·
· · • ·' •· ·'' • • • · · ·
; •• •••• · • •• • · ~ · ·
· · .,., · • • • • · · • • · • ·

63!) 68

697 18
764 12

297 13
743 91

3,300 00

11,338
16,571
324
17,082

81

07
25
19

~i~a!:J.~e.::::: :::: :::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::: ::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

1,783 50

18,000 00

Total ................................................... ,................ , ...........•.•..

4,921 52

66,616 32

~===1=== 1===1====

ILLINOlS.

Shawneetown : ••••••..••...•..•.•...•••.•.•.•.•.•••••••..•••••••.•• ,_,... • . . . . • .•.•...•....••..•....••••••
Kaskaskia. •..•.•••.•...••..•.....•••..••........••. , ••••.•••••.•••.••••........•••..•..•...•••••....••.•••
Edwardsville ••••....•....•.......••.••••...••• , •••..•...•.•.••.•.•••.•..•. , • • • • • • . • . . • . • • .
$250 00
Vandalia .•••••• , ..••...••.• , .•••••.•.••.• ; ..••......•....•.... • •.. · • • • . . . • ••• • • • • • • • • · · · · · ; • • • • • · • · · • · • • ·
Palestine .••••••••••••.• , ..•• .-. ..••••••....••....•.....••.• , •••.•••••.••.•..•.•. , • • • . • • . . • .
250 00
Springfield ••.•••••••••.•••.••• • .•.• , .•...•••••••.•.••..•.•••••.•••••••••......••.•.•........••••••••••..•.
Danville •••••.• ;,.;, ••••••.•••••••••••.•• : ••••••••••••.••••••••• •••••••.• ·~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
50 00

425 31
421 38
a43 87
294 23

5,505 00
5,000 00
4,291 24

485 30

6,075 00

285 39

100 0"

505 78

9,583 66

~
~

~

0
~

z
0

~
""'"'

'I' ...............

Quincy .••••••••••••••• •• • • ••• • •. ~ • • • •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••
.............. ..
Dixon. • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . • . . • . . • • • • . . • . • • • • • • . • . • . • . . • • • • . . . . . • . • • . • . • • • • • • • .
125 00
Chicago •.••••••••••••...••••••••••...••••.•••••..••••.••••••••••••• ,..... • . . . . . . . • . . • • . • . 1 ·- · · 125 00
l

471 38
946 61
991 15
I

10,054 21
23,518 17
13,841 73

1--------

800 00
5,170 40
77,969 01
- - - - - -i= = = i = = = l = = = =

Total .•.•••••.•.•••••..•..•.••••••..•••••••••.. , •••••• , 1• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
?rfiSSOURI.

2,942 62
7,908 65
552 69
12,041 97
568 49
5,063 89
997 20
18,33.0 56
738 76
20,321 79
315 52
1,337 96
Clinton .•••••••..•••..••••••.••...••••.•.•••••••.••.••••.•••••••••...••• •· · • • • • • • • • •· • • • • · · • • • • · • • • • • • • • • •
Springfield .•••••••••••.••.••••••..•.•••.••..•••.•••• ·~·············~···· ~.:..:..:...:..:.:..:..:..:.~.:..:..:..:..:.=1--t;_ 411 44
Plattsburg .••••.••.•••• • .. ·••••• • • • • · • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·
.
6 526 7':.!
65 004 82
•
• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••
1
'
Total .•.•••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. = = = = = = = = = = = = =
St. Louis ...•....•...•..••.•.•• • • • · · • •.. • •• • • • • • • • • • •..• · ·' · · • • · · · · • · · • · ·• · · • • • · • • • • • • • · · · · · · • • • • · · · · · • · · • ·

i:r~z~a:::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::: :.::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

__

I

ALABAMA.

St. Stephen's .••..•.•• ; •.•••...•.••••....•.•...•••..•..•..•• -••••••••....•. , ••••••••••••••..••• , • ••• ~......

Cahaba .•••••••••••.•••••..•••••••...••••••..••••••.••.•••••.••••.••.••••.•••••..•.••••...••• , • • . . • . • • • • •

, -,
1

¥~~~!!~~:a· :: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::::: ::::::::::: .':::: ::::::::.:::·:::: ::::::::·:::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::: : ~

,

476 07
270 10

;~! ~6

~:~1f~; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~::~ ~ :~ :~ ~:~:~ :~::~ ~ ~ ~ ~:~ ~;~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:::::~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ::::::~::: :: . ~: ~ . .~~~. ~~.

·················

t't.j
~·

00
~

633 40
915 18
5,702 20

~

136 90
7,500 00

"""""
~

~

---

2,360 31
14,887 68
= = =I= - = =I = = = =I= = = =

Total •••••••••••••.•.••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••. , ...•.•..•••••••. ,, .••.•.. ·•• .....
MISSISSIPPI.

261 78
270 56
: : : : :: : : : ::: : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : ·. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
265 91
327 40
101 06
·-----1
,________ ,________
1,125 65
Total .................................................... 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
101 06

Washington ••••.... . ••••••.•.•..••.••.••.•••••••.•.•••••••••• • • • • • • • • • · • · · · • • • • • • • • • • · • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • · · • ·

~a:~~~~a.
g~!~~tau·s·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::: :: :: :::::::: ::: :::::::::::::::: ::::: :: :::: :::: :
·-----1

I===='====

~
~

C-Continued.

<:7))
~ ·-

Amount received in forfeited land stock and
military scrip.
Amount of incidental expenses.

LAND Ol'FIC:ES AND STATES.

Forfeited land stock. I Military land scrip.

Amount paid into the
treasury during the
third quarter of the
year.

LOUISIANA.

New Orleans .................................................................................... :.
Opelousas .•.••••..••••••••••••.•••••.....•.•..••..•••••.. ·. • • • • • . • • • • • . . . . • . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • .
Ouachita.................................................. . • . • • . . . • • • . . . . . . . • . . • • • • • . . . • . . • • . • . . . .
Greensburg ..•••.•• , ••••••....•..•....•.....•.•....•••..•. ·, •• , , , • • . . • • . . . . . . • . . • • • • • • . • • • • . • . . • . • .
Nachitoches........................... ... . . .. • • . • • . • • • . • .. . .. . . . . • • • . • . . . . • . .. . • • . • • • • . . . • . . • • .. ..
Total. .......................................................

,• •
· .· ·
· · · ·,
· "·..

~~~~~
I

$265
300
358
125
729

50
98

$1 ,000 00
.....•.•.........• , •

56
00
39

1 ,24S 87
..•......•...•...•..
11 ,050 00

1, 779 43

13 ,293 87
~====

-

MiCHIGAN.

Detroit ..•.••••••.•...•.•••••••..••.....• •·•••·•·•··· • · · · · · · • • • •· • • • • • · · · · • · · • · • · • · · · • • · · · · · • · · · · ·
Kalamazoo •..••••.•.••••.••••••.•..•.•..••••.•...•....•.•..••.••••••............•••.••.......••..•
Genesee ......•.••.•...••.••......••••....•..•.•..••••.•••.......•••••....•...... · .. · ·. • · · ·• • • · · · ·
Ionia ••..••.........•.••••...•...•.....•....••.•••••.••.••..••.•••••••....•.•..•••.•.....••.•.•••.
t3ault Ste . .1.\larie ..•.•.•.•..••..•••.••••••••••••••...•••..••....•...•.••.........•..••...•..•.•.....
Total •• -;·••••.•.••••.•.••••• •••••• ••••••. ····••···•·•······
• ARKANSAS.

··I······· •·· ··· ···· ···
I

793 88
375 77
311 74
588 15
2,098 02

--4,167 56

.

:Batesville ..•....•• ·.••••••••.••• , ................................................................. .
Little Rock ...•......••...•••••..••.•.••.•....••.•••••••••.•..••••........••...•.........•........
Washington ..........••.•..••••...••••••••.•..•...•.••..•..•.•••..•..•....•...•....•..••••...•••.•
Fayetteville ...•...•...•...••••...•.•..•.••.•••.......••••....•••..•.•.....•.•..•••.••.••.•..•..•..
Helena ..••••••••••.••.•••...•••• ~......................... • .••••••.••.•••..•..•....••••••.•••..••
Clarksville •••••••••••••••• , •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

571 95
338 91
4ti9 57
270 66
358 23
277 05

2,209 81
3,211 72
1,500 00
8,000 00
26,000 00

---40,921 53

=-====
10,545 87

11,449 (17
543 76
100 00

~
~

~

0
~

~

0

I-'

~

Champagnole .••••••.•••••••.•• , ••• •..•.....••••••..••••.. , ...•..••..••....•.•.
.

l.................... ,

---------------

Total.................................. . ... . .. .•.... ... . ... . ....•. •.•••... .... .
FLORIDA.

=====~

14566
2,432 03

................... .

22,638 70

1
=~============

'I' .................. 'I'.................. .

Tallahassee ....••.....•..•....•.•..•.•......•.... , •...•..
St . Augustine .....•..••.••....... ... •••..............•.••..•...•.....•.........•••..•..•.•..•.....
01 Newnansvllle .•.••••.•.••.•.•••.....•.•......••••••..............•..•••.............•...•..........

384 30
252 63
350 99

2,153 73

2,600 00

987 92
4,753 73
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
= = = =1= = = = 1 = = = = =1= = = =

Total ••.•.•.•••..•••.•••••••••..•••••• ·I·
IOWA.

Dubuque .................................. , •••..••••..•... .................... ...... , .. , ......... .
Fairfie~d .•••....•....•• . •.••..•.•..•••••.•••.......••........•••....••..•......•••.•••• , ••..•••.•.
Iowa c1ty ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,, •••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
1
1
I
Total. ................................. •I·=
••••••••••••••••••• , , •••••••••••••••••••
= = =\
l
WISCON!IN.

·1· ····•••············1

1\lineral Point •..••.•. ; •.••...••••••..••.•••••.••.••••.•..
$225 00
Green Bay ........................................................................................ .
Milwaukee •.•.••••..•...•••.•••••...•.....•.••••••••..•.•.••.••.•••••.........•....••.•••..•.....
St. Croix ••..••• , •••.•••••• , •..••• ,....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........•.. , .....
Total ................................... , .•.•.•••••.•......•.

225 00

420 59
923 55
635 75

1 , 979

8~='

728 69
1,649 94
1,501 66
·1,14677

5,021

oo

5,233 75
25,034 70

10,000 00

trj

40,268 45=

~

17,749 82
45,258 26
49,897 85
112,905 93

t:;
0
~

~

9

1-oL

~

. O"J

CT<

C)

C-Continued.

~

RECAPITULATION.

Lands sold after deducting erroneous entries. J Amount received in cash, J,'reasurer's receipts, and treasury notes.
STATES.

Acres.
Ohio .••••••...•••••••••.•...••••••••
Indiana .••.••.••••••...•••••.••••.•••
Illinois ...••••....•.•....••..••..••.•.
Missouri•...•••••••.•••••••.••••••••••
Alabama ...•••...•.••••..•.•••.••••••
Mississippi ..•••...•••••.•••.. , ••.....
Louisiana ••••.••..••••.•......••••••.
Michigan ....•••.••••••••••••••••••.•.
Arkansas •.•...•.•••••••.••••••.••.•.
Florida ....•• , ••••••••.....•..•••.••.
Iowa ...•••••..•••.•.••••......•.•...
Wisconsin ....•••••.•.••••..•••.••••..
Grand total .•••••••••.••••••.

$15,778
51,106
66,097
59,433
15,031
4,612
23,810
24,124
18,963
2,279
25,231
86,207

Purchase money.

59
32
14
26 - .•
92
44
32
14
68
36
93

• • 1.

,_.

..

.,,

I

..

$27' 173
83,519
82,647
74,323
18,818
5,780
29,766
39,217
23,704
2,849
31 ,748
] 13,763

10

72
43
82
44
80
27
59
40
20
12
07
.

IT'easum's mceipts.

Cash.

$26,873
83,519
81 '797
.,
74,323
.. 18,818
5,780
29,766
39,217
.. ' 23,704
2,849
31,698
.
113,538
,

..

10
72
43
82
44
80 ·
27
59
40
20
12
07

Treasury notes.

$300 00

······················!················
. . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . .• .
50 00....

01

392,676 11

,

533,311 96

I·

531,586 96

~

t::;
0
~

~

..................

50 00

~

400 00

~

__________ ________ __ __________ __________ __________
~

~

,

,

1-l

~

'

C-Recapitulation-Continued.
Amount received in forfeited land stock
and military scrip.
STATES.

I

Forfeited land stock.

I

Amount paid into the
treasury during the
third quarter of the
year.

Military land scrip.

Ohio .•••.•••..••.•.•••.••.•••.••••...•...••••••••••••.••........•.................•.••• ,, ....... .
Indiana ....•••.•••.•••...••••••••..•••••••.•••••.••••..•........................•...........•.•..
Illinois . . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • . • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • . . . . . • . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$800 00
Missouri .•..•..•••.••....••.•••...••••...•••••.••.•.•.•.................•.........••.......•......
Alabama ...•••....••.••..•••••..••..•..••..••....•••..••................•.....•.....•...•.•......

f~~~!f:~:.i. ·.: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Michigan ........................................................................................ .
Arkansas .•.•..•.•.•.••..•.••••.••...•....•...•••••••.................•...•... • ...••.............
Florida ...•..••••••..•.••...•.•..••..••••••••.•..•.•••..•..•.......•...•...•..... , .•.....•...•....
Iowa ....••••••.•••.•••••••..•••••••••.••...••..•••••••.......•.......•.........•...•.....•...•..
Wisconsin .•.••••.••.•• , •..••••..••..•••••.•• , • . • . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
225 00
Grand total. •••••.•••..•••••••.•••...••.•.••••.•. ,................... .

Amount of incidental
expenses.

1,025 00

$1,904
4,921
5/170
6,526
2,360
1,125
1,779
4,167
2,432
987
1,979
5,027

40
52
40
72
31
65
43
56
03
92
89
06

-

,

--------38,382 89

.

~

$23,34.8
66,616
77,969
65,004
14,887
101
13,293
40,921
22,638
4,753
40,263
112,905

30
32
01
8~

68
06
87
53
70
73
45
93

482,709 40

,

~
~

t:;
0

~

~

9

.....
~

0"',)

-l

'
D.

~

00

Statement showing the number of Choctaw certificates relinquished to the United States, for lands in the State
of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas; the quantity of acres cove·r ed by such relinquishment, 4'c.'
so far as the returns to the 31st October, 1848, have been received at this office.
·
Account of certificates surrendered" to the U. States
under instructions issued
prior to the 7th June, '47,
in payment for lands en·
tered by holders thereof.

I
Sta.tes and districts.
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Account of certificates located, according to the returns received to the 31st
October, 1848, under the instructions of the 7th June, 1847.
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.ALABAMA.

·1 1471 11 ,360
,920

Cahaba ...••.••••
S parta.............
Tuscaloosa........

.

1

160

1 , 353. 65
1,920.00
159.82

13
21

13
22

2,400
3,840

2,398.12
3,839.40

I 22 13,4403;433.471--u-!asl-~1~237.52

MISSlS!IPPI.

Grenada ••••••.•..
C.olumbug,__ ...••..•

261 152,9150
71

] 1.120

52,069.16
11.078.61

45
57

50

57

7,840
10.160

7,820.12

10.073.60

6,240

6,237.52

561

9,680

9,670.99

-.

Washington ..••••••
Augusta •••••••.••.
Jackson •••••••••••
"

2
121

59

240
18,480
8,400_

2-10.00
18,392.43
2,313.02

91,200

90,093.22

-2

1

19
20

41
23

480
3,360
2,720

48C.OO
3,354.88
2,698.55

143

172

24,560

24,427.15

-514
- ---- - - - - - - - - - - - ----·

- -- - - -

I

.

~

- '

143

lI

24,560

172

24.427,15

657 115 '760 114;520.37

...

:

t.O:UISJANA.

..

-·
I

Ouachita ..••••••••
N atchitocbes ••••••
New Orleans .•••••
Opelousas .•••••...

47
1
254
3

. 11,436.50
80
80.00
45,280
45,219.03
640
640.00

87
4
1
5

305

57,440

97

11,440

- - ---- - - - - - 57,375.53

84
4
I

4

16,480
400
320
9ti@

16,365.91
399.91
319.60
960.00

:

-.

,>

'"

l

~.

- 93- - -18'-160- ---18.045.42

93

97

18' 160

18,045.~2

402 75,600

75,420 95

~

-ARKANSAS.

Batesville .••••••••
Champagnole ..•••.
Clarksville •••••••.
Fayetteville ........
Helena ............
Little Rock ........
Washington ..••••••

3
95
8
3
19
24
2

400
Hi,040
880
480
3,840
3,280
400

400.00
15,989.91
880.00
480.00
3,840.00
3,280.00
400.00

8
141
2
14
76
42
7

154

25,320

25,269.91

290

- - ---- ------ -I

t;j "

995 177,400

176,172.13

8
212
2
14
78
42
7

880
30,940
160
2,000
12,080
5,520
1,200

880.00
30,939.00
160.00
2,000.00
11,800.07
5,514.85
1,200.00

-360
--------52:780

52,493.92

....... ...... .......... ............

.

.. ..
-· .

.. .
..

..
'

.'

'

'

......
•

•

It

. ..
.. " ..

...

290

· aim

'

663

0

.

I

:

._

~

'

~
0

,/

.
I

1-l

~

.
52.780

--- --.- ---564

1:::1

..

101 '740

52,493.92

444 78,100

77,76~

83

'

---- - - -

~ ,204-;;;-11559 279 '140

277,376 14

NoTE.-This table shows· the actual returns of Choctaw certificates located to 1st November 1 1848. In the exhibits for 1846 and the first half of
the year 1847, those cases were excluded where the certificates had not been received in th~s pffice, or, having been received, were suspended from the
receiver's credit.
0')
~

'

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

70

E.
Numb£r of military bounty land warrants located under act of
February 11, 1847, up to September, 1848, inclusive.
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Q.)

1-<

~

~
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---8
26
284
26
78
5
151

..........
9
597
32

32,48(}
130,320
488' 160
150 ,960·
9,520·
10' 120
47 ,000·
13 ,920·
46' 120
589,320
257,600

.......... .......... ..............

----- - ·
10,793

/

..s....
ll:!

Q.)

..0

201
808
2,980
937
40
62
256
87
286
3,534
1,602

o:.:>

1-<
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z

II! • • • • • ,

0

...s=

s

Ohio .•.••••••.••••••.•.•.•••.•.•••.••••.•.•••.•
Indiana .. ,,,., ••.••..••••.•.., •.••......•.••.....
Ilhnois ..•••• ,, •.•••• ,, .• , •••.• , ••......••.•••...
Missouri ..•• ,, •••• ,, •.• ,, ... , ••.•.•.•••••••.••..
Alabama ............................ , .•••...•.•.
Mississippi , ..•• , .. , , ••••••••• ; ••.•..•.... , , .•.•
Louisiana .. •.............................
Michigan .•••••••••••.•••••...•••.•...•.••••••••
Arkansas •••.••••••.... . ,., •••.•..•..•.•.......
Wisconsin., .••. ,, •••• , .••••• , •.••....•.••......
Iowa ••.•••••••••••••...••••.••..••.••••••••..•
Florida •.•.• , •• , , ..•••••••••••.••....••.... ·•..•

d0

0

t....o:.:>

.

<I)

o:.:>

co

States.

.-a

00

Q.)

1-<

1,216

1,775,520
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71

F.
RECORDER's BuREAU oF THE GENERAL LAND OFFicE,

Washington city, November 29, 1848.

SIR: In obedience to your instructions of the 15th instant, requesting a "statement of the number of CE:)rtificates of purchase
r-e ceived in this office to be patented during the calendar year 1847 7
and the same for the first three quarters of the year 1848, together
with the number of patents engrossed, recorded, signed, sealed, and ·
transmitted during the same . pedods, distinguishing cash payments
and Choctaw location patents, if distinguishable," I have the honor
to report:
.
That, during the calendar year 184 7, there were seventy-one
thousand five hundred (71,500) certificates of purchase received in
this office to be patented.
During the same year the same number of patents (71,500) were
engrossed and recorded, and in the same period fifty thousand
(50,000) patents were signed, sealed, and transmitted.
That, during the first three. quarters of the calendar year 184:8,
sixty-three thousand (63,000) certificates of purchase were received
in th-is office to be patented.
During the same period the same number, ( 63,000) patents, were
engrossed and recorded.
During the same period, (the three first quarters of 1848,) eightyfour thousand five hundred (8!,500) patents were signeJ, sealed,
and transmitted.
Up to this .period no patents have issued f:r,om this office founded
on Choctaw certificates ·of location, for lands . located since they
ceased to be received as cash under your instructions, at the end
of the second quarter of the year 184 7. Up to that time patents,
whether the lands were paid for in cash or such certificates, were
issued in the ordinary form, without discrimination. Patents here ..
after to be issued for lands located upon such certificates, since the
end of the second quarter of 1847, will be issued in._,a special form,
subject to your approval. The issuance of such will soon be commenced.
The · number of exemplified copies of patents made out ana transmitted from this office during the year 1847, and the first three
quarters of the year 1848, have beep. four hundred and fifty-seven
(457.)
In the amount of transmissions of patents, as .above stated, is .not
included the bounty land patents, and su~h special patents and titles as issue regularly from the other branches of the land office,
not constituting any portion of the duties of this bureau, except
the signature of the recorder; which is necessary to all descriptions
of patents.·
.
.
The accumulation of written and untransmitted patents in the
year 1847 was occasion~d by the inability of the President's secretary, with the most unremitted endeavors on his part, owing to the
pressure and temporary increase· of his other duties, to sign the

. Ex·. Doc. No. 12.
patents as r-apidly as they were engrossed and recorded. Besides,
the in creased clerical force which you were enabled to assign to
this office in the latter part of 1847, and in the earlier part of the
present year, enabled this office to have a greater amount of engrossing and recording done in the · same period than had, perhaps,
ever before been performed. As soon, however, as Congress made
provision for the appointment of an assistant secretary to sign· land
titles for the President, the whole accumulation of patents were
completed and transmitted with the utmost despatch of which the
business was susceptible, in t:,e first three quarters of the present
year.
·
. Although it does not fall precisely within the words of your instructions first a hove referred to, yet I deem it not im prope~ in this
place to remark, that when this office first came under my charge,
as the successor of an afflicted man, who had been rendered physi· cally unable to discharge its duties by visitation of God, I found .
in the office a large number of patents, numbering not less than
fifty-three theusand, (53.,000,) signed by the PresidEnt, awaiting
the recorder's signature, for transmission. The current demands for
the dt>livery of patents specially called for, as well as great numbers for· common transmission, had, in the mean time, been signed
by the principal clerk of private 1and claims, who, by Ia w, acts as
recorder ad interim. The weighty and prEssing demands of that
gentleman's duties, pertaining to his own desk, had rendered it
impossible for him to sign even the current patents without neglecting his other duties or devoting nearly his whol~ time to it
-out of office hours, whic·h he had often done. These patents, thus
accumulated, with all accruing patents, were signed and transmitted with all the despatch which the nature of the service, and the
diminution of the fo~ce of the office, which took place on the first
day of July, 1845, accordi~g to the 6th section of the act of Congress of the 3d March, 1845, would permit.
ln the meantime, I found on examination, that for some cause,
most probably fq:r; want of clerical force, that a large number of
volumes of records, averaging five · hundred pages each, had accumulated in the office, to which no indexes had been made. Many
of 'these volumes extending back, contained the operations of recording and engrossing of patents for many previous years. The
neces!5ity for indexes was becoming every day more pressing and
apparent. Under this state of things, although the regular force
of the office· was materially diminished, I have omitted no opportunity since of which I could avail myself, without neglecting more
· pressing duties, to apply a portion of the force of the office to the
service of making indexes to these former records. I have not
been ablei however, ior want of force, to make this work, which
had apparently been iong overlooked, the permanent wo"rk of any
one or more clerks. I have, . however, had complete indexes made
to- about five hundred and eighty (580) volumes, and whenever I
have any dispo·sable force the work shall be resumed. Two hundr~d and sixty-five (265) volumes remain to be indexed.
In connexion with this subject it is proper to state that in reduc-

;
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ing to uniform system the various complicated duties belonging to
this office, and especially as connected with the assignment of new
d..uties prescribed to the recorder under your late regulation, the
new set of books required to be kept in this office, c~ntaining a registry of all its operations, showing every material fact arranged
in colamns connected with each patent, and the entry and purchase
of each tract of land, the immediate necessity of full and particular
indexes to future volumes of records will be in a great degree obviated. But indexes to all former volumes are, and must continue
to be indispensable, and ought to be prepared as early as more
pressing business will permit.
In regard to the new books of which I have spoken, I feel it my
<luty to remark that,. in my judgment, founded on some years' experience, I think no greater or more essential improvement in the
regulations of this office could have been devised. I feel confident that
future experience will verify the truth of these observations. The
whole operations of this office as connected with the other branches
<>f the service will hereafter be systematic and uniform. No effort
will be pretermitted by this office to carry these new regulations
.and the new assignment of duties into full effect.
This brief report, being a general expose of the operations of
this office for nearly two years, I beg leave to add in justice to the
clerks who have been employed under my supervision, that they
have at all times and under every change of their particular individual duties, been generally a~tentive, punctual, diligent, and capable in the several branches of service assigned to them. They
have given me their hearty co-operation in endeavoring to bring
up all arrears • of business which had sometimes accumulated for
want of an adequate force; and in adopting and carrying out the
reforms in the details of service which you have prescribed, and in
the propriety and utility .of which I have fully concurred. The
weekly and monthly returns from this bureau, in which I have specified the services performed by each clerk, and noted the rare and
few, real, or apparent omissions, may be appealed to as verifying
the truth and justice of these remarks.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
While I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
S. H. LAUGHLIN, Recorde,r , ![c.
Honorable R. M. YouNG, Commissioner, 4·c.
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Exhibit of the quantities of tlte public land (being exclusive of the
sixteenth or school sections) in each State and Territory advertised for sale in the year 1848; the quantities, the plats of survey of' which have been returned to the General Land Office; the· ·
quantities prepared for market not yet advertised, and the probable quantities which will be prepared in 1849.
Quantities, the plats of survey of which have been
returned to the General
Land Office.
States and Territories.
Prior to the
Since the
Commission- Commi&sion.
er's last an- er's last annual report. nual repurt.

i

.11 cres.
.11 cres.
.11 cres.
.11 cres.
.11 cres.
Ohio .............. •.•.... The unsold improved Wy andot lands .•.•••...•.........•..• ,
Ind iana ....................... , . . . . .
l ,070 . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 , 070 .....•• , ••
2,453,481
466,784
a 258 ,047 1,478,40()>
Michigan ............... 2 , 662,21~
Illinois.............................
31.b14
115
31,629 ......... .
Wisconsin .. . .. • • . .. . . ..
~77 ,963 ....... :. . ..
1 ,844, 293
966,330 1 ,344,000
I owa ................... 1,928,317
737,036
1,947 , 539
b 756,258 2,240,000
Missouri ............... 1,410,04g
182 , 300
1 , 603 ,851
c 376,102 1 , 200,000
Arkansas...............
937,864
581,417
931,393
d 574,946
275 ,000
Louisiana..............
281,961
932,981
344,380
e 995,400
336,000
Mississippi.............. ............. . .. .. • . .. . ..
661 f
661 ......... .
Alabama ............... 1..... .... ...
89,825 . ·
705
g 90 , 530 ........ ..
Florida ................ [ 1,361,369
163,230
1,858,541
h 665,402 2 , 240,000

------ ------1-·-------- -----

Total ............ ! 9,459,741

5,177,854

8,998,262 ~ 4,716,375

a Consists of small detached tracts.
b Part situated ia the disputed territory ..••..••.••.......••••
c S.ituated ~n the copper region and Clamorgan grant .......•
d Situated m the Clamorgan grant and De Bastrop claim .....
e Situated in the nauterieve and De Bastrop claims ..........•
Suspended surveys .•......•....•.•.......••
Greensburg district •.. ; •....•.•.• , .• , ••....
f Islands.
g South of the 31st degree of latitude-surveys incomplete.
h Part suspended suryeys ....••.••.•• , ....• , .•. , • .•.•.•...••

9,113,400

.ilcres .
598 ,866
186 , 690
533,938
447,256
449 545· •

57;031
158 ,913
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H.
Synopsis of the public lands) advertised for sale since the 30th day .
of November, 1847, (the date of the Commissioner's last annual
report,) showing tlte quantity under proclamation, exclusive of
,school lands.

State or Territory and lana district.

Dates or"procla- Dates of sales.
mations.

Quantity.

MICHIGAN,

.!J.cres.

Sault Ste. Marie .................. ~ .... Jan. 27, 1.~4S
Do ..•.•••.••...•.••••••..•••.....•.•••. do ...•..
Do ....•.••... ,., ••.••••••••......••••.. do., •• ,,
Do .•.••.•••• ~ ••. •: •..• •
.do .•••...
Do ........................ ·...... July 8, 1848
Ionia., .•..•. , •••••••••• , ••.••••••.•.••.••• , •. do .. , •.•
4

•••••••••••••

July
Aug.
July
July
Oct.
Oct.

,

31,
14,
3,
17,

1848
1848
1848
1848
16, 1848
3, 1848

1,257,331
1,201,285
155' 123
48,479
2,662,218

====

WISCONSIN.

Falls of St . Croix River .•.•••.••••••.•. May 8, 1848 Aug. 14, 1848
Do .................. , .................. do ...... Aug. 28, 1848
Green Bay ................ ,·, ................. do, .... , Aug. 21, 1848

(

5

717,224
160,739
877 ,963

====

MISSOURI.

Jackson .............................. June 19, 1848 Sept. 25, 1818 ·
Springfield ................................... do...... Oct. _2, 1848

...
IOWA.

Iowa City ................... ; .. ~ ............. do......
Do ....•.•.••... , •••....•....•••••..•••... do......
Fairfield ........ , ..... , ....................... do ......
Do ......................................... do......
Dubuque .• ; ••.......•..••.•••.•.•••••..••..•. do......

1- - - - · - -

1,410,049

.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Sept.

468.288
941 ;761

===
25,
16,
2,
30,
25,

1848
1848
1848
1848
1848

1,121,734
781,996
24,587
1,928,317

====

FLOlUDA.

Newnansville .......................... July 3, 1848 Oct. 9, 1848
St. Augustine ......•••.•..••...••..•••..••.• , .do ••.•• , Oct. 16, 1848
Tallahassee .............. , .••.•..•.••••. , .•••. do, ••••. Oct. 23, 1848

599,897
' 521,730
239,742
1,361,369

====
ARKANSAS.

Fayetteville ............... ; ••••••••••..••• , •. do,,, •• ,
:Batesville .••.•••.••••••••••••••••• ·, .•....•••. do ..• ,,.
Little Rock .•..•••..•.....•.•.••.••••..•..••. do .•••• ,
Helena .••• , ..•••..•..•..••.•.••.•.••..••••.. do......
Washington .................................. do .•••••
Johnson C. H ......................... , •••• , .do ... ,.;

Oct. 9, 1848
Oct. 16, 1848
Oct. 3, 1848
Oct. 9, 1848
Oct. 9, 1848
Oct. 16, 1848

271,282
286,330
150,446
117.,465
66,493
45,848
937,864

----------
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H -Synopsis-Continued.

'

State or Territory and land district.

D~:~.tes of

procla- Dates of sales.
mations.

Qnantity .

.!lcres .

LOUISIANA.

Opelousas .•.•..• , •..•.•••••••••..•.•.. July 7, 1848 Oct. 16, 1848
Ouachita ••.•..•••••••••••••••..••• , •.• . . . . • • . do .••• ,. Oct. 23, 1848
I

177 ,026
104 ,935

-----281 ,961

-------

OHIO .

Defiance . . ••••••••••••••..•... ·····.-'I , Sept . 23, 1848 · Nov.
Total ...•••••••.•..•.•..•..

..

···············

6, 1848

l

Unsold improved Wyandot lands .

-----•• t • • • •••••.•••

9 ,459 , 741

RECAPITULATI.QN.

Acres.

~ii~~~~:~· : :::::::::: ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ': ::::::::::::::::::
Missouri ..•.....• ,...................................... . .............

loVITa, •• , •• , .,., ••••••••••••• ,................................ . ......

Florida ....••••• , ...•.•. ~. ,' : ....•. ·• • . . • • • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • .
Arkansas ...•.•.•.•..••.•..••........•. ~...... . . • • • . • . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . .
Louisiana ..•••••.. ,...................................................
'Ohio , . , , •• , . , •. , , ••.. , .... , , , , , . , •....•.•..•.........••. , •...•.•.••.
Total. .••••.•••...•...•••...••••.•.• , ......•..•.. : .

~:~; :~J~

2
1,410 ,049
1 ,928,317
1 , 361 , 369
937 ,864
281,961
Wyandot lands .
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I.

Estimate of appropriations required for the office of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1850.
P'or compe-nsation of the Commissiener and the Recorder, draughtsman and
assistant draughtsman, clerks, messen~eu, and packers in said office,
(including eight additionll.l elerks provioed for by the act of August 12,
1848, whose services are still required, acts 1st session, 30th Congress,
page 139) .••••••••.•.•••••••.•.•••.•...••••••••••.••••••••••••.••
For compensation of assistant messenger, at the rate of $1 75 per day, per
act ofiJune 17J 1844, (acts 1st session 28th Congress page 77) ....... ..

$92,150 00·

638 75
92,788 75

=====

Contingent expenses.
For tract books, reeords of cash system, Mexican war, and. Choctaw patents,
parchments for same, records of correspondence, stationery, includiDg
blank books and blank forms for the district land offices, advertising land
sales, binding plats, field notes, &c., office furniture ana repairs of same,
laborers, and other miseellaneous items .•••..•.• , •• , •••••• , •• ,, ••• , ••
To cover deficiency in appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1849, for
parchment, the increase required to satisly military locations being much
greater than wa.s estimated ••••••••••••••..••• , •••••.•••.••••• , .....

31,017 50
4,000 00
35,017 50

-------------
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K.
. Estimate of appropriationi for the surveying department for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1850.
Object of

appropriatio~.

Amount.

Total.

For salariei of surveyors general and their clerks, in addition to the _balances _of former appropriations 1 to wit :

1. ]ilor compensation of surveyors general northwest of the
Ohio, per lOth section of the act of 18th May, 1796,
(Laws U. S., vol. 2, p. 537) ....•....••......••...• ,
2. For clerks in his office. per 1st section of the act of 9th
May, 1836, (Laws U. S., voi. 9 1 p. 331) .............
3. For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and
Missouri, per 1st section of the act of April 3, 1818,
(Laws U.S., vol. 6, page~ 226 and 267) ...•... , .....
4. For clerks in his office, per 1st section of the act of May
9, 1836, (Laws U. S., vol. 9, p. 331) ................
5. For compensation of the surveyor general ef Louisiana,
per 5th section of the act of March 3, 1831, (Laws U.
S , vol. 8, p. 500) ..•. , • , ....••... ! • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
6. For clerks i11 his office, per 1st section of the act of May
9 1 1836, (Laws U. S., vol. 9, p. 331) ............... .
7. For compensation of the surveyor general of Florida,
per 7th section of the act of March 3, 1833, (Laws U.
S., vol. 7, p. 149 . ............................••.•..
8. For clerks in his office, per 1st section of the act of May
9, 1836, (Laws 15. S., vol. 9, p. 331) .............. ..

$2,000 00
6,300 00

-------

$8,300 00

2,000 00
3,820 00

-------

5,820 00

2,000 00
2 ,500 00
4,500 0(}
2,000 00
3 ,500 00
5,500 00

9. For compen5ation of the surveyor general of Wisconsin
and Iowa, per act of August 8, 1846, (acts 1st session,
29th Congress, p. 118) ............................. .
10. For clerks in his office, per same act ................. .

2,000 00
6,300 00
8 , 300 00

Congress at the last session struck out of the bill making appropriations for the civil and
diplomatic expenses of the government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849, the salaries
of the surveyors general of Alabama, Mississippi , and Arkansas, and of the clerks in their
offices, with the distinct understanding that those offices should be closed under the act of
June 12, 18-10, (United States Statutes at Large, vol. 5, page 38-t.) The necessary instructions for closing those offices have accordingly b ~ en given, and therefore no estimates
.are submitted for them.

I
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L.
Estimate of appropriations required for surveying the public lands
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850.
Object of appropriation.

Amount.

For surveying tke public lands, o/c., in addition to the unexpended balance
of former appropriations, to wit:

For surveying the public lands, including incidental expenses, to be apportioned to the several districts according to the exigencies of the public
service ; the part to be ap,lied to the surveys of the mineral regions of
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa, and in the location of private claims
in Florida, to be disbursed at augmented rates ...................... .
For surveys in the southern part of Missouri, east of the meridian, at five
dollars per mile, on account of the difficulties in executing surveys in
that section of the State, owing to lakes, swamps, marshes, &c .•..••.•
For the correction of erroneous and defective suveys, in small and detached .
portions, in Illinois and Missouri, at a rate not exceeding six dollars per
mile ..••••.•••.••••.•.••••••••••••••.••••••.•••.••••••..•..••••.
For completing surveys of the towns and villages in Missouri, named in the
acts of 1812 and 1824, including office work ........................ .
For completing certain surveys in Arkansas, at increased rates, in consequence of tl.e peculiar difficulties attending the execution of them .•..
.For compensation to surveyor general of Florida for extra services for three
years, as explained in his report ................................... .
For clerk in the offices of the surveyor general, to be apportioned to them
according to the exigencies of the public service, and, if necessary, to
be employed in transcribing field notes of surveys for the purpose of
pr~serving them at the seat of government ......................... .

$115 ,ooo 00
4 ,000 00
1,200 00
2,000 00
850 00
2,000 00

22,500 00

The United States geologists were instructed to complete their labors this season, lo!.ence
no estimate is submitted for that service.
The rents received by the mineral agents in the Lake Superior district, in Michigan, from
leases which have not yet expired, are sufficient to support the agency at that point, and
hence no appropriation is required for them.
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

November 9, 1848.

RICHARD M. YOUNG, Commissioner.
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REPORTS
OF

THE SURVEYORS GENER.AL, &c.,
ACCOMPANYING

The annual report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office.

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF OHIO, INDIANA , AND
MICHIGAN .
. SvRvEYOR GENERAL's OFFicE,

Detroit, November 24, 1848.
SIR: The progress and condition of the surveys of the public
lands, and the office ·work connected therewith, in this .district,
since the date of my last annual report, together with a statement
of my accounts for the same period, and my estimates of appropriations deemed necessary for the fiscal year ending on the 30th of
June, 1850, may be seen by reference to the tabular statements
hereunto annexed, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, L, and M,
and the accompanying diagrams
Indiana and Michigan, herewith
enclosed. Some general remarks, in addition thereto, will be sufficient for the purposes of this report.

or

In Ohio.
All the surveys and records of surveys have been completed, and
accounts have been rendered therefor, so that this office has nothing
more to do in that State.

In Indi ana.
Abner E. Van Ness, deputy · surveyor, has nearly comp 1eted the
survey of all unsurvey·e d islands that are of sufficient size and value
to pay, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acra,
fifty per cent. over and above his charge, at the_rate of five dollars
per mile, for surveying them . . His instructions permit him also to
survey, and return his field notes of, such smaller islands as any
person or persons may desire to have sur v eyed, provided no charge ·
be made therefor against the United States; it being supp osed that
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Ruch small islands will sell for nearly or quite enough to pay the
additional expense of office work that their survey wql occasion.
His full returns, which are expected within a few days, will complete the fie] d work of the surveys of public lands in that State.
The office work, connected with those surveys, is also nearly completed.
Records have been made of the field notes of the fifty-four townships, and of the plats of the one hundred and fifty-eight townships
that remainpd to be recorded at the date of the last annual report,
and one of the clerks of this office has been employed, during the
greater part of the last year, in supplying d~feets found in the old
records of maps and field notes, and in indexing, arranging and
preparing the unbound records of surveys in that State for the
binder.
The only .office work, connected with those surveys, that remains
now to be done, is the recording of the field notes of the survey of
the islands before referred to, and the transcribing of those nptes,
and also the field notes of the twenty-eight townships and frac·
tional townships in the Miami reservation, for preservation at the
stat of the general government.
.
This work will be done, the records of field notes, in forty-four
volumes, transcripts in six volumes, and 1 the records of township
plats in four volumes, will be bound, and twenty-five volumes of
old records that are worm eaten will be re-bounrl, and all the records, maps, field notes and papers of every description, pertaining
to :he surveys in Indiana, will be ready for delivery to the Secre:
tary of State of that State, or such other officer as may be appointed to receive. them, on or before the 30th of June next, as
directedi n your in structions of the 29th of September last.

. In Michigan.
All the contracts that were unfinished, at the date of the last annual report, have since been completed, and the surveys made under them have been returned to and examined and approved by this
office, with the exception of one township embraced in the contract
of S. \V. Higgins, and the entire contract made with John rviullett,
on the 26 th of June, 184 7, for surveying the exterior township
boundaries of all that portion of northern Michigan which lies
south of the fourth correction line, and west of range twenty-three
west. This contract was entered into with Mr. Mullett, on account of his long experience of a quarter of a century in similar
service, during which he has probably surveyed a greater number
of miles than any other man now living, but the swamps embraced
in it were found, on trial~ to be so numerous, extensive and difficult to get thr.ough, that his health and physical 'power proved to
be une-qual to the task. For this reason, and in order still to have
the benefit of his supervision and responsibility, Henry Floyd, a
young man who had been with him, and came well recommended
as a surveyor, was appointed one of my deputies, and authorized
to go on under the contract above mentioned and complete it, re6
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ceiving therefor the compensation that Mr. Mullett was to receive
from the United States, as stated in IJlY letter to you of the 4th of
September, 1847.
.
·
In accordance with this arrangement, eighteen townships and
fractional townships were returned by Mr. Floyd as surveyed, and
his field notes thereof looked so well that they were approYed, and
an account for the work done by him, amounting to $891 18, was
transmitted to you on the 30th of December last. The remainder
of the townships embraced in the contract were laid off by him last
spring, and his field notes thereof were returned soon after. But,
previous to this, a contract, uated the 22d of April last, was entered into with J ohti Mullett for sub- dividing fifteen of the townships and fractional townships that had been returned by F1oyd,
and paid for as above stated. This was done, at Mr. Mullett's re<JUest, in order that, being responsible for the correctness of Floyd's
work, he might have an opportunity to test it before it should all
be paid for, and that such test might be applied by him;' to his
entire satisfaction, while engaged in the performance of such .work
as his health and strength would enable him to do, and such as it
was supposed the public interest required should be done, for the
accommodation of the lumbermen, and other settlers along the shore
of Green Bay, and on the Menomonie river from its mouth north'~ard. The account for ~/[r. Floyd's last work was, therefore, suspended until the character of his former work could thus be ascertained. The result has shown that his returns were, in many respects, false and fraudulent, and that his work was so erroneously
done that no reliance could be placed on it; in consequence of
which, most of it has been done over again by James H. Mullett,
who has just returned from the field, and is expected to hand in his
notes within a few days. The amount already paid under this contract will be dedu-cted from the amount then due on it, so that no
loss will be sustained by the government.
The re-survey of the exterior boundaries of private claims on the
river Raisin, will be the subject of a special report.
The survey of the unsurveyed islands in the Kalamazoo river, on
account of the ill health and final death of Amos C. Roberts, the
deputy who was to survey them, has not yet betm commenced.
Two contracts were made last spring, one dated the 30th of
March and the other the 29th ef April, for examining and re-surveying, if found nec.essary, certain old surveys in the vicinity of
the Maskego and l\1anistee rivers, in souther.n Michigan, that were
believed to be more or lt>ss. erroneous and fraudulent. The extent
of such re-surveys was not, however, to exceed in all five hundred
and ninety-five miles, so that the cost thereof, at the prices nam~d
in the contracts, should be somewhat less than the amount of the
unexpended balance of the appropriation of the lOth of Augu~t,
1846, for the correction of erroneous and defective surveys in ·t his
State.
,
Field notes of the re-survey of four townships, \vhich were originally surveyed by John P. Allard, pnder his con tract, dated the
16th of July, 1838, and o( part of a township originally surveyed
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by John Brink, under his contract, dated the 18th of February,
1839, have been returned, examined, and approved under the first
named contracts. From these returns, and the testimony of the
men who assisted the surveyors in making the re-surveys which
they describe, it appears that Allard's field notes of his survey of
those townships are almost wholly fictitious and fraudulent, and
that Brink's are, to some considerable extent, of the same character.
Mr. Allard had three contracts for sub-dividing in this portion of
Michigan, dated the 28th of July, 1837, 16th of July; 1838, and the
26th of January, 1839, embracing in all thirty-two entire townships, the surveys of which, as returned by him, and approved at
this office, are probably all of the character above described.
Mr. Brink had two contracts, one dated the 18th of February,
1839, for the sub-division of about twelvt! townships, lying on the
Manistee river, and the other dated the 13th of December, 1839,
for the sub-division of twelve townships, lying on the head waters
of the Maskego river, making togetHer about twenty-four townships, the survey and returns of which are probably similar in charact~r to the work of his above mentioned.
There are other suryeys in this portion of the State that are
strongly suspected, but enough is not known at present to jus'tify
the expression <>f any positive opinion against them. The diagram
marked L, accompanying this report, shows the names of all contractors who sub-divided in southern Michigan, north of the Grand,
Chippewa, and Tetibawasse rivers, together with the dates of their
contracts and the location and boundaries of their respective districts.
The surveys of Mr. Allard, above mentioned, embrace a large
tract of very good country, and ought to be _corrected, if erroneous, 11efore any sales are made therein. I have, therefore, made
an estimate of ten thousand dollars for this purpose, which will be
found in the accompanying statement K, added to the estimates for
the coming year, which were sent you with my letter of the 28th
of September iast. The maximum price of the work, therein
stated, is as low as experience .will allow.
In northern .Michigan seventy five t-ownships and fractional
townships have been sub-divided during the past season, in addition to thos~ embraced in the unfinished contracts of last year.
Twenty-one of these embrace the principal portion of the iron district southeast of Keewenaw bay, in which between fifteen and
twenty hills and cliffs of iron ore, from thirty to two hundred and
fifty feet in height, and in some places of great extent, have been
discovered by the surveyors. These bodies of ore are in the midst
of a dense forest, which will afford an abundant supply of exce-llent wood for making charcoal to work them, and some of them
are near by good water power for driving the necessary machinery.
Dr. Jackson, geological surveyor of the mineral lands of Michi.gan, will doubtless give a full and accurate description of the1n in
his report.
· Nothing worthy of particular note is known to have been found
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by the surveyors in the other townships sub-divided this year, excepting perhaps two hills or ridges of limestone, on and near the
line between sections 13 and 14, and 23 and 24, in township 51
north, of range 35 west, which is interesting because it is supposed
to be the only limestone yet found in place in the vicinity of
the copper mines of this State, where it is much needed as a flux
in smelting.
Both the limestone and hills of iron ore above mentioned are
represented in their proper places on the township plats; and those
plats, as now made in this office, give far more full and accurate
information than any that were made previous to the year 1845.
They do not, however, show the informatibn obtained by means of
the geological survey now in progress, as they should and would
do if that survey were carried on in connexion with the linear surveys, as was intended by its projector, the late Dr. Houghton; and
they are, therefore, not as valuable to the purchasers of the public
lands as I had hoped to be able to make them.
The economical and efficient plan which the doctor devised for
the connexion of those surveys was, in consequence of his death,
only very partia11y carried into effect. But notwithstanding this, a
considerable amount of valuable ' material for making up a complete geological description of the whole mining district in J\!Iichigan, south of Lake Superior, \vas from time to time collected by
the deputy surveyors, who had had more or less exp~rience under
him, which, after being partially revised by Bela Hubbard, esquire,
was turned over to Dr. Jackson, in whose hands, it is gratifying to
know; it will not be lost.
_
,
Some errors were doubtless committed in describing particular
rocks and minerals, for the surveyors do not pretend to be accomplished geologists; but the wonder in regard to the geological part
of the surveys made by them is not that it is not more perfect, but
that it is as perfect as it is-especiaUy when the fact is conside·red
that it <:ost the government literally almost nothing.
To show some of the results arrived at by ..means of information
thus pro'cured, I beg leave to quote the language of William A.
:Burt, esquire, inventor of the solar cumpass, from a report made
by him on the topography ancT geology of a district south of Lake
Superior, of which he and his sons surveyed the township lines,
u~der a contract dated ths 27th of April, 1847. It is as follows,
VlZ :

"In conclusion, I may be permitred to state, that I have been
engaged in the surveys f township lines in the northern peninsula
of Michigan, between the fourth correction line and Lake Superior, from their commencement to their completion, and have examined the various rock formations in more than hundred four townships embraced in this tract of country, so far as these surveys
have afforded opportunity to do so."
"The result has disclosed, among other things, the interesting
and important facts, that the Keewenaw Point range of trap is the
true copper-bearing range, where this metal abounds more than in
any other range of rocks south of Lake Superior; and that the beds,
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or rather ledges and hills of magnetic iron ore, are most frequently
found between ranges twenty-five and thirty-three west, and between a line running west and another running south 57° west from
Little Presque Isle, on the coast of Lake Superior, in township 48
north, of range 25 west. The areas thus defined are undoubtedly
the most metalliferous portions of the mineral region south of Lake
:Superior." ,
'
"It may now be worthy of inquiry whether the small additional
allowance for a 'survey, with reference to mines and minerals,'
over and above a fair compensation for the line~r surveys, could
have been applied in any other way with so much advantage to the
public interest as has resulted, and will result, from this application of it, even if the ascertainment of the boundaries of the iron
and copper districts had been the only valuable information thereby obtained."
The ' principal object in view in making appropriations for surveying in the mineral region of Michigan, ''with reference to
mines and mineral.::;" was, d~mbtless, to ascertain in what rocks,
and within what limits, the rich mineral deposits that were sapposed to exist in that region were to be found, so that miners and
other persons, disposed to engage in the business of mining, might
know where to look for veins · and beds containing the ores or
metals sought for, and not spend their time uselessly in wandering
over the country to. seek for them where they do not exist. Having
asc~rtained these facts, the government would, of course, have the
means of knowing what tracts should be sold as mineral, and what
as farming lands.
This object was, to a great extent, accomplished in a quiet, unpretending, economical manner, by the deputies of this office, as
the foregoing extract', from a report made by one of their number,
sufficiently shows.
The geological portion of their work would undoubtedly have
been more full and perfect than it is, if Doctor Houghton had lived
to superintend it, and give them the benefit of his counsel and
direction; or if they could have had the advantage of acting
, under the ad vice and direction of Doctor Jackson.
But still the result of their labor shows, beyond all doubt, that
great advantages, in point of efficiency and economy of expend-iture, will be gained by a counexion of the geological with the
lineax: surveys in all the unsurveyed mining district's of the United
States-the geological surveys being under the direction of an able
exploring geologist, and the linear surveys under the proper surveyor general-the surveyors being, at the same time, the deputies
or assistants of both, under such an arrangement as to prevent
conflicting orders between them.
A statement of some of the benefits, and an estimate of the expense of a geological survey carried on in this manner, was made
in the annual report from this office, elated November 10, 1845.
As the linear survey of all those portions of northern Michigan
which are likely to be occupied by settlers within the next few
.Years is now. finished, it is proposed, after contracting for the sub-

,
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division of the remaining portion of the iron district, to go on
next year with the sub-division of the other unsm:.veyed townships
of the State, beginning with the lowest number of township and
range, and progressing northward and wtstward, in regular order,
as far as .the appropriation will permit, with a view to the completion of the surveys and records of the district, and the abolishment of this office as soon as practicable.
It will be seen, by the annexed statement marked lVI, that the
whole expense of the 1 surve'ys yet to be made in Michigan, and of
the work yet to be done in this office, including all salaries and
incidental expenses, is estimated at one hundred apd fifty-three
thousand one hundred and twenty-four dollars; consequently, if
the usual appropriations shall be continued, in accordance with the
estimates herewith presented for the next fiscal year, all the surveys of the district, and the maps and records of surveys and field
notes in this office, will be completed, so that the office may be
abolished within less than four years from this date.
I am, s.ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LUCIUS LYON,
Surveyor General.
HoN. RicHARD M. YouNG,
Commissioner of the #General Land Office,.

•

A.
Statement of surveys returned and in progress under cont,r acts that were unfinished on th~ 5th of Novembe_r, 1847,
the date uf the last annual'report.
__!..

....!
'"0

00

<I>

s::

s::

~

B
,_.

....s::

<I>

:;:J

U1

Names of contractors.

I Character of the~nrveys.

I

Date of contract.

0.

'"0

~s::

<I>

s::
,_.

0:

E
<I>

s

,_.

'C)

U1

~

0

~

z
William A. Burt and Aus·
tin Burt .. . ............ Townshiplines .•••••••••
Orson Lyon.............. Re-surveys..............
William Ives •.•••••••••. ·sub.divisions and township lines .............
Orange Risdon ................. do .•.•••••••••••••
S. _w. Higgins ........... Sub-divisions ............

April27, 1847 ••••••
April 14, 1847 ......

70

April 23, 1847 .... ..
April 29, 1847 .•••••
~ay 5, 1847 ..... .

19
17

John Mullett ••••••••••.• Township lines .......... June 26, 1847 •••••.

17

8

4

•

0"0
c:J Q)
0 ....

Remarks.

~.-:::

<eEl

~

....s::

>::

:;:J
0

s

C;!

<1

m. chs. lks.
798 49 82 1$6,388 98 Surveys all finished.
2,825 89 .... do ........ do.
565 14 43

I

760 30 16
402 46 29
260 ' 56 08

1ln

o8 41

3,213 44 .... do ........ do.
1,610 30 .... do ........ do.
1,303 50 All finished except township N. 49, tange 39
1V.; in relation contract is cancelled.
891 18 ..•. do .....•.. do .,

0
~

~

~

1-4

~

Su~tVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Detroit, November 24, 1848.

LUCIUS l.. YON, Surveyor General.
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Statement of surveys contracted for since No
District embraced in contract.
Names of contractors.

Date of contract Time allowed.
and character
. of surveys.

Range .

Townships.

Michigan.
A. Merryweather Feb. 23, 1848, Jan. 1, 1849 38 N ...••.... 18, 19 f 20, 21, w .... ..
sub·divisions.
39 N .•.•...•. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, w .. .
40 N .•.•.. ~·· 16, 17, 18, 19, 20: 21,
4t

-N ....... ..

w.

w............. .

18, 19,

Michigan.
Orson Lyon ••••. March 30, 1848, Nov. 1, 1848 21 N ....... ..
examining and
22N ........ .
correcting erroneous and de23N ........ .
fective surveys.
24N ........ .
25N ...•.....
26 N .....•...
11 , 12, 13, 14,
15, N.
11, 12, 13, 14,
15, N .

•

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 1 9, I
10, 11 : 12, w.
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10,
11,12,W.
8, 9, 10, w ........... .
8, 9, 10,
8, 9, 10, W .......... ..
8, 9, 10,
7 \V .... ; ............ .

w........... .
w......... ..

8

w ................. .
Michigan.

John Mullett .... 1\.piil 22, 1848, Nov. 1,1848 35, N ........ 24 w ................ .
su~-divisions.
33, 34, 35, N .. 25 w............... ..
32, 33, 34, 35, 26W ..•••••.•••••..•.
J;

N.

31, 32, 33, 3-t, 27W ..•••••.••••••.••
. 35J N.
32, 33•N ..... 28 \V .•.•.•••••..•••••

Michigan.
4

Orange Risdon .• April 29, 1848, Oct. 1, 1848 19, 20, 21, 22,
examining and
23, 24, N.
20, 21, 22, 23,
correcting· erroneous and de24, N.
fective surveys.
20, 21,22,23,
24, N.
20,21,and23 ,

N.

11

an~

12 W ....... •...

13 and 14 W ........ ..
15 and 16 W ......... .
17 W .•.••.•••••••••••

20N .••••.... 18W .••••••••••••••••

l'r!ichigan.

S. W. Higgins •• Sub-divisions.No
contract
made. Bond to
executed
be
when work is
approved.

49 N ...••••.• 40 W ...••. , ••••......
50 N ......... 35, 36, 37, W ......... .
51 N ......... 34, 35, 36, W ...... .. .. .
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vember 5, 1847, and of progress made therein.

Notes of townships re·
turned.

Remarks.

Miles return·
ed .

•
________.1--~---------------l---------l--------ll-----------------.ll:(s. chs. lks.

1625 $4 00

J

37
38
39
l 40

1

l

J

21 N., R. 11 W ......... ~

)

I

.

N .. R. 19 W ........
N.; R. 19 , 20 , W · "· ~ 297 28 64 $1 189 4"
N., R. 20, 21, W ....
J
""'
N.' R. 20 I 21' w ... .

120 33 85

662 32

Deputy still in the field.

Deputy still in the field.

22 N , R. 11, W .........

~ 450

I

)

1

} 600

4 0(}

························ ············ ··········

Field work done. Notes
not all returned.

J
)

1......... .
}145

5 00

21 N., R. 12 W .........
22N.,R.12W .........

lug 69 66
5

599 35

Contract completed.

l
~

.... 5 00

~

t

49 N.: R. 40 W... .. . ..
50N.,R. 35, 36,37, W ...................... Work done and returns
51 N., R. 34, 35, 36, W.
made.
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District embraced in contract.
Names of contractors.

John Burt .••.•••

Date f contract Time allowand character
ed.
of surveys.

.

Townsh ip~ .

Range.

.
Sub-divisions.- ........... A4N .•••••...
No' contract.
47N ••••••...
,

Bond to be executed when
work is approved . .

."'

Nichigan.
29 and 30 vv ..........
27, 28,29, 30, 31, w ...

Michigan.
Austin Burt .•••. • • : • •. do ••••• , •.

............

48N ......... 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, w...
50 N ..•.•••.. 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46,

w.

Wells Burt

..... . •• • • •do •••••••. ..... ......

Nichigan .
45N .••.•..•. 29 and 30, W •..••••.•.
48 N ••••••... 27, 28; 29, 30, 31, W ...

'

]lfichigan.

William Burt •••. • • • •• •do .••••••.

............

47N .•••••... 43, 44, 45, w .........
49 N •••••••.. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, w...

Michigan.
Harvey Mellon .. .••••• do •••••••.

............

43 N ......... 29 and 30W ....••••••
46N ..•.••••. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, w...

I

Michigan.
'

William Ives .... , ••••• do •••••••.

············

-....

46
47
48
49

N .••••••..
N ..•••••..
N .••••••..
N .........

47W ...•.•••.•••••..•
47W .•..•••••••••..•.
47, 48, 49, w..........
47, 48, w........ ··· ····

.
Indiana.

Abner E.
Ness.

Van

I

'

r

Jnne 6, ~848.
For sn»veying
all unsurveyed
islands in the
J'ippecanoe and
other rivers, in
the State of
Indiana.

............ .............. .... , ..................
:

.,
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tinued.
'

Notes of townships returned.

e

Remarks.

Miles returned .

.J..fs. ch$. lks.

.................................... ··········

~ ....

5 00

l ....

6 00

Field work done.
daily expected.

Notes

...... , .................. ···••• : ••••• ......... . , • , ,, ;, , ,,do •• •• • • •• •••

, , ,, , , •• , , , •• ,, , , , •••.•••••••••. do ••.•••••••• •

~ , • , , 5 00 ••••••••••••.••••••••••• , , , , , , , , •••. .•••• , , ••.•••••• ·.••• do •••••••••••

l· •••

6 00 .• • • • • ••. • • • • • • • • • ' • .• • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • .. • • • . • • • • • • • • • • do. • • • • • • • • ~ •

I

,

•
• • · • • •• • • •, ••••••••• do ••••• ,, ..••

} .... 5 00

. . ..•• 5 00

25 77 74

,

$129 86

Notes of 39 islands, with·
in the limits of 19 townships, returned. Surveyor still in the field.
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:B-Con
District embraced in contract .

~

.
Names of contractors.

Date of cnntract Time allow.
and character
ed.
of surveys.

Range.

Townships.
I

I·

Michigan .

John H. Mullett • Special instruc·
tions, May 2,
1848; sub-division of Keeche- ,, un-daug-enink reserve.
I

............ 5N
: .........
6N ...... 1...

/

-

SURVEYOR GENERA L's OF F I CE,

Detroit, N ot'ember 24, 1848 .

•

4E ..•••••••..••......
4E .••••••••.. ,,.,,,,,,

\

I
I
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tinued.

.
Notes of townships returned,

'

Miles returned.

Remarks.

Ms. chs. lks.

! ....

3 00

•••••••••••••••••••••••

16 69 14

$50 59

Completed-

LUCIUS LYON,
Surveyor General.

c.

\

e.o

~

Statement ~~ township plats and descriptive notes made and on hand, or sent to tl~e proper offices, since the 5th
day of November, 1847 .

•
•

B

Number of plats
made.

Number of
descriptive
notes made.

....,
!::

Q.l

en

rn

Range.

Township.

.....

Land district.

When sent to
Commissioner.

~

Q.l

!::

a5
!E •
C)

------------------1
65 ................ north ...............
41 ..• ,, •.. ,., •••... do.,, •••••••••.•••
41 .••••... , •••• , ••. do., •••••••••
41 .•••• , •••••• , •• , .do .•••••••••••••••
16 .•.•••••••• , ••••• «lo •.•••••••• , ••••.
1':' and 18 •• , ••• , •.. do................
.l7 .••••.•.••••••••. do .•• ·••••••••.•.••
21and22 ...•.••.•. do .....•••••.•.••.
.21 and 22 .• , ••.. .. . ,do ..•••..•••.•••••
21 and 22 .•...••••. do ..••.• ••••••••• .
21 and 22 ...•••.••. do ...••••.•••••••.
21 and 22 .....•.••. do... . ............
30, 31, and 32 ...... do ................
31 and 32 .•.••••••. do .•••••••••••••••
34 and 35 .•..• -••••. do ...•••••••.•••••
4~ ••••••••.•••••••• do ..•.••••••• ~ •••.
50, •••••.••••••.•.. do .••.••••••••••••
50 .•••••••••••••••. do................
50 .••• , •••••••• , ••. do,.,,, •••• ,., ••••
LO • • •

·~en
'§

~

s·
0

~
'SD
Cl>

When sent to
register.

'"•'

-

~3
p. rJ)

..... ·s.o
0

s'"'

~

Q.l

~

z

a5
0
!E

~en

·sJJ
Q.l

0
0
P::
0
~
"1--- J--- ~ ---1--------1--------!---1---1-

34 west •••• Lake Superior •.••
21.. do .•••.••.. ·•• do .•..••••••
22.. do ......•.••. do •.••••••••
23 .• do ........... do ....... . ..
. 8 .. do .•.•. Grand river ...... .
8 •• do .•.•.•••••• do .•.••••••.
7.. do .•....••••• do ..... ~. : ••
13.. do ........... do ...••••.••
14.. do .•••.. . •... do ..•••••••.
15.. do .•.•...•..• do .•••••.• ,.
16 .• do .......••.. do .•••••••..
17... do ........... do: ....... ..
15.. do ... ;, Lake Superior ... .
14 .• do .•••....•.. do ...•••••.•
13 .. do .••••.••... do ..•• .' ••••.
41.. do .••••..•... do ......•• •.
38 .• do, •••...•..• do .•• -•••••..
39 .• do .••••.•••.. do .•..•••••.
40 .• do, •••.••••.• do .. , ••••• ,.

1
I

1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1

2
1
2
2
2
2
2
3

2
.I
2
2
2
2
2

2

2
2
1
1

2
1

1
I
1

3

1
1

1 Dec.
4, 1847 May
9, 1848 1 ~ 1...... I• .. •••
1 Dec, 30, 1847 July 19, 1848
1 .••••••• do. ;-, •••........ do. • • • • •
~ 1 •••••• 1 •••• • •
1 ....•••. do, •••• , . , .•.• , .do ...•• ,
1
1 Feb. 24, 1848 .••• , .•••.•••••••••••.
2' •••••••• do, •••••..•••••••.••••.• , •••••.•••••
1 .•••.•.. do .•••••.••••••••• :. ~ ..• , •••••.•••••
2 March 25, 1848 Sept. 4, 1848
2
2
2
2/ ........ do ••••••• , ••.••• do .• ,...
2
2
2
2 ..••••.. do •.•••• , ..••... do......
2
2
2
2 Aug. 11, 1848 ........ do......
2
2
2
2 March 25, 1848 ........ do......
2
2
2
3 ........ do ...... May
9, 1848
3
3
3
2 .•••• : •. do. • . • • • , ••••••• do. . • • • •
2
2
2
2
2
2
2 ........ do ...•••.••••••• do......
d
March 28, 1848 · July 19: 1848
1
1 ........ do .•.•••..•. , , .. do......
1
1 .••••••• do •••• ,, .••••.•• do......
1
1 •••••••• do, •••••••.•.• , .do......
l

~
~

~

0

~

~
~

1-l

~

ua ••••••• ; •• , . -....-·. -.n-o--.----.--.

•••••••••••••
64 ••••••.•••••.•••• do ...•••••.•••••••
65 and 6G •••••••••• do .••••••.••..•.•.
ti7 ...•••.•••••••••• do ..••.•••••.••••.
t>6 and 67 ••••••••••,do ....•.•••...••..
66 and 67 •••••••••. do ••••.••••••••.••
63 and 65 ••.•••••••• do ••••••• : •••••••.,
18 •.·..••...•••••••. do .•••.•.••••..•••
18 .••.••...••••..•. do ....••.•••• , ••••
37 and 38 .•.••..••. do ••••...•••••••••
38 and 40 ••••.••••• do •• ~ ••••••••••••
40 .•••••••••••••••. do •••••••••.•••••••
65 and 66 .•••••.••. do ••••••••••••.••
63 and 64 .••••••••. do .• , •• ', •.••••••••
63 and 64 •••••••••. do •••••••••.•••.•.
21 and 22 .......... do ............... .
21 and 22 .......... do .•••• , ••••••••••
39 and 41 .......... do .............. ..
42 ••••••••••••••••• do .•••.••• , •••••••
39 ••••••••••••••••• do •••••••
42 ••••••••••••••••• do .••••••••••.••••
17 .••••••••••••.••. do .•••••.•••••••••
15, •••••...•••..•.. do ••••••••••• , ••••

37 .. do ••••. : •••.•-do .••••••••.
36 .• do .•••....... do .•....•••.
35 .. do ...•...•... do .••.••.•..
32 .. do .••...•••.• do ..•.•.••..
33 .. do ..••..•••.. do •••.•••...
34 •• do .•.•...••.. do .•••.••.•.
36 .. do ........•.• do . .•••.•.•.
6 .. do..... Grand river...... .
7 .. do ........... do ........ ..
19 .. do ..... Lake ·superior ... .
20 .. do .•.•..•.••• do •.....••...
21 .. do .••••..•••• do ••••.••••.
37•• do ........... do ........ ..
38 .. do ..•••..•..•. do •.•...••..
39 •• do .••...•..•• do .•••..••..
11 .. do. .. .. Grand riyer .......
12.. do ••••....••• do .••••••••.
20 .. do •••.. Lake Superior •.•.
20.. do ..•...••••• do .•....•••.
21 .. do .•••..•• , • ,do ..••......
21 .. do •••••.••••• do .•••......
6.. do..... Grant! river .......
6 .• do .•.••.••••. do ••••.•••••

1
1

I
1

2

2

1

1

2
2
2

2
2
2

1
1

1
1

2

2

2

2

1

2

2

2
2

1
..

2

2

2

2
2
2
2

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1

1

64

64

2

April 13, 1848 .••••••. do,.....

1 .••••..•••••

1 ........ do ••••.•...•• , .. do......
2 ...•.... tlo ••••••.••••••• do,.....

1 .•••• , .•••••

1

2 ..••••.•.•••
1 July 17, 1848 ........ do......
1 ........... .
2 ...••••• do ••.•••....••.. do,.....
2 ..••.•.• , • , •
2 ....•...••••
2 .••••.•. do ••••••...••••. do......
2 ·........ do ...•...•..•... do •••. ,.
2 ....•......•
1 Aug. 14, 1848 • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • . • • • • . . • • • • • . .•••
1 ...•.•.• do .••••••••••••••••••.•..•••••••••••.•••••
2 Sept. 21, 1848 .. • • • .. • . . • • . . .. • • • • • • . .. • • • . •..•
2 ......•. do ..••••.•.• , .•••••...•..•••••.•••••....••
1 ....•.•. do ..•••...•••.•.•••••••..•••••.••••..•.•••
2 Nov.
6, 1848 .•••••••••••••••.•••••.••••..•••••
2 .••••••• do ••••••.•••••••••••••••.••••..•••..
2 ...•.•.• do ••••••••••••••• .••••••..••••..••••.
2 Nov.
2, 1848 ............................ 1: . . . . .
2 .•..•.•. do ...•.•..•..••.•..•.•...•....
2 Aug. 11, 1848 Sept.
4, 1848
1
1 April 8, 1848 ........ do......
1 .......
1 Aug,. 11, 1848 ............................ ..... .
1 Apnl 8, 1848 July 19, 1848
1 • ; ........ ..
1 March 24, 1848 ....••••..•...•..•••••. ~- •••.•••••
1 Nov. 30, 1847 .•••••••..••••••....••..•••..•••••
1
64

1=1=

lJiagrams containing 39 islands in. the Tippecanoe and other rivers, in the
State of Indiana ••••••.••..•..••••...••••••.•..•••••.•..•••••.••• I

.•

·19

19

39

17

17

=1=1=
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19

~

~
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•'

Ex. Doc. No. 12.
C-Continued . .

The following desc1·iptive notes, in addition to the 17 contained tn
the above statement, have· also been made, viz :
*

NmYiber of descriptive
notes made.
Townships.

I ~

Range.

~ ~------~------

Total descriptive notes brought from page 95 ..... .
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, and 48 north .••••... 1 east, mer. Mich . .
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 ....... do ........ . 2 ..•••• do ...••..•
41, 42. 43, and 44 ..••....•..•.••. do .•.•••... 3 .••••• do .•••••• :
41, 42 1 43 ..•....•.•••..•....•••. do ...•••.•• 4 .••••• Jo .•..•.•.
41, 42, 43 ..•.......••..•.•..•.•. do .•.••..•• 5 .•.•.• do ..•.•.•.
41, 42, 43 ...••.••••••......•...• do .......•• 6 ..•••. do .•..•...
41, 42, 43 ....•............ ; ..•.. do ..••••.•• 7 ....• ,do ....•...
41 and 42 ........................ do ........ . 8 ...•.. do ......•.
41, 42, 43, 44, 45,46: and 47 ...... do ........ . 1 west, mer. Mich.
41, 42, 43, 44 ..•...•.••..•..••••. do ...•• , ••. 2 .•.••• do ....••••
40, 41, 42, 4'3, 44 ................ do ....... .. 3 ..•• , .do .• , ••• ,.
40, 41, 42, 43 ..•.•••••••••.•.••.. do .....•... 4 .••.•. do .•.. ,.,.
5 . •..•. do ..•••••.
41, 42, 4B •••••••••••••••••••••••
42, 43, 44 .....•••••••..•..••.... do •••.••••. 6 ••• , •• do ...•.•..
42, 43, 44 ..•••••.•••..•••..••... do .•....... 7 ..••.• do ....•.•.
42, 4~, 44 .••••..•.•••.•.•.•••••. do .•.•••... 8.,., .. do ....•••.
a1, 38, 39 ..•...•••...•.••.•.•... do ..•.••... 10 . •.• , .do ..•.•.•.
37, 38, 41 ....................... do ....... .. 11 ..... do ...... ..
41 •.••..•. .•••••••••..•.•••••.. do .....••.• 12, 13, 14, 15, and
16 west, Mich ...
18, 19, and 20 .••••.•••.•.•••.... do .•.••...• 1 east, mer. Mich,.
17, 18, 19, and 20 ................ do ........ . 2 .•••• ,do .••.....
16, 17, 18, 19, 20 ................ do ..... , .. . 3 .••••. do ...•..•.

ao ........ .

Total descriptive notes ...••..•.••.

·· ~···· ····""••••t'

Office.

Register.

17
8
8
4
3
3
3
3
2
7
4
5
4
'3
3
3
3
3

17

3

5
3
4
5

8

·s

- I-

4
3
3
3
3
2
7
4
5
4
3
3
3
3
3
3

5
3
4
5

------106
106

SuF.VEYOR GENERAL' s OFFICE,

Detroit, November 24, 1848.

'
LUCIUS LYON,
Surveyor.Oeneral.

J

•
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D.

List of townsldp plats recorded since November 5, 1847.
Townships.

Range.

State.
r

Number
of plats.

------·------------------------l--------------------1--------- -----28, 29, 30, and 31, north .............. . R.
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,28: 29, 30, and
31, north ...••••.•••••.•••• , •.••.... do
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, and
3.1, north ..•••.•.•...•....••.•••..•. do
21,2~ 23 1 24,25,26, 27,28, 29 1 30,and
31 north ........•..•...•••..•••••... do
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30_.and
31, north ..•.•••.•...•..•.•.•..•.... do
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31,
34 , 35, 36, 37, 38 , north ............ . do
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31:
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 3'3, north .•..•.. do
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38 ,
north ......•......••..••.•.•••••.... do
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
north .....•...•••••....•••••••.•.••. do
29, 30, :n, 32, 33 , 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
do
north ..•.••....••••••.•.••
29, 20, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
north .•.•••..••.•••.•..•..•••..•... . do
29, 30, 31, 32, 33; 34, 3.5, 36, 37, 38,
north ...•• , ....••....••.........••.. do
31, 32, 33, 3-!, 35, 36, 37, 38, north ...... do
32, 33, 34, 3a, 36, 37, 38, north ......... · do
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, north ......... do
"10, 11, 12, 13, north ................... do
*13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 1 north ........ do
•18, 19, 20 and 21, north ................ do
*21, 22, north .•.•••.•••••.•••..••.••.• do
*22, north .••.••...••.•.....•.......•.. do
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, north ..... do
1, 2, 31 4, 5, 6 1 7, S, 9, 10, north ........ do
11, 12, 13, 14, 15 1 16, 17, 18 and 19,
north ...•.....•...•.•..•••••........ do
11, 12, -13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, north .. do
11, 12, 13 1 14 1 15 1 16, 17, 18, north .•.•.. do
11, 12,13 1 14 1 15 1 16,north ........... .. do

1, east 2d meridian .. Indiana •••. ·

4

2 .••••. do, •• , • , ••... , •. do .•••• ,

11

3 .••••• do •••••••. , .... , .do ..•••.

11

4 .••••• do .•••••••• , ..•. do,.,,,

11

5 .•.• , .do .•••• , •••...•. do .• ,,,.

11

6 .••• ; .do, ••• , ••.•..••• do,, •• ,.

16

7 .••••• do ••••••..•..••. do.,.,,.

18

8 ••. ,. ,do ••••• , •••..• , .do .•.••.

1

9 ...... do .............. do ..... .

10

10 ..... ,do, ............. do .•••••

10

11 ...... do ..... , ........ do ......

10

12 .••••• do ••••••• , •..••. d
13 .••••• do ...••••••..••. do .•••••
14 .•.••• do ..••• , .•...... do .•••••
15 .••••• do •••••••••..... do ••.••.
11. ~· ••• do •••••••••..•.. do •••.•.
12 ...•.. do .•••••.....•.. do .•••..
13 ...•.• do, ••••••....... do .••.•.
14 ..•••• do •..•....• , ..•. do ..• , •.
15 .••..• do ...•••... . ..•. do .•.•.•
1 principal meridian. Michigan ...
2 ••.••• do •.•••••....••• do .•••••

10
8
1
1
4
6
4
2
1
J(j

10

9
9

13 ...... do .............. do .... ..
14 ...... do ............ , .do ... . ..
15 ...... do .............. do .... ..
16 .••••• do .............. do ..... .

8
6

Total number of plats.. . •••••.••..••••• • •.•••••.•..• , . . • • • .

223

*Old records corrected and completed.
SURVEYOR GENERAL's O FFICE,

Detroit, November 24; 1848.

7

LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

98

E.
Statement of field notes recorded since November 5, 1847.
,State,

Townships north.

Range.

Indiana ...... No.7 W •.•.•.•.•••••• 1, 2, 3, 4 ....•.••••••••.•••.•.•.•.• ~
2 E ............. .. 25, 2Q, 27, 28 .......•...••...•..•••
do ••••••
3 do .............. .. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 ....••••
do ••••••
9 do ••••.•••••••••• 35, 36, 37, 38 ....................... .
do ••••••
4 do ..••.••••••••.. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 ...••.•.• ~
do., ••••
5 do .•••.•••••••••• 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 2i, 28 ........ .
do .•••••
6 do ..•..••..•••••• 21, 22, 23, 24 ......•.•.....••...•••
do .•••••
6 do ••••••••.••••• , 25, 26, 27, 28 ......•••.•••.••.•••.. ~
do ••••••
7 .do ••••.•••••••••• 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27' 28 ......... 5
do ••••••
7 E .............. . 9, 10 ..•.••...........••...•.....•...
Michigan ....
1 do ••••...•• , ••.•••
do .•••••
..
2 do .•••..•.•••.• ,.
do., ••••
2 do .••••• ,,, .••••• 13: 14, 15, 16 , 17, 18, 19, 20 ....•...• ~
do .•••••
3 do., ••••••••••••. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 ..
do ••••••
4 do ••••.•..• ,.,,,, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 ......... ..
do ••••••
Boundary line between Michigan and
Wisconsin .......•.•.• ,., ..• , •••••
Boundary lines of Indian reserves and
State lines in Indiana .••••••••• , •••
Geological reports, &c •••••.•••.••••..

~f: ~~: .1~:. ~:·..1~~ ·1·~'. ~:: .~~:. ~~·. ~~ ~ ~

Pages.

316
144
933
508
206
834
936

47
285
52-k
4,261~

SURVEYOR GENERAUS OFFICE,

Detroit, Novembe1· 24,

184.8~

LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.

F.
List of township plats transmitted to Registers of district offices since the 5th of November, 1847, the date of the
last annual report.

~~~t~f

Range.

Townships north.

I
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 47 ..................... .
41, 42, 43, 44 ..•••.••.••••••.....•••••••.••••••••
41, 42, 43, 44 ..•..•.••.••.••••
40, 41, 42 and 43 ••••••••••••••.•.••...•••.•••• • •
40, 41, 42, 43 ................................... .
42, 43 and 44 ••••••••••••• , •••.•.••••.•••.•••..••
42, 43, 44 ...•••.••••••.•..•.•••..•••••••••.••.•.
42, 43, 44 •.••...•••••.•.•••••.......
37, 38 and 39 .••....•...•.•.••.....••.•••••••.••••
37, 38 and 41 ••••••••••.••••••...•••••••••.••...
41 •.••..•••• . ••
34, 35 and 41 .•.•• , ••• , •....•••••..•••••.•••••••.
31., 32 and 41 .•....•...•.•••••.•.•.•••••••••••••.
30, 31, 32anJ4I ••••••.•••••.•••..•••••••••••••••
41 ....••..•.....•••.•...••.•••.••••••••.•••••••.
.(4, 46, 47 and 48 ..•...•••.••••..•• , ••..••.•.•.•.
44, 45, 46, 47 ancl48 .•.•••••••.•...•••••••.••••••
44, 45, 46, 47 and 48 ............................ .
38 and 39 ...•...••••••.••..••. , •••••••••••.•.•• ,
37, 38,39 ancl41 •.•• , ••....•• , ••••••• •·· ••••...
46 and 47 ....•..••.•••••••.• , ••••..•••.•.•.••••.
46, 47, 48, 49 and 50 ..•....•••.•.••.•••••....•.•.
51, 52, 58 and 59, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
51: 52, 58 and 59 .••••....•••.•••••••••••••••••.•
46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51 and 58 ••.••.•••••.••..•••.•.
51, 52, 53, 57, 58 and 59 ......................... .
51, 52, 53, b6, 57, 58 and 59 ................... ."..
51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57 and 58 , •• , •••••••. , •••••
0

•• 0

..... 0 ..... 0

0

00 • • 0

••••••••••••••••

0

•••

•••••••••••

•••••••••••

1 w ................. .
2 do ••••••••••••••••••
3 do ..•••••••••••••••.
4 do ••••.••••••.•..••••
IS do ••••••••••••••••••
6 de .•.•••••••••••••••
7 do •••••.••••••••••••
8 do ..••••••••••••••••
10 do ••••..••••••••••••
11 do .•••••••••••••••••
12 io ........ .•........
13 do •••••••••.••••••••
14 do, •••••••••••••••••
15 do ••••.••.•••....•••
16 do ................ ..
18 do •••..••.••••••••••
19 do, ................. .
20 do •.••.•••••••••••••
22 do ••••••••••••••••••
23 do ••••••••••••••••••
24 do ••••••••••••••••••
25 do ••••••••••••••••••
27 do .•••••••.•••••••••
28 do ••••••••••••••.•••
26 do ••••••••••••••••••
29 do ••••••••••••••••••
30 do •••••••••
00.0. 0

0

0.

il do ................. .

sent.
7
4
4
4
4

3
3
3

3
3
1
3

3
4
1
4

5
5
2
4

2
5
4
4

7
6
7
8

Where sent.

When sent.

"

1-----------Register's office at Sault Ste. Marie........ May 9, 1848.
. .••••••••••••••.• do ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• do
.•••••••..•..••••• do ..••••••••••••••••••...••••• do
. •••••••••..•••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
..••••••••••..•••• do ••••••.••.••••••••••...••••• do
. ••.••••..•••••••• do •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• do
.••••••••••••••••• do .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
•••••••••.•.••..•. do •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• do
. ••••••••••••••••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.• do
, , • , •••••••••••••• do .••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• do
. ••••••••••••••••• do .•••••••••••..•••••••••••••• do
• .•••••••••••••••• do . ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
. •••••.••••••••••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• do
. • ,, , , ••••••••••.• do •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• do
• ••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
• ••••••••••••••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••.••••• do
• ••••••••••••••••• do .••••••••••••••.••••••.••••• do
•••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••••••••• "' •••••••••• do
• ................. do ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• do
• ••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••••••• ,, ••••••••••• do
. ••••••••••••••••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••••• . •• do
. ••••••••••••••••• do ..••••••••••••••••••••.•••• ,do
• ••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
. ••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• d9
. ••••••.•••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••.••••• ,do
• ••••••••••••••••• do ••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••• do
• ••••••••••• , •••• ,do ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• • io
, •••••••••••••••• ,do ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,do
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F-Continued.
Townships north.

Range.

51, 52. 53, 54, 55, 56 and 58 •••••.•• , ••• • · •.•••••
51, 53, 54, 55, 56 and 57.........................
53, 54, 55, 56 and 65, .•• ,....... .. • • • • . • .. • . • • • • • •
52, b3, 54, 55 and 56,., .................... , •.•••
52, 53, 54 and 55 ................................
51, 52, 53 and 54 .. ,,,., ••• ,.....................
51, 52 and 53 .•• ,.,,, .. , •. ,.,....................
51, 52 and 53.,,., ••..• ,,, ••..•••.•..•...•.••....
51 and 52 ..•• , ••..•• ,, •....•.••..•.•••••••.•..• ;
51 •.••••.•.•••..•...•...•..••••••.•..••.••••••••
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 and 48..................
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 and 48..................
41, 42, 43, 44 and 45,.... ... • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • . • • • • •
41, 42 and 43,., •••••••••••••••..••••••.• •.. •• • . •
41, 42 and 43., ••••• ,., .••••..••••....••••••• , , .
41, 42 and 43., .•••..• ,,, ... ,,, •••...•.•••••••• ,,
41, 42 and 43 .•• , •..•••. , .•.....••.•..••••.•••• , .
41,-42 ..••••••••••.• ·•• .••..•.•••.••.••••...•••••

32 W ................. .
33 do .••••.•••..•••••••
34 do,.~ ....... ....... ..
35 do .••••.•.•.••• , ••••
36 do ......-.. .. ....... ..
37 do ••.• . •.••••••• , .••
38 &o ••••••••••••••••••
39 do.,, •..•••.....••..•
40 do .•.••• ~ .••••.•••••
41, 42, 43,44
1 E .................. ,
2 do ................. .
3 do •••••...•••••..••.
4 do .•••••••••••..••••
5 do, •• , ••.•.•••.•••••
6 do., ••••.••.••••••••
7 do •. , •••••••••.••...
8 d• ..•.•...•••••...•.
18 w ................. .
21 do .. , •• ,. ·... , ·; .... ..
22 do ....••••••...••••.
23 do •....••••..••••••.
32 do, .•••.•••...•.••••
33 do., .••••...•••••••.
34 do., .• , •. , •••.•••...
35 do ••• , •.••...•••..••
36 do, • .•••...•.•••.•••
37 do., •.•.••..•.••. ,.,
38 do ..•.•.••..•••... ,,
40 do .. , ••.•••.•••• ·.••.
41 do .• , •• , ..•••.•. ,,,.
20 do,.,.,,., •••• ,.,.,,

45 ••.•••..•.••••..••.•.••••.••.....••.•..•••••..
41 and 42 .•• , •• ,,,, ••• , •.• ,, ....................
40 and 41 •... ,, •.•• , •.•• , ..••.•...••....••......
40 .•••• , •••• , .••• • •• , •.•. s .••..•••.•••...•...••.
67 •.•••.•••••• , ••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••..•..
66 and 67 ••••• , ••••••••••••••.•••• , •••••••••••••
66 and 67 ••.•..••.•..••.•••••.••••••.•.•.•.•• ,·..
65 and 66 ..•.••.•..••••••.•. , •.•...•. , ••• , ...• ,.
63, 64 and 65 .....••.••••.•.•...•....•.•.•...• , ..
63 .........•......•••••••..•......••••.••.•••••.
50 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
50, ••••••••••••• •• ••••••..••••.•....••••..••.• ,.
49 ••••••• ,.,,, ............ , •• , •••• , ••••••• • ••• , •

41 artd 42,,.,,., •• ,, • • • ,,,,,,,,,.,,., •••• , •••• ,.

w....... .

No. of
plats
sent.

i
6
5
5
4
4

3
3

2
4
8
8

5
3
3
3
3
2
I
2
2
I

1
2
2
2
3
1
I
1
I

2

.

J.-ool

0

o.

-\.

Where sent.

When sent.

Register's office at Sault Ste. Marie........ May 9, 1848.
, •.••••••••••••••. do ..•••.•••.••••••••••••.••••• do
.••• , •••.•.•.••••• do .••••••.•••••••.••.•...••••• do
, •.. , ,, • , ••••••••. do •• , ••••••••• , ••••••••.•••••• do
, •••••• , , ••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• do
• , , , , • , ••• , , •••••• do, .•• ,,, ••• ,, ••.••••••••••••• do
••••••• , • , • , , , , ••• do •.••...••••••••• ,., ••••• ·•••• do
• , , , •••.. , , •• , , ••• do •. , ••.••••••••••••••••.••••• do
.• , , • , , . , , , ... , .•• do .••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• do
•• , , , ••••••••••••• do ..••••••••••••••••••••.••••• do
•• , •••••••• , , ••••• do .••• , ..•••.••••• ,.,., •••.••• do
••••••••••• , ••••• d.o ••••• , ••• ,, ,, ••••••••••••••• do
... , ..•... , , ••••• ,do ••••••• ,, •.•• ,., •••• ,, •• , , , .do
•..• , • , , , .• , , ••. , .do •..•••••••• ,,.,,,, •..•.•. , , .do
.•.•••..•.•.• , ••• ,do., •• ,, •••• ,,, ••• , •••• , •••••• do
..••••••.••..•.. , .do ..•• , ••••.•.•..• ,,.,,, .••••• do
.••••••..••••••.• ,do ..••••••••••••.. , •••• , , ...•• do
.••..•..••...••• ,'.do ...•••••••••••.• , •• , ....•.•• do
....•.•••.•••••••. dQ, •••••••••••••••• ,.... July I9, 1848.
••••••••.••..•.. , .do .• , •. ,.,, •• , .. , ••• , •••. , •• , .do
..•.•..••••••.•••• do .•••• ,, •.•.• ,.,.,, •••..• , ••• do
. , .. , .. , ... , , , , , , .da.,.,,.,.,., ••• ,,,.,.,, .••. , .do
•••••• , , . , .• , ••••• do,, •• , ·••.• ,, •••• ,,,., .•• , .••• do
.••••• , ••. , • , . , • , .do.,.,,,, ..••• , ..• ,,,, •.•••••. do
••••••...••••• , •.. do.,., •......•. , .•••. , •..••••• do
••••.• , , . , , •.•.• , ,do,,,.,,,, .. ,, ...•.••• ,, .•.•• do
..•..... , , .. , , • , .• do .. ,., ••• ,., ..•• , ••• ,,. , , , • , .do
•••••.•••••••• , • , .do ..• , .••• , ••••••.•.......•.••• do
.......... , , , ..... do ...•. ,,,.,,, ••.• , •.. , •..• , , .do
..••••.••••.•. , ••. do •.•.•. ,,,,,, ••••• , •• , ••••••• do
......... , . , ... , , ,do •..•••.••.•. ,.,, ••• , ••.•.... do
•••••••••••• , , , •. ,do, ••• ,,.,,., •• ,,.,,.,,, Sept. 4: 1848.
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21 and 22 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •.........
2land"22 .•••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••
21 and 2l •.••••.•• ,.............................
21 and 22 .••••••• ,..............................
21 and 22 •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•..•••••

2

13 do ••••••••••••• ,., ••
14do •..•. ~ ••••••••••••
15 do ............ , ••••.
16 do •• , •••••••••••••••
17 do ••••••••••••••••••

2
2
2
2

Total number of plats "sent ••••• •I• ••••• , •••••••••••••••••

223

Register at Ionia •••••• ,.,.,., ••• , •••••••••.••••• do
• ••••••••• do •.•••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• do
•••••••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••..••••• do
.••••••••• do .•••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••• ,do
.••••••••• do ••• , ••••• ,., ••••••••••••••• ,, ••••••• do

SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Detroit, November 24, 1848.

LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.
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United States in account current with Lucius Lyon, Surveyor General northwest of tlte f>hio.
DR.

SALARY ACCOUNT.

1847
18·18
1848
1848

$2,050
2,083
2,146
2,340

37
39
55
7411 Dec . 16, 1847
Mar. 30, 1848

J nne 21, 1848
Sept. 26, 1848

8,621 05

Sept. 30, 1848.

===

Balance due surveyor general on the above
account .•••••••.•••••.•••.••.•••..••••• I

SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

.

Receipts .

.Disbursements.
Paid salaries of surveyor general and clerks, 4th quarter
Do .•••••••.• do .•••• ~ ..•• do •. , ••••• 1st quarter
Do ..•••••••• do ••• ,, ••••• do ....•••• 2tl quarter
Do •••• , •• ,, .do,,,,., •• ;.do •••••••• 3d quarter

CR .

.Detroit: November 24, 1848.

By balance in hands of the surveyor general,
bronght forward from tho third quarter of
1847...................................
By treasury draft No. 8171, on treasury warrant No. 1671, for.......................
By treasury draft No. 9007, on treasury warrant No. 2651 • . . • • • . . . . . . . • . • • . . • . . . • . •
By treasury draft No. 9797, on treasury warrant No. 3895 .. ...•...•..••••• ,.........
By treasury draft No. 803, on treasury warrant No. 5305..........................
AmounL to balance..............

$55 31
2,075 00
2,075 00
2,075 00
2,325 00
15 74
$8,621 05

====

15 74

LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.

~
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~

~

0
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~
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H.

General statement of 'receipts a·n d d~isbttrsements by the Surveyor Gene'r al of the States of Ohio, l7:tdiana, and
Micltigan, for the year e'n .ding 30th September, 1848.
DR.

ON ACCOUNT OF SURVEYS.

CR.

Receipts.

Disbursements.
Cash expended 4th quarter 1847 ..••••••••.•....•.••....•.••
Do ..• ,. 1st quarter 1848 .•••• , ••.••.••.•••.••.•.••.•
Do. • . • • 2d quarter 1848 ..••.••.•...•.••.......•.••.
Do .•••. 3d quarter 1848 ••••••••••.•.....•..•.•.••••
Amount to balance •••••••••••.•.••••••••..•...

$981
169
429
148
79

11
50
52
46
88

Balance of account of third quarter of 18~7,
brought forward ...•...... , ....... .• .... ,
Feb. 8, 1848 By treasury draft No. 5809, on treasury war.
rant No. 2035 ....••.....••....•......•.
July 26, 1848 By treasury draft N(}. 158, on treasury warrant No. 4387 ..•.•.•.•••.•.......•....
Sept. 1, 1848 By cash received for plat of ·private claims at
Mackinaw ......•.•..••.........•••....
.••••• do, •••• , By cash of George W. Jones, surveyor general, for blank township plats •....•...•••
Sept. 26, 1848 By treasury draft No. 800, on treasury warrant No. b3Q3, •••••••••• ,:, ••••••••••••

1,808 47

===
S~pt. 30, 1848

SuRVEYOR GENERAL's 0FFICE 1

I

United StatesBy this balance in hands of ~urveyor general

$957 66
435 00
107 14.

5 00

~
~

~

78 67

0
~

225 00

z

- 1,808
-47
====

0

1-'

~

79 88

Detroit, November 24, 1848.
LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor Geneml.
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Ex. Doc. No. 12.
I.

Estimate of approp'riations required for the payment of tl~e salaries
of the Surveyor General of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, and the
clerks in his office, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18500
For compensation of surveyor general, per lOth section of the act of May 18, 1796.
Compensation of clerks, per 1st section of the act of May 9, 1836 ..• o. o o o o . o o o o o o

$2,000
6,300
8,300

SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Detroit, November 24, 1848o
LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.

JL
Estimate of appropriations required for surveying the public lands,
and for incidental expenses, in the district composed of the States
of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, for the year ending on the 30th
of June, 1850.
For subdividing into sections, twenty· three townships in the southern peninsula of
Michigan, averaging (say). 70 miles each-making 1,610 miles, at $4 per mile ..
For subdividing into sections, forty townships in the northern peninsula of Michigan~ averaging (say) 70 miles each-mak ing 2,800 miles, at a rate not e~ceeding $6 per mile • • . • . • • . • • • . • • • • • • • .•.•.•.•.•.•••••.•••.•.•...•....•••..•
For the correction e£ erroneous and defective su-rveys in southern Michigan, at a'
rate not exceeding $6 per mile .•...•••.••..••.•.•••......••••••..•...•.....
For stationery, binding, printing, and postage ...•••.•.•...••..•••••........•••
For office rent and fuel .•..• , .••••.• o o . o • • o o o o • • • • • • • o o. o o o o o • • • • • • • • • • • • • o o
For wages of laborer to make fires, take care of office, &c. o . o o o • • • o . o. o • • • o o o .

$6,440
16 ,800
10,000
350
400
120

34,110
SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Detroit, November 24 , 1848.

' LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.

Ex. Doc. No. 12.
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M.
Estimate of tl~e amount and cost of surveys, and office wo'rk yet to _
be done, irt Indiflna and .Michigan, preparatory to abolishing the
office of surveyor general at Detroit.

c

~
s=

~

s
c......i>

oo.

:-:.a
s
::l

Description of work to be done.

300

To be subdivided, averaging (say) 65 miles each, at $5 per
mile ..•.•••...•••••••••.••...•....••...•••••••.•••••
To be resurveyed, averaging (say) 65 miles each, at $6 per
mile .......••••.••.•
Original-Commissioner's and Register's plats to be made ...
Plats to be recorded ..•.•••...•••..•. , ..•••..••••••.•• , ••
Field notes to be recorded, at 1 cents per 100 words .•••..•.
Transcripts ....•.•••.•.•••••••••• , ...• , •.••••••••••••••.
Descnptive notes ....•.....•..• , •.• , • , •.•••..•...••••••• ~
For s•pplying deficiencies in records, revising, inuexing, and
prepanng same for binJer ............•••...••....•.•••
For salary for surveyor general, say 4 years: at $2.000 .•.•.
For incidental expenses of office, say 4 years, at $870. , •••••

s..

.e.

CD..J::
O.rn

J5"'

....,

z

0
o·

50
400
1,386
690
560
480

Amount.

rn

...............................

$325 00
00
00
50
00
00
3 00

$97,500

390
14
3
9
9

19 ,500
5,600
4,851
6,210
5,040
1,440

..........
..........
..........

1,500
8,000
3 ,480
153 ,121

'-

NoTE.-The above estimate of the expense of records, transcripts, and descriptive notes,
ncludes those for the 50 townships of resurveys.
i
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Detroit, November 24, 1848.
LUCIUS LYON, Surveyor General.
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENER AL OF WISCONSIN AND
IOWA.

SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OF F ICE,

Dubuque, October 18, 1848.
At t~e date of my last-annual report, all surveys out of the
appropriation for 1846, except one district upon Menomonie river,
in Wisconsin, and the re-survey of five townships in Iowa, the fiel d
work of both of which was then nearly completed, had been fully
and finally disposed of. On the 7th of December last, the closing
returns out of this appropriation were transmitted to your offi c e.
At the same date there had been put under contract, out of the
appropriation of 3d of March, 1847, twenty-four contracts of subdividing, equal to eight thousand seven hundred and fifty-four
miles, under the three dollars per mile maximum, and eleven contracts, embracing two hundred and seventy-seven miles of standard
lines, eleven hundred and seventy-nine miles of township lines, and
two thousand four hundred and ninety-two miles of sub-dividing
in the mineral region · 0f Wisconsin, under the maximum of four
dollars and fifty cents per mile. There was subsequ_ently contracted for, out of the same appropriation, three districts, equal to
thirteen hundred and forty-one miles, under the three dollars maximum, and two districts of sub-dividing, equal to six hundred and
seventy miles, under the maximum of four dollars and fifty cen t s,
making an aggregate, under the three dollars maximum, of tPn
thousaqd and ninety-five miles of sub-dividing, seveR thousand
eight hundred and sixty-six in Iowa and two thousand two hundred
and twenty-nine in Wisco nsin; and, under the four dolla rs and
fifty cents maximum, of two hundred and seventy-seven miles of
standard lines, eleven hundred and seventy-nine miles of township
lines, and three thousand one hundred and sixty-two miles of s ubdividing; the closing returns of which I had the honor to report to
yonr office on the 9th of August last.
The progre~s of the above surveys, in the so called mineral portion of Wisconsin, encountered unexpected and embarrassing delay
from the peculiarly difficult and almost impassable character of the
country. In most instances the surveying parties were for.ce d to
carry upon their backs all their provisions and camp equipage, not
only over their entire work, but also over the country intervening
the same, and the nearest depot accessible either by means of a
pack-horse or canoe. The country here alluded to lies north of
the third correction line, and west of the fourth principal meridian.
The surface generally is an alternation from small lakes and ponds to
cranberry marshes and tamarack swamps. Along the streams, however, there is almost invariably a narrow border of drift, eleva ted
above the general level of the country and timbered by whi~e or
SIR:
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yellow pine. The same region is characterized by up 1 ifts of trap
rock, extremely precipitous and difficult of passage, and in the vicinity of which the agency of the "needle" is entirely lost by the
sudden and extreme changes of magnetic attraction. Had the
country been as well known before as after the return of these sur'V'eys, the time actually oecupied in the ir execution would have
been considered the shortest in which they could possibly have
been performed. U nfortuu.ately, however, the time in which the
several deputies contracted to execute ·this work became the basi~
for determining the time for opening the land office in the Chippewa district, and the extension of contract time which necessarily
ensued, operated in delay which was wholly unavoidable on the
part either of this office or the deputies engaged.
Agreecbly to your instructions of the 28th of June last, received
on the 12th of the following July, I immediately contracted for
surveys of the following denomination and locality, to the amount
of thirty thousand dollars.
The fourth correction parallel from the fourth principal meridian
to the Mississippi river, the establishment of which was indispensable to the survey of the copper lands on the south shore of Lake
Superior, and of the country actually embracing the greater and
better portion of the St. Croix river pinery.
Two districts of township lines, coyering the whole country not
heretofore run into townships, situated west of the fourth principal
meridian, and bet"" een the second and third correction lines, in Wisconsin. Embraced by this district, are two tracts, one upon Rush
river, and the other adjacent to the falls of Chippewa river, and ·
its main tributaries, which had been made the subject of recommendation for immediate survey by the geological corps, United
States, for Wisconsin; to accomplish which, without endangering
the regularity and harmony of the surveys, it became necessary to
survey into townships the entire country situated as aforesaid.
The subdivision of forty townships situated in the mineral region
of Wisconsin, upon Black and St. Croix rivers, all of which were
assigned at the iro.stance of the said corps, and the majority of
which are known to embrace a large amount of valuable pine
timber.
.
Two districts of township lines, comprising the eastern half of
the neutral ground, a district in the northern portion of the State
of Iowa, ceded to the United States by treaty with the .Winnebago
Indians, dated October 13, 1846; also the sub-division into sections,
conformably to your communication of the 7th of July last, of the
township embracing the Turkey river sub-agency improvements,
the survey of which has already been returned, and the plat ther~of
transmitted· to you.
Two districts of township lines in the Pottawatomie purchase,
Iowa, so disposed as to determine the character of that entire purchase, the present amount of settlement thereon, and its inducements and adaptation to settlement.
In my instructions, accompanying the respective c-ontracts above
named, the several deputies were required to make advance returns,

t
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in vl'ner that the office work might go on interruptedly forward.
These instructions have already been complied with in some instances, and would have been in all, had not the surveys in eYery
quarter been arrested by most unusual floods, caused by six weeks
of nearly incessant rain.
Agreeably to your instructio·ns of September 1st, 18!8, which I
had the honor to receive on the 25th of the same month, I was advised that, in addition to the thirty thousand dollars placed at my
disposal on the 28th of June last, ten thousand dollars more had
been apportioned to my district. This amount, I regret to say, is
inadequate to the actual and pressing exigencies of the sen-ice,
and is ten thousand dollars less than I had thought myself at liberty
to expect. The vast interest which the government has involved
alone in the immediate survey of the Wisconsin lands, which are
timbered by pine, as set forth in my last annual report, and based
upon correct data-the fact that those lands are yearly depreciating
in value to an amount equal to the whole cest of surveying themha.d induced me to expect a very liberal appropriation. And I beg
leave here to reiterate the fact, important in every point of view,
that these lands are possessed of an unproductive and uncultivable
soil, ~nd that, stripped of the valuable pine timber growing upon
them-sufficient in its original state to insure the sale of not less
than five millions of acres-they will be unsaleable at any price.
My last report also urged the just claims of the so called neutral
ground to immediate survey. The description of this country, then
given, is fully sustained by the reports of the deputies upon township lines. There is already a settlement in nearly every township
of that district, though it has only been three months open to settlement. The deficiency in the supposed amount of my apportionment, has operated principally to diminish the amount of surveying had in contemplation for this part of my district, and, in connexion with the urgent necessity for a prompt survey of the "pine
lands" of Wisconsin, forms a very strong argument in favor of a
larger apportionment for the next fiscal year.
A moiety of my whole apportionment having been assigned t_Q
Wisconsin, prior to the reception of your instructions last above
named, I determined to apply the balance, with the 1-'ingle exception
of the sub-division of five townships upon Rush river, in Wisconsin, to the sub-division of the mineral and agricultural lands of the
"neutral ground." Advance returns of townshi.p lines, now progressing in this district, have enabled me to commence the sub-di- 1
vision of the same, which will be carried steadily and rapidly forward, as far as the means placed at my disposal will permit.
.Out of the respective appropriations of 3d of !VI arch, 1847, and
12th of August, 184:8, no surveys have been put under contract east
of the fourth principal meridian in Wisconsin, because of the uncertainty respecting the western boundary of the lands owned and
occupied by the Menomonie Indians; nor can there be with any degree of propriety, in the part de man ding earliest survey, _u ntil that
houndary is determined, or until the Menomonie title is extinguished. A strong argument in favor of an early treaty of cession with these
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Indians, is the fact, that the large and numerous lumbering estab.
lishments upon the Wisconsin river, erected upon lands ceded to
the United States by treaty of September 3, 184:8, are almost
wholly supplied from unce·ded land; a fact that will not operate in
. the smallest degree to diminish their value in the eyes of their present occupants; but which will, eventually, be the means of defeat.
ing the 8ale and settlement of a large ~istrict, originally of great
value.
The several -deputies upon township lines have been required to
submit a rep0rt upon the particular character of each district, setting forth the progress and amount of settlement, as well as the inducements thereto, within each township. These reports are designed to supercede the necessity of discretionary contracts of subdividing, by poss ssing this office of information upon which an
~nhesitating decision can be made as to the townships which should
be immediately sub-divided. A similar report has been required of
the deputies upon township lines in Wisconsin; although by the
terms of your instructions, of April 22, 1848, (still in force,) the
recommendations of the geological corps, United States, for that
State, are to be, and have been, reg<1;rded as tantamount to information rec t:: ived through other sources.
The amount apportioned to this office out of the appropriation
for compensation of clerks to be apportioned, &c., is quite suffiGient,
it is believed, to co nplete the recording and transcribing of field
notes and descriptive lists, and, with what leisure the regular clerks
may have frorn the current duties of the office, to make considerable progress in the recording of township plats. It gives me great
~leasure to be able to contemplate the completion of delayed work
in this office, wh\ch, under insufficient provision for clerk hire, necessarily increased through the first seven years of its existence,
and eventually embarras;ed all its transactions.
The records of field notes ~nd descriptive lists, as far as com·
pleted, have recently been thoroughly arranged, and are now being
permanently bound in vqlumes of suitable size for reference.
·
I have been unable to communicate with Dr. Owen, geologist,
United States, for Wiscon sin, upon the subject of the locality of
the sur veys to be executed next season, but presume his recommendations of last year, which can only be partially executed out
of the appropriation for this, and which were the result of a most
thorough and untiring reconnaissance, will, in no probability, bemateriaUy changed or added to by his present examinations. Any
communication, however, which he may hereafter be pleased to
make upon this subject, will receive prompt attention, and be car·
ried into effect as .on as practicable.
'
The survey of to, nship lines upon Chippewa, l\~Ienomonie, L'Eau
Galle and Rush rivers, will afford specific information respecting
the most eligible points for survey in the vicinity of those streams;
while the survey of the fourth correction line, in connexion with
data now had upon that subject, will determine with great certainty
the position of the St. Croix river "pinery." This information,
upon which the most perfect reliance can be placed, will enable
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the surveys of next season to effect with certainty the objects had
in view by the surveys of the past and present season, and render
them the means of bringing into market a highly valuable class of
lands.
The localities in the State of Iowa, except the remainder of the
"neutral ground," which should be surveyed at the earliest day
possible, cannot be safely designated until after the full return of
the township lines now under progress.
The transactions of my office during the past yea.r, that can be
summarily .stated, are mainly the following:
1. The field notes. of the survey of eighteen hundred and sixty
miles of township lines, and of the subdivision of one hundred and
eighty· six townships and fractional townships, equivalent to eleven
thousand four · hundred and four miles have been received, and, after a thorough and critical examination, approved.
2. The field notes of the traverse of eleven hundred and fortynine miles of lakes and rivers, generally of the most involved and
intricate character, have been platted, the area of the adjoining
fractional lots calcalated, and the traverse itself entered upon the
original and copied upon the commissioner's plat. .
3. One hundred and eighty-six township plats, upon a scale of
two inches to a mile, have been constr.ucted from field notes, computed and colored; two copies of each of which have been made,
one for the General Land Office, and another for the proper district land office, making an aggregate of five hundred and fiftyeight plats of this des~ription.
4. One hundred and seventy-faur diagrams have been prepared
to accompany my instructions to deputies, and field notes, amounting to mo• e than six hundred thousand words, transcribed for the
same purpose.
5. Twenty-two triplicate contracts have been executed; one of
each of which has been transmitted to your office, accom parried by
a copy of my special instructions to the respective deputies, and a
diagram of each district.
.
6. There has been made one hundred and sixty-four index dia- ·
grams, to preface the records and transcripts of original field notes.
7. Lists descriptive of all the corners in ninety-one townships
have been prepared, and copies thereof transmitted to the proper
district land offices; making, in all, one hundred and eighty-two
lists.
8. The original field notes of eighty-three townships have been
recorded, thoroughly examined, and placed on file in this office.
9. Transcripts, for preservation at the seat of government, of the
original field notes of eighty- one townships have been made, examined, and transmitted to you.
10. Within the year there has been furnished Dr. D. D. Owen,
geologist, United States, for Wisconsin, exclusive of a connected
township diagram of the surveys in that State, sixty township plats,
upon a scale of one mile to the inch, accurately descriptive of the
topography, as indicated upon the township plats returned to your
office, and colored in the same manner. For the same purpose th~
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respective deputies upon surveys in the mineral region of Wisconsin were furnished with blank diagrams, to be filled up as fast as
their surveys progressed, and delivered to any me~ber of the ge.ological corps whenever requested. It has been the constant aim of
this office to facilitate, by every means in its power, the important
examinations of Dr. Owen; to accomplish which no exertion has
been spared, and all information important to him, whether requested oi: not, has been fully and promptly communicated.
11. The correpondence of the office has increased until it now
forms the most considerable branch of its current duties, and, although every species of business is carried forward with the utmost
dispatch consistent with accuracy, "office hours" continuing through
the entire day and eyen night, when the business is urgent; its correspondence, particular Iy, is never postponed, even for a single
mail.
The following papers accompany and form a portion of this
report:
A. Triplicate map of Wisconsin, accurately descriptive of the
prominent topography in that State, a11d forming a complete history
and comprehensive view of the condition of the surveys, both in
the field and office, up to this date.
B. Triplicate map of Iowa, embracing data pertaining to the
surveys therein, of the same character . and to the same extent~ as
stated upon the map of Wisconsin.
C. Tabular history of those surveys out of the appropriation of
lOth of August, 1846, that were not closed at the date of my last
annual report.
D. Complete tabular history of all the surveys out of the appropriation of 3d of 1\'Iarch, 1847.
E. Tabular statement of the surveys already contracted for out
of the appropriation of 12th of August, 1848 . .
F. Presents a summary of my salary and disbursements accounts
current, for the fourth quarter of 1847, and for the first, second,,
and third quarters of 1848.
G . Estimate for appropriations for the fiscal year ending June,

30, 1850.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
G EO. W. JONES,
Su1·veyor General.
Hon. RrcHARD M. Yo u Nq ,
C mission er of t he General Land Office,
Wasltington city, D. C.
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Statement of that portion of the su-rveys contracted for out of the appropriation of .flugust 10, 1846, that were
not closed at the date of my last annual report.
00 s.:..
s::
A .b Q)~
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Date of contract.

Style of work.

N arne of 9ontractor. State or Territory.

.

Field notes returned.
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cj
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Dec. 8, 1846
May 14, 1847

Township lines and subuivi'>ion .. A. G. Ellis ......... Wisconsin ...••••• Aug. 25, 1847
Resurvey of Vandever's work .. George Wilson ..•••. Iowa •.••.•••..•. 0~. 25, 1847

SURVEYOR GEN~RAL 1 s OFFICE,

Dubuque, October 18, 1848.

Total number
of miles.
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7, 1847
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$2,321 40
1,012 96
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GEO. W. JONES, Surveyor General.
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Statement of surveys contracted for out of t!~e appropriati on of 3d of March, 1847.
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Date of contract.

Style of work.
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N arne of contractor.

.

State or territory.
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F ield notes re·
turned.
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1847

May

.
June

August

.8'"CS

5"5

~~

0.."'0;

o·- s..
c:.>i:::c!2";

l
I

~

0

i:i
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<!

21 Sub.division ..•••••• : ••• M.G. Karrick ........ Iowa .•...•.......... July 8, 1847 July 26, 1847
. 21 •• • •.• do •••••• • •••••••. John Ball •..•..•••.•. .. do .• • ••• • ••••••..•••
11, 1847 Aug. 3 1847
20 'Town lines •••••••••••• Jame~ E. Freeman •••. Wisconsin ••••••.••••. Oct. 24, 1847 Oct. 29,1 1847
22 ••••.. do ................ James M. Marsh ..•••• . . .. do .••••••••••••••• Nov. 1, 1847 Nov. 6, 1847
22 Base lines .•••••••••••• H. A. Wiltse ..••••••. .. .. do ............... , Aug. 20, 1847 Aug. 24, 1847
27 Sub. division ............ M. M. Hayden ........ Iowa. ................. July 15, 1847 _ Au~. 6, 1847
.29 .•.••• do •.••.••..•••••• Joseph Green .•••••.•. . . do.................. Aug. 12, 1847
30, 1847
31 .••••• do, •••••••.•.•••. H. Waldo .••••••••... .. do..................
8,1847
17,1847
31 •••••• do ••••••.•••••••. Thomas Hurley .•••••• .. do..................
8, 1847
24, 1847
1 .••••• do •••..•..•••••.•• Jesse Williams ....... .. do .................. Dec. 30, 1847 Feb. 23, 1848
3 •••••• do ••••.•••••••.•• Lewis A. Thomas ..... .. do .................. Aug. 10, 1847 Sept. 17, 1847
3 •••••• do, •••••••••••••. John Parker .••••••••. .. do..................
8, 18!7
13, 1847
1.2 ••••• ,do ••••••••••••••. John D. Evans ••.••••• . . do .................. Dec. 10, 1847 Jan. 29, l8t8
14 .••••• do ••••••••••••••. Joseph Moorehead •.•. . • do.................. Oct. 12, 1847 Dec. 10, 1847
14 •••••• do .•••••••••••••• Noah Phelps ..•••.•.•. Wisconsin ............ June 25, 1848 July 31, 1848
15 •••••. do .•••••••••••••. A. McMichael. ••.•••. Iowa ................. Dec. 17, 1847 Feb. 10, 1848
16 •••••• do •.••• . ••••••••• J.D. Turner .•..••••. Wisconsin............ Feb. 10, 1848 June 23, 1848
16 •••••. do., ••••.••••••••• John W. Webber ...... Iowa.................
10, 1848 Feb. 25, 1848
.22 •••••. do ••••••••••••••• Cyrus Woodworth .•.•. Wiscon~in............
.28, 1848 June 7, 1848
28 •••••• do •.•.••••.•••••• ·Samuel.J a cobs •••.•••. Iowa................. Oct. 12, 1847 Dec. 9, 1847
5 Re·survey ••••••••••••• S. S. Carpenter ••••••• .. do .................. Nov. 22, 1847
15, 1847
15 Sub.division ••••••••••• D. A. Spaulding ...... Wisconsin............ April 10, 1848 May 8, 1848
15 •••••• do •.••••••••••••• ••••.• do •••••••••••••• • • .. do.......... • • • • • July
I, 1848 Aug. .2, 1848
19 •••••• do ••••.•••••••••• S. W. Durham •••••••. Iowa................. Dec. 10, 1847 Feb. 18 1848
1
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359
357
:141
621
276
299
357
358
362
417
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360
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145
489
455

31
42
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01
52
41
00
14

19
47
56
39
23
11
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16
02
12
49
13
58
29
99
92
59
75

0
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55
08
11
12
01
75
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03
53

77
22

74
34
75
30
59
19

$1,024
1,018
2,050
3,729
2,204
853
1,020
1,020
1,033
1 ,1i9
860
1,015
1,027
1,133
987
1,023
1,127
1,028
1,094
1,065
699
400
1 ,347
1,297
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01
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Names of contractor.
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L
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State or territory.

..

. ..

Sub-division .... , ••••••. William Bonnefield ...•
Town lines •••.••••••.. · J. E. Witcher ..•.....
Sub-division •.••••.••.•. John Dunn .•.•..••••.
.••••• do , •••••..••••••• A. L. Gregoir ..•...•.
. ••••• do •••.•.•.•••••. M. O'Brien ...........
.••••• do ...••.•••.•.••. J. N. Higbee .........
.••.•• do .••.••••••••••• Henrv Maddin .•...•..
. • • • • • do ..•...•.•.•.••. J.P.-Cathcart ...•....
.•.••. do ..•••.•••.••••• A. J. Hewett .........
.••••• do ..••.•..••.•••• J. J. Selman ..•...•...
. ••••• do .•.•.•.•••••••• H. B. Welsh .........
• ••••• do .•••••.•••••••• . . . • • • do .......••••••.
.••••• do ..••.••.••.•••• A. C. Dodo-e.} .......
.••••• do, .••.•.••••.••. John T. H~ight .......
.••••• do, •••••..••••••• J. E. Freeman .•••• u o , .
.•.••• do •••••••••.••••• James Davis ..........

-

.. .... ..
,.

,,

...

Iowa .................
Wisconsin ...•..•.....
. . . . do ..•••••....•.•••
Iowa .....•..•..•.••.•
. . do ......••• ,,,, .•• ,,
Wisconsin .•••..•••••.
. • • . do ..••....•. ~ .•..•
.... do .•••..•.••••.•.•
. . . . do •••••.•..••••...
Iowa ...... ·••••••••.•.
·wisconsin •..••••••...
. • . . do ..•.•..•••••.•••
Iowa •..••••.•••••••..
Wisconsin .••••.•..••.
. . • . do .••••••.•••.••.•
Iowa ..•••••••••••••.

~~§q)

Field notes re·
turned.
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1848
1848

359
216
328
359
359
746
384
427
342
361
243
60
360
388
345
344

58
02
40
65
31
03
51
22
41
05
71
01
72
66
08
42

67
98
59
28
29
85
84
37
22
72
16
35
83
48
15
66

$1,025 24
1 ,29&22
1,231 90
1,025 47
1,02-1 26
2,797 68
L442 43
1,175 02
1,284 43
1,029 05
914 58
225 06
1,028 59
1,458 11
1,380 40
981 92

9, 1848

324

44

34

1,217 07
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Dec. 15,
Feb. 27,
Nov. 20,
Nov. 5,
Dec. 4,
Jan. 22,
March 7,
9,
15,
Jan. 22,
Dec. 28,
May 18,
Dec. 29,
March 6,
Dec.
2,
. Jan. 22,

. • . • • • do .•••••••••••..• James D. Jenkins .•.•. Wisconsin ..•••.•••..• July
I

~me!) o

23 t;;

l~

Total number
of miles.
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~~<D

Date of con· ·
tract.

1847
August

.

~

t

"

1847
1848
1847
1847
1847
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1847
1848
1847
1848
1847
1848

2, 1848

Mat·. 22,
1,
Jan. 14,
Nov. 2-1,
Jan. 13,
Mar. 15,
April 18,
June 17,
April 8,
June 8,
Feb. 17,
May 20,
Jan. 22,
Jm1e 1,
Jan. 15,
May 20,
Aug.

1848
18.{8
1848
1847
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848

October 18, 1848.
GEO. W. JONES, SU?·veyor General.
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Statement of surveys contracted for out of the appropriation of 12th of .llugust, 1848.
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Miles. chs. lks .

1' own. lines .•

E. Freeman ·1Wisconsin .. , .•••••• ·•• •••• , .............. , .••• •·•·• •.••• , ........... .
Subdivision ... Jas.
Wm. A Jones ... , ... do, .......... .- ••••• , ............................... ,.;.,, ••..•
Town. lines ..
Town. lmes, &
subdivision.
27, 18-18 Town. lines ..
28,1848 Base line ..•.
31, 1848 Subdivision ....
1, 1848 Town. & base
lines.
18, 1848 Town. lines ..
23, 1848 Subdivision ..• Andrew Ltick ....... do ..•...•...•••••• , •••••.••.•••••••• , , . , •• , • , ••••• , ...• , •• , •••• ,
29, 1848 •••••• do •••••• Henry Maddin ••.. Wisconsin .•• , •• , •••••.•••.•••••••• , , , ...•. , , ••••• , ••..•• , • , • , , , , ,
25, 1848 ...... do .... .. Levi P. Drake ......•. do,,.,, •. , .. , , •• , •. , .•.•. , ••.... , . , . , • , ••••.•••.•...•••••••. , .
14, 1848 ...... do .... .. A Anderson .•••..••. do. • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . •••••••• , , • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • ••••.•.• , •.
16, 1848 ...... do .... .. John Parker..... • Iowa .•••••••••••••••••••••.•• , ••.•..•...•.••••• , ••••••.•••••• , .•
do ••••••.••••• de .••••• Hugh Trenor ....•.. do •••••.••.•.••••••••..••••• , •...••.•..••. , •••••••••.•••••••••••
do, ••• , •.••••• do, •• ,,~ Wm. H. Merritt ...• do .•••.....•••••.••• , ••..•••••••••••..•••• , • , ••••.• , ..• , .••••• , ,
John Fitzpatrick.•.• do, .•...•..•••••..•• , .•.. , , , , •..•••... , ••••••.•••••• , ••...••••• ,
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Dubuque, October 18, 1841.

GEO. W. JONES, Swrvetjor General.
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The United States in account current with Geo. W. Jones, surveyor general.-Disbursement avcount.

18H
Dec. 'at

lTo this amount due surveyor general from 3d quar- I
ter of 1847 , •••••..••• , • • • • • . • • • • • . • . . • • • • .
amount disbursed during 4th quarter of 1847 • • . .
balance due the United Stat<ls, and carried to
credit of 1st quarter of 1848 ••••••••••••••••••

--11----r84t:-~\

-

~-

387 21
800 00

1848.31 I By this
To amount disbursed dur!ng 1st quarter of 184~ .•••• ,-:---=1
155 94 1 _Mar.

amount, due the United States from_ 4th
quarter of 1847 .•••••.•••••.••••••• , •••.••.

balance due the Umted States, and earned to
credit 2d quarter 1848 • .. • • .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. .

387 21

231 27
387 21 II

= =rr

June

30 1 To amount disbursed during 2d quarter of 1§48. • • • • ·I

546 51

I

June 30
30

I-

I

1

r==

I By

'I

this amount due the United States, from 1st
quarter of 1848 •••••.•..•.••••••••.••••••.
this amount due surveyor generai, and charged
in 3d quarter of 1848........................

315 24
046 51

-===
30

To this amount. due surveyor general from 2d quar·
tero£1848 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••....• 1
this amount, disbursed during 3d quarter of 1848
this amount, due the United States, and carried
to credit 4th quarter of 1848 ....... ,.........

315 24
311 77

==
July

51 By treasury

Aug. 22
172 99

'I

draft No. 9885, on treasury warrant
No. 4107 • •••.•• • ••••••••••..•...•••......
By .treasury draft No 264, on Treasury warrant
No. 4565 .•• ,., •• , •••••• ,..................

800 00

= =II

3S7 21
231 27

546 51

S_ept.

1848.
Sept. 30

I By balance due

Dubuque, October 18, 1848.

~
~

~

0
~

~

9

~

~

300 00
500 00

I= =
800 00

th~ United States, and carried to
cred1t 4th quarter 1848......................

172 99

GEO . W. JONES , Surveyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

~
"""'

$800 00

800 00
1848 .
Mar. 31

Ca.

-,

Dec. 15 By treas'!ry draft No. 8038 1 on treasury warrant No.
75o5 ....... , ••• , •.• , •••••• ;, ••.• , , • , • , •• , • ,

$204 91
207 88

p.l

#

F-Contiriued.
The United States in account current with Geo. W. Jones, surveyor general.-Salary account.

DR.
1847.
Dec. 31

18<17.
To amount due surveyor general, and his clerks, for
Dec. 31 By this amount, unexpended of treasury draft No 7331..
services rendered during the 4th quarter of
treasury draft No. 8139 7 on treas'y warrant No. 1632
29
1847, ending this date ....................... $2,492 1a 1
balance to credit of United States, for 1st quarI
ter of 1848 •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
30 15

.

I

CR.
$22 :2:
2,500 0

.

I

1 2,52228
1848.
Mar. 31

'= =

1848.
To amount due surveyor general, and his clerks, for
Mar. 31 By this amount due U. States, from 4th quarter of 1847.
services rendered during the 1st quarter of
31
treasury draft No. 8887, on treas'y warrant No. 2451
1848, ending this date •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,684 73
this amount due surveyor general, and charged in 2d
quarter 1848., .••••..•••••••.••••••••••••••••••

----2,684 73
===

I'

----2,831 90

~

l'>

===

To this amount due surveyor general, from 2d quarSept. 30 By treasury draft No. 802,
ter of 1848 ••••..•.••••••••••.••••••.••••••
6 90
amount due the 3d quarter of 1848, ending this
date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,634 21
this amount due U~ited States, and carried to
credit 4th quarter 1848 ••••••••••••••••••••••
233 89

...

2,875 0(}

~

l

""

..
...

1848 .
----- Sept.
30

Sl1RVBYo:a G~:N:sa ..u's O:rncE, Dubuque, Octob•r 18, 1848.

"

2,625 0
29 5

----==
2,825 00

6 9

----2,831 9 0

t!fj
~

t.1

0

~

·~

0 ·
~~
'""""

==

on

treasury warrant No. 5304

"

I

• ,.,:t

===
30 1
2,684 7

..

June 30 . To this amount, due surveyor general from 1st qua.rter of 1848 ..•••••••••••.••.••••.••••••••...
29 58 June 30 By treasury draft No. 9805, on treas'y Wll.rrant No. 3901
30
amount dne surveyor general, and his clerks, for
this amount dne surveyor general, and charged in 3d
services rendered during the 2d quarter of
quarter of 1848 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
1848, ending this date ••••••••••••••••••••• , 2,802 32

Sept.30

----2,522 2

~

b

By balanee due United .States, and carried to credit of
4th quarter 1848 .•••••..•.••.•.•••.•••••. .' ..•...

2,875 0 0

---2,575 (] 0
==
233 8 9

GEO. W. JONES, Surveyor General.
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Estimate of approp1'iations for continuin~ the public surveys during
the yea'r ending June 30, 1850.
For surveying in that part of the mineral region of
Wisconsin where all lines must be established by
the agency of the sun, and where all supplies are to
be carried upon men's backs, both to and upon the
su.rvey '· at a rate not exceeding six do1lars per

mtle ........................................... .
For surveying in those parts of the mineral region of
Wisconsin, where all lines must be established by
the agency of the sun, but which are more accessible on account of their proximity to navigable .water, and where pack horses can sometimes be used,
at a rate not exceeding four and a-half dollars per

$15,000 00

mile .......................................... .

12,000 00

For surveying the agricultural lands of Iowa, where the
magnetic needle can be. relied upon to some extent,
and where pack horses and wagons can be used to
transport supplies at three dollars per mile .•••••..
For incidental expenses ••••.•••••••.•••••••.•••••.

28,000 00
3,000 00
$58,000 00

----Estimate for approp'riation f01· salary of su'rveyor general, regular
clerks, and for compensation of extra clerks for the year ending
June 30, 1850.
For salary of surveyor general, and clerks in his office, as per act of lOth August, 1846.............
For• compensation · to clerks for recording plats, recording and transcribing field notes, and making
out lists descriptive of corners...................

$8,300 00
6,000 00
$14 ,'300 00

----GEO. W. JONES,
Su1·veyor General.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's ·oFFicE,

Dubuque, October 18, 1848.

•

I

Ex. Doc. No. 12.
REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF ILLINOIS

119

A~D

MISSOURI.

SuRVEYoR's 0F1i'ICE,

St. Louis, October 20, 1848.
SIR: In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 1st of September last, I submit the following report on
the operations of this office since the 30th October, 1847, the date of
my last annual report It is accom ·p anied by statements A, B, C, D,
E, F; diagram G, of the State of Illinois, and diagram H, of the
State of Missouri.

I.-Receipts and expenditures of public funds.
The receipts and expenditures during the year ending 30th September, 1848, under the several appropriations made for this office,
are described in statement A, exclusive of the payments made by
the Treasury Department directly to deputies, in pursuance of the
decision of the 20th September, 1844. The balance due the government on the 1st of October is $2,078 6.1. You will remark that
the disbursements for incidental expenses exceed by $308 21 the
apportionment made for the fiscal year for that object. This is
owing to the cost of binding 117 volumes of field notes, and other
books and plats, that had accumulRted sirice 1844, and also to the
payment of $253 made to the Secretary of State of the State of
Missouri, for a certified copy of the field notes and diagrams of the
survey of the line between Arkansa5l and Missouri, which was run
under the authority of the respective legislatures of the two States,
and which Congress, by act of 18th February, 1848, "approved
and confirmed as the boundary between those States, and between
the surveying and land districts bordering thereon."
4

!I.-Public surveys in Missouri at $3 per mile.
Statement B, from No. 1 to 1?, represents the contracts that
were let out under the general appropriation of 3d March, 1847.
They have all been executed and completed to the satisfaction of
this office, and the plats of the surveys and accounts of the depu..
ties disposed of according to the instructions from your office,
with the exception, however, of contract No. 11, of John M.
Richardson, who relinquishen it on the 2d of February, on account
of his appointment by the War Department to the Osage Indian
agency.
The aggregate of accounts adjusted for the surveys included in
the twelve contracts perfected, and chargeable to the appropriation
of 3d March, 1847, amounts-with the addition of $295 55, the excess of expenditures under the previous appropriation of 1846-to
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$11,394 62; le~ving $1,105 38 unexpended of the said appropriation of 184 7.
Contracts Nos. 14 to 19, are those entered into under the $10,000
allowed for public surveys in this district for the year 1848-9, out
of the general appropriation of 12th August, 1848. They embrace
all the unsurveyed lands in Missouri, south of the :Missouri river
and west of the meridian. When I let the work out, I knew fr om
th~ public prints that Congress had adopted the line lately surveyed between Missouri and Arkansas as the boundary between
those States, and between the surveying and land districts bordering on it; but I had no knowledge of the details of the act. I,
however, directed the dt·puties, whose field of operations reaches the
south boundary of Missouri, to close their lines on and connect
them with the new State boundary, at the customary price of three
dollars per mile. I hope, from the fact of having been instructed
as early as the 28th of June to contract for this work, and the act
having been officially received at this office only a few days ago,
that in due time I will be instructed to extend to the deputies, in
the settlement of their accounts, the benefit of the clause of the
act which allows six dollars per mile for the lines connecting the
public surveys with the State line. It is also desirable that I
should receiv·e early instructions to close the public surveys along
the whole new line, while the deputies are engaged in the execution of their present contracts, and near the field of the intended
operations.

111.-S·urveys in the southeastern part of the State of Missouri, east
of tl1,e meridian, at $5 per mile, under the appropriations of
$4,500, of 3d March, 1847, and $4,000, of 12th .llugust, 18i8.
The contracts under this head are embraced in statement C.
Nos. 1 to 4, are those which have been completed, and the plats
and accounts disposed of, since the 30th of October, 1847. No.5,
on account of Mr. Hughes' death, was not completed; the unfinished part has been let out to Isaac S. .Baker. No. 10, con tracts
Nos. 6 to 11, are for new surveys under the unexpended balances
of former appropriations, and the late appropriation of 12th August, 1848. The six deputies are now in the field, and I expect
early returns from them. Statement C shows that there is the sum
of $6,129 14 disposable for the surveys now in process of execution
under this head.

IV.-Surveys under the appropriation of $1,200, of the 3d of
.March, 1845, for the surv_ey of erroneous and defective lines.
Work of this description has been executed to wit: In Missouri,
by Aaron Snider, in township 30 north, range 12 east; by L. M.
Eiler, in township 41, ranges 5 and 6, and township 40, range 6
east; by D. A. Spaulding, in townships 50,51 and 53, range 1 west,
and townships 51, 52 and 53, range 1 east; and by G. B. Green, in
township 44, range 1 west. In Illinois, by George M. Richards,
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in townships 5 and 6 south, range 4 west of 4th meridian; by Salomon Parker, seventeen islands in Rock river; and by D. A. Spaulding, one island in the Mississippi river. All this work has been
paid for, and the plats sent to the proper officers. The balance in
my hands of the appropriation is but $74 06. In addition to the
above, there are in the office the field notes of 100 miles of surveys
of this description, made by D. A. Spaulding, in townships 11, 12
and 13 north, range 5 west of 4th principal meridian, in Illinois.
The plats of this work are in the hands of the draftsman.
The above work by ~Ir. Spaulding, in l\'Iissouri, was ordered
uncler your instructions of the 6th April, 1847, for the purpose of
putting in proper order the surveys by Ja es Reed in the townships
mentioned. I hope that this business, which has caused so much
trouble since 1841, is now satisfactorily ad jus ted.

V.-Transmission of the plats of townships and parts of townships
recently surveyed in Missouri.
The number of these plats, as shown by statement D, is seventy;
the same number of copies were sent to the General Land Office.
Also, fifty copies were transmitted to the regi£ter at Springfield,
and twenty, the balance, to the register at Jackson. They contain
an aggregate of 1,420,546 acres, in eluding the sixteenth sect-ions reserved for schools, but exclusive of the bed of meandered rivers.

VI.- Copies of field notes of public surveys for transmission to the
seat of government.
There have been copied during the year the field notes of 171
exterior lines of townships, and those of the subdivision of 157
townships-all in Missouri. They are contained in thirty-five volumes, which are examined, and so soon as the necessary certificates
are made thereto, will be ready for transmission to the General
Land Office.

VII.-Surveys of private claims confirmed in Missouri by tl-te act of
4th July, 1836.
Three surveys were executed-five plats were constructed, embracing six surveyed claims. The plats and description~ of twentytwo surveys were made out and reeorded. Twenty-one certificates
of new locations, for valid interferences with surveys of those
claims, wer~ i:ssued, and the plats and captions of five surveys
wholly interfered with were made out and recorded. The work
on these surveys advances as rapidly as returns come in from the
department of the diagrams, sent from this office to have noted
thereon the valid interferences.

VIII.-Surveys of towns and villages in Missouri.
Statement E shows the office work on those surveys. In addition thereto, it was found necessary to make a complete investiga-
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tion of the record of the lots and out-lots granted or confirmed in
and near St. Charles. Mr. Joseph C. Brown, under his contract of
1843, had left unsurveyed, for want of the proper data, a considerable number of those confirmed lots; and in this state of things,
without such investigation, I could not safely make the assignments
to the schools of that village, lest I should designate as school
tracts lots confirmed to individuals.
When the examination was terminated, Isaac Woods was sent to
St. Charles to complete the surveys of that village, and place in
proper order, according to your instructions, the lines o the Common, which, ever since its resurvey in 1844, has oeen the cause of
· great trouble and ve ation to the settlers around it and to this
office. · His field notes are returned; and, I expect, will enable the
Surveyor General s0on to set tl:is matter at rest, to the satisfaction
of all lawful claimants and the government.
In my report to you of the 9th June last I stated, for the same
reasons which had guided me in relation to the St. Charles lots,
my views of the necessity for a similar examination of the records
of the lots in the other towns and villages, except those of Sainte
Genevieve and N ~w Bourbon, an examination of which I had
already caused to be mad e.

IX.-Miscellaneous.
There were made out two hundred and twenty-three descriptive
lists of townships in Illinois, and one hundred and two of townships in Missouri; one hundred and eleven lists were transmitted
to the register at Palmyra.
The letters, reports and statements amount to four hundred and
seventy-one. They are recorded on three hundred and one pages
of folio post paper. o·r s~bdivision plats, two hundred and eightyseven were sent to your office and two hundred and sixty-one to
registers. Also, twenty-one new plats of old townships "ere furnished to the registers .£.nd ten to the General Land Office.

X.-Estimates of funds wanted for the operations of the office during
the fiscal year 1849-'50.
Item No. 1 is for closing the surveys in the north part of the
State of Missouri, in the event, as is expected, of the Supreme
Court of the United States deciding the question of bound-ary between Missouri and Iowa at the next December term, and of the
decision being in favor · of Missouri.
No. 2, for surveys in the southeast of .Nlissouri. There still re~
mains a large tract unsurveyed in townships 16 to 25, principally
in ranges 10, 11 and 12, which is not embraced in the contracts of
statement C, and is supposed to contain enough of saleable land to
justify the expense of surveying it.
No. 3 is asked for to enable this office to have resurveyed th·ose
townships, the surveys of which were erroneously repo~ted by
deputies in early times, and in which settlers cannot find the boun-
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daries of their trayts. Of this description is the township let out
to D. A. Spaulding, (No. 19 of statement B.) The item, however,
can be dispensed with if the surveyor general is allowed to contract for this work, under the balances of the appropriations of 3d
.1\'farch, 1847, and 12th August, 1848, which will remain unex'pended when the surveys in the south part of Missouri, west of
the meridian are completed.
No. 4 is wanted for work of frequent occurrence, which would
not be reasonably cvmpensated for at three dollars per mile, or
pa'id by the Treasury Department directly to the deputies, on
account of its being in small and detached portions·.
No. 5 is needed towa!"ds the completion of the surveys of towns
and villages in Missouri. There was no appropriation made at the
last session of Congress for this object, and the funds now available of past appropriations will be insufficient for the service during
the year 18±9-'50.
Nos. 6 and 7.-Thes·e two items are provided for by law, and
require no explanation.
No. 8.-This item is needed to supply the acknowledged deficiency of Nos. 6 and 7.
No. 9.-Although for some years past Congress made no special
~ppropriation for the copying of field notes to be preserved at the
seat ofgovernment, still I thought it proper to give it a separate item
in my statement of estimates, and hope that you will recommend
to Congress the allotment of the sum asked for, in order that this
branch of the service may go on, until all the field notes of the
public surveys in Missouri are transcribed for the archives of the
general government, it being my expectation to complete for the
General Land Office the transcript of the notes of the Illinois surveys, before the 30th of June, 1849.
No. 10.-As to this item, I can only repeat, from the report of
last year, that it is very desirable that some means be furnished
this office to begin this work, and thus save from entire uselessness
such of the notes of the early surveys of this district as have become
nearly il1egible.·
No. 11 is wanted for eontingent expenses.
Before closing this report, I deem it proper to lay before you
some observations on the subject matter of your letter of the 29th
ultimo.
In that communication, you state that the surveys .in Illinois
have been completed, with the exception of some re-surveys, and
probably a few detached tracts, and instruct. me to proceed to have
all of them finished, and the records, &c., pertaining to the surveys
in that State prepared tn be delivered to the Secretary of State, or
such other officer as may be authorized to receive them on or before the 30th day of June, 1849, as required by the first section of
the act of Congress approved June 12, 1840, entitled "an act for
the discontinuance of the office of surveyor general in the several
districts as soon as the surveys therein can be completed," &c.
'
As a preliminary step to the carrying out these instructions, I
have caused an examination to be made of the files of the office,
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which appertain to the Illinois surveys, and present a bnef statement of the result and of the condition of the several divisions of
the work.
A.-Surveys. There remains to be done1. The re-survey of township 12 north, range 2 east, 4th principal meridian, let out to D. A. Spaulding on the lOth instant, (No.
19, of state\nent B.)
2. The survey of a few islands in the Kankakee river, to be
done by Jeddiah Woolley, under instructions of 29th May l.ast..
3. The .re-survey of section 12, township 22 north, range 3 east,
and section 5, township 22 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian; instructions will be issued to the surveyor of Whitesides county to
execute this work.
4. Some detached surveying entrusted to D. A. Spaulding, under
instructions issued at different times to Robert C . .Brent and Geo.
B. Sargent, who failed to perform the work.
Besides the above, demands for re· :o;urveys may be addressed to
this office; which it will be both just and expedient to grant.
.B.-The plats and descriptions, and the record thereof, are to be
·made of about forty of tLe private Indian grants or reservations,
by the treaties at Camp Tippecanoe, of 20th October, 1832Prairie du Chien, of 29th July, 1829-and Chicago, of 26th Sepember, 1833. I will put a clerk to this work so as to have it
completed early in the next spring.
C.-There remain about fifty rlescriptive lists of townships to be
prepared. They are in the hands of the clerk engaged in this
business.
D.-The field notes of sixty-six volumes remain to be copied for
transmission to the General Land Office. They will probably form
forty volumes of copies, containing three hundred· pages each.
In your letter of the 1st ultimo, informing me of the appropria. tion by Congress of $5,820 of the 12th of August, for the salary
of the surveyor general and the salaries · of his clerks, and the apportionment of $5,000 to this district, out of the appropriation of
same day, for E.Xtra clerks in the offices of the surveyors general
for the year 1848-'49, you direct me to use these sums as follows: .
"This appropr-iation and apportionment will enable you to pay the
regular saJaries of your clerks, and employ an additional force to
keep up the operations of your office, and make descriptive lists
for registers, but will not enable you to have the field notes of the
public surveys copied, or the old field notes recorded. The latter
work you will of course intermit till an appropriation can be obtained, unless the amount provided for your office should be more
than is necessary for the service above mentioned; in which case
the balance might be applied to recording old field notes."
I would have obeyed the i_n structions by discontinuing the copying of field notes for the General Land Office, and ap_elying one
or two of the copyists to the recording of old field notes; but, as
a matter of course, your subse-quent letter, of the 29th September,
requiring the transfer of the Illinois surveys, &c. , to that State,
altered the case in relation to the sixty-six volumes of field notes
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which are not yet copied. In the absence o'f special instructions from
you on the subject, I have thought that they were implied by necessity, and that the sixty-six volumes must be transcribed before
the transfer of the Illinois surveys to the State authorities, in order
to complete the record kept in the archives of the national government.
According to this •apprehension of the matter, I set
three clerks to the business, who I expect will be able to terminate the forty volumes of copies within the time allowed; and I
hope that you will approve of this deviation from your instructions
of the first of September, because of the urgency of the labor ordered in those of the 29th, by which I considered the former in a
measure superseded.

E.-Sub division of fractional and anomalou.s sections, under the
act of 5tl~ April, 1832.
:By the circular of the 14th March, 1843, from the General Land
Office to registers, these officers were required to furnish the surveyor general with lists of such sections as require sub-division,
in order to complete the plats in their respective offices.
From
the files, it appears that, in pursuance of the circular, the 'registers at Danville, Dixon, Quincy, Edwardsville, and Chicago, made
out schedules of sub-divisions needed in their districts, and that
no lists were furnished by the registers at Vandalia, Palestine,
Shawneetown, Kaskaskia, and Springfield.
All the sub-divisions
asked for have been sent to your office and the registers.
The following is a condensed statement of the townships which
seem to require sub-divisions, chiefly in the north and west tiers
of quarter sections, viz:
In the Danville district ••••••••••••.••••••.••••• 117 townships.
Palestine ''
••••••••• • •••••••..•••••• 116
''
Vandalia ''
•••• •. . • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • 128
''
Shawneetown district . • .. • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 156
"
Kaskaskia
"
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 101
"
Springfield
"
.................... 128
"
Chicago
"
••••••••• , • • • • • • • • • • 17
"
Making a total of...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 763

''

Of this aggregate, a certain number may perhaps ~ot. require
sub-divisions as the land may have been sold therein by whole
quarter sections, or patented according to the sub-divisions made
by registers. These facts I have not the means to ascertain from
the plats of this office. I would respectfully beg leave to suggest
the propriety of issuing in~tructions to the registers of the above
seven land offices, where it would seem sub-division plats are still
needed, pressing upon them the necessity of making a complete
and thorough investigation of the matter, and of forwarding early
to this office lists of the tracts to be sub-divided, with all the reG,Uisite data, in order that plats thereof may be made out, in con-
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formity to law and instruc'tions, before the transfer of the docu ~
mf:nts is made. See diagram G, of Illinois.
~~.--~iscellaneous records.

Inasmuch as the letters and statements relative to the surveys in
both States are recorded promiscuously on the same books, it will,
in ID) opinion, become necessary, before the transfer, to make a
selection of those relating t:xclusively to Illinois, which have an
important bearing on her surveys, and may be hereafter wanted
for references and explanations, and to have an authenticated record made thereof, to be handed over with the other documents.

G.--Plats of townships to be recorded, as required by the 1st sectio~
of tlu act of 18th .Ma.y,-1796, providing for the sale of the lands
of the United States in the territory northwest of Ohio, ~c.
The number of township plats in Illinois is 1,813.
They may be divided into two categories:
1. Of those made and returned by the deputy surveyors, which
are used as 0riginals.
They are contained in vo 1umes 1 to 24 of
"Illinois Plats." The aggregate is 1,429 plats; of these, 316 were
constructed anew in this office, which leaves 1,113 old plats furnished by deputies, and considered as not being recorded.
2. The plats made and protracted by the draughtsmen of the office, 384 in number, which, with the 316 plats mentioned in the
foregoing paragraph, show a total of 700 plats accounted as recorded.
They are embraced in volumes .25 to 35 of "Illinois
Plats."
The record of the plats, under the act aforesaid, appears to be
as follows: 1st. In one volume, 7 plats of-townships nc;>rth of the
base line and east of the 4th meridian.
These seven plat~ have
been fairly copied in volume 35, and are consequently' useless.
2d. In another volume, 73 plats of townships south of the base
line and east of the 3d meridian. Of these, 29 have been properly
constructed, and are spread in volume 35, lP.aving 44 plats, which
I have classed with the plats to be recorded, because the actual
record thereof is in an unwieldy book, on coarse paper, not on successive pages, made in a rude rn·anner, and defective in many instances, as no d·stances are given on the interior lines, nor any
sub-di' isions shown on the anomalous sections on the north and
west tiers, and the fractions bordering on ua vigable streams. N either are the plats authenticated. The labor to put in proper order
those isolated 44 plats would· be co:1siderable, without remedying
their other defects; and even then the record thereof would not
harn~onize with that of the other plats.
The 1,113 plats of the first category should, by all means, be
properly recorded, according la\~. As already stated, they were
furnished by the deputies, and, consequently, were of no expense
to the United States. They delineate the earliest surveys of the
district, and on that account are bare of all the improvements that
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practice and experience have introduced in the drawing of plats of
public surveys. In many particulars they are defective, at variance
with the field notes, roughly drawn, much disfigured by ·alterations
and erasures, and nearly unintelligible from their long use and the
paleness of the ink. This is their general character; but it is
proper to state, that the· condition of the plats in the Edwardiville
district, north of the base line and west of the third meridian, in
which there are many private claims, is still worse. When a certified copy of any of them is needed, it has to be constructea from
the field notes. The plats of the Kaskaskia district, which embrace
the greatest number of private surveys, are among the recorded
plats.
The plats of the second class having been prepared in this office,
are complete, and answer all the purposes of recorded plats. I
would therefore consider a copy of them unnecessary. See diagram C., of Illinois.
·
H.-Record of tltefield notes of the public surveys.

But few of the field notes have been recorded in what may be
termed permanent record books; and these few are not authenticated; nor do they bear any e.vidence of having been collated with
the minutes. I can hardly consider them as ·records of this office.
The field notes of the public surveys of Illinois are bound in 483
volumes, which, like the plats, may be divided into two classes:
1. The field notes of early surveys, from about the year 1804 t()
about 1828. During this period, field notes were kept in a very
loose way. They show the same defects which I have pointed out
in the plats of the first class. They are on bad and soiled paper,
and exhibit, in their essentials, a great degree of disorder, by the
omission of the mention of ranges and meridians, the disconnexion
of the Jines of meanders with the field notes of the subdivision
lines to which they belong, and of the resurvey of many of their
lines with the notes of the former surveys. They are, for the most
part, mere memorandums, hurriedly taken down in the open fie1 ,
along the lines which they describe. Of the 483 volumes, about
320 are of this description, the record of which I deem indispensable.
2. The field notes cont~ined in the 163 remaining volumes of the
surveys executed since 1828. About this year, it appears that the
present method of keeping field notes bEgan to obtain, as the returns from that time are nearly similar to those of the latest surveys. The general instructions for surveyin-g the public lands were
more definite and comprehensive than in former times, and their
regulations more strictly enforced. The deputies were required to
use the best ink and paper, to write their notes without abbreviations, and give a proper description of the lines run. '!'heir returns
were carefully examined, and only approved and paid for when
they conformed to the formula of the instructions; or a fair copy
was furnished by the deputy, according to H.e terms of his contract, and substituted in lieu of his defective minutes. Under
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these circumstances, the volumes of the seco d class, in my opinion, are sufficiently adequate to the purposes of permanent record,
and the expense of copying them anew may be dispensed with.
In relation to this record, permit me to make some extracts from
the report of the suryeyor g~neral of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan,
for the years 1844, '5, '6, and '7.
In the report of 1844, the surveyor general, speaking of the estimates for clerk hire, states, that "if the present appropriation is
continued, the records of all the maps and field notes of surveys,
in Ohio and Indio.na, can be completed and may then, with the
Driginals, be transferred to those States respectively, under the act
of June 12, 1840."
The report of 1845, shows, that during the preceding year, the
field notes of 200 townships had been recorded, making 14
volumes of 500 pages each. In the exhibit H., the surveyor gen-eral estimates the exr ense of bringing up the arrearages of this
business in Indiana and Michigan, at $6,531.
The surveyor general, in his report of 1846, stated that in Ohio,
the books, records, field notes, maps, &c., were delivered to the
executive of that State, except a small amount of recording, &c.
Also, that the field notes of 282 townships had been recorded during the year.
The report of 1847 points out that the small amount of recording, stated in the rep0rt of 1846 as being left undone in Ohio,
after the transfer of the books, records, &~., to that State, was
made out at the expense of the United States. (See item "Ohio.")
Also, this report a.f 18-17 wentions the recording during the year
of the field notes of 213 townships.
I also find, from the reports of other surveyors general, that
.field notes were recorded in the office at Dubuque in the years
1845, '6 and '7. In the Mississippi office, in 1844, '5 arid '7. In the
Arkansas office, in 1845 and '6; and in the Alabama office, in
1844 and '6.
Now, the act of 12th June, 1840, directs, "that it shall be the
rluty of the Secretary of the Treasury to take all necessary measures for the completion of surveys in the several districts, for
which surveyors general have be,~n, or may be appointed, at the
earliest periods compatible with the purposes contemplated by
law; and, whenever the surveys and records of any such district
or State shall be completed, the surveyor general thereof shall be
req uir~d to deliver over to the secretary of State of the respective
States, including such surveys, or such officer as may be authorized
to receive them, all the field notes, maps, records and other papers
appertaining to land titles within the same; and the office of surveyor general in every such district shall, thereafter, cease and be
discontinued."
Then it is evident that the act contemplates, not only the completion of the surveys, but, also, that of th~ record~, before the
delivery thereof to the States. In the only State in which such
transfer has been made, that of Ohio, this provision of the act
relative to the completion of records was fully carried out, and
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the whole benefit thereof awarded to that State by the general
government.
Believing that Illinois is entitled to the same consideration, and
to all the benefits co:r.itemplated by the act of Congress that were
extended to Ohio, in the completion of the records, before the
transfer to her authorities, and that a contrary procedure would
be unjust and injurious, by throwing upon her a mass of documents, which cannot remain in their present condition, but will, as
has been represented, require before long to be transcribed and put
in proper order at the expense of the State, I would, therefore, most
respectfully recommend, in view of the unfinished state of the
office work relating to the surveys and records of Illinois, which
I have briefly, detailed in this report, that your instructions of the
29th September, directing the transfer, be modified, and an appropriation of $5,000 or $6,000 asked for, to be applied towards the
completion of the work still behind; and that its justice, as well
as its necessity, be urged upon Congress; reminding our legislature of the insufficiency of the regular appropriations made for
clerk hire in this district, and of the constant and persevering efforts of all the surveyors general during the last eighteen years,
to have them increased, so as to be adequate to the wants of this
office, and that the failure of their endeavors (although aided to a
certain extent by extra allowances made by your office) is the only
cause of the arrears of office work to the extent described.
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
F. R. CONWAY,
Surveyo1· of the public lands in the
States of Itlinois and Missourj.
To RicHARD M. YouNG, Esq.,
Commissioner of the General Land Office,
City of Washington.
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STATEMENT A.
[Accompanying report of October 20, 1848.]

General statement of receipts and disbursements fo1· surveying the
public lands and private land claims in the Sta.tes of Illinois and
Missouri, and for the salary of the Surt,eyor General for the
same district and his clerks during tlte year ending on the 30th of
September, 1848, (exclusive of the surveying paid out to deputies by the Treasury Department in conformity with .the decision
of tl~e General Land Office of the 20th of September, 1844,) and
showing also the balance of funds in the hands of said Surveyor
General on tl1,e 1st of October, 1848.

I.-General approp1·iation of March 3, 1843.
The balance due the United States on the 1st of October, 1847, was $506 42 ;
and there has been during the year 1847-'8 no expenditure under this fund

$506 42

H .-Special appropriation of March 3, 1843 and June 17, 1844, for detached
surveys in Illinois and Mi1souri.
The balance on the 1st of October, 1847, was $20 34; and there has been no
expenditure dt1ring the year 1847-'8 under this head....................

20 34

III .-.!lpp1·opriation of $17,500 of JJ[arch 3, 1837, for surveying the private
claims confirmed in Missouri by the act of July 4, 1836.
Balance due the United States on the 1st of October, 1847 •.••..
Cash received from tho Treasurer in the 4th quarter of 1847 ..••
Expended during the 4th quarter of 1847 ...•..••.•
Expended during the 1st quarter of 1848 •.••.•••••
Do ••••....•. 2d ..••••.. do .••••••..••....
Do •........ 3d .•.•..•• do .•••...•.•••••.

$280 66
1,000 00
1,280 66

$152 26
·9 23
295 20
189 48
616 17

Balance due the United States on the 1st October, 1848 ..•••.••.....••••••••

634 49

IV.-Appropriation of $2,000 of .!lugust 10, 1846, for tlte surveys of towns
'
and villages in Missouri named in the act of May 26 1 1824.
Balance due the United States on the 1st October, 1847 •.••..•••
Expended during the 4th quarter of 1847..........
$160 39
Expended during the 1st quarter of 1848 , .........
173 17
Do .......... 2d .•••... do...............
355 73
Do .•••.•••.. 3d •••••••• tlo...............
180 74

$1,278 19

870 63
Balance due the United States on 1st October, 1848 ..••••••••••••••••.•••••

¥.-Appropriation of $1,200 of March 3; 1845, for the correction of erroneous and defective suneys in Itlinois anti lJ[iiSouri.
Balance due the United States on 1st October, 1817 ............ .
Cash rQccived frorn the Treasurer in the 4th qua.tt<;_r of 1847 ..••.

$150 51
600 00

750 51

407 56
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Expended during the 4th quarter of 1847 ••••••••••
Expended during the 1st quarter of 1848 ...••..•.•
Do •.••..•••• 3d •••••••. do ••••••••.•.•.. ,
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$436 47
173 71
66 27

$676 45
.Balance due the United States on 1st October, 1848 •••• , , • , , • , , •• , , •. , •••••

$74 06

VI.-Apportionments by the Commissioner of the General Land Office fa?· the
incidental expenses of this ojficll, to wit: Of .Jl.ugust 31, 1846, of $1,200
during the year 1846-'7, and $1,000 of .flpril27, 1847, for the year 1847-.'5.
Balance due the United States on 1st October, 1847 ...•• , ••...•
Cash received from the Treasurer in the 4th quarter, 1847 ...• ,.
Do .•.•..••.•.• do •••..•........... 3d .••• do .... 1848 ••••••
Expended during the 4th qtiarter, 1847 .....•.....•
Do .•••...•..... I st .•.. do .•.. 1848 .•.•• , .•••• ,
Do •.•••••••.•.. 2d •••. do ..... do •••••.• , •• , ••
Do ..••••••••••. 3d •.•. do ...•. do ..• ,., •• ,,,,,

$175 24
600 Ot)

800 00
1,575 24

$257 02
191 43
205 00

6i4 76
1,308 21

Balance due the U mted States on 1st October, 1848 •••••.••. , • , .•••• , .. , , .••

267 Ol

VII.-Appropriations of March 3, 1847, and .Jl.ugust 12, 1848,for compensation
to the Surveyor General and his clerks for the. years 1847-'8 and
1848-'9.

Cash received from the Treasurer in the 4th quarter
of 1847.....................................
$2,455 00
Cash received from the Treasurer in the 1st quarter
of 1848. . . . • . . . . . . . • • • • . • • . • . • • • . • • . . . • • • • •
2,455 00
Cash received from the Treasurer in the 2d quarter
of 1848,...................................
2,792 17
Cash received from the Treasurer in the 3d quarter
of 1848....................................
2,870 00
---Expended as follows :
Paitl:other fund&, balance due by this on 1st October,
1847 ..••••••••••..••.•••.•••.•••••.•••••.••
$56 27
Paid on salary atlCOl!l.nts in 4th quarter, 1847 .••••••
2,487 23
Do ..•..•.. do ..•••.. 1st. ... do ... 1~48 .•••••.
2,703 67
Do ....•... do ....••. 2d ..... do ..•. do .•• ••.••
2.423 30
Do ..•••.•• do .•.•••. 3d ..••• do .••. do ..••••.•
2~732 99
----

10,572 17

10,403 46

Bn.lance due the United States on 1st October, 1848 ••••••• , , •••••••••••••••

168 71

Aggregate balaace, •••••••••••••••••••••••

2,078 61

SURVEYOR's 0FFICE 1 ST. Lours,

October 20, 1848.
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F. R. CONWAY,
Stlrveyor of the public lands in the States of Illinois and Missouri.

'

~

STATEMENT :B.
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[A.ecompanying report of October 20, 184S.]

Statement show·ing the condition of the contracts for surveying the public lands in the district of Ill-inois and
Missouri, under the general appropriat,ion made by Congress on the 3d of March, 1847, which were not
closed on t!te 30th October 1841, the date of the last annual report for said district; and tl~e contracts
entered into under the gener~l appropriation of .!lugust 12, 1848 .
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For the re·survey of township 12 north, range :
east, 4th prineipal meridian, Illinois, unde
the authority of the Commissioner's letter c f
June 30, 1848.

OFFICE, St. Louis, October 20, 1848.
F. R. CONWAY,

Surveyor of the public lands in Illinois and Missouri.
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STATEMENT C.
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[Accompanying report of October 20, 1848.]

Showing the condition of the contracts whick were not closed on the 30th October, 184 7, the date of the last annual report .from this office, and the cont1·acts let out since that date under the appropriation of $4,500 of t!te
3d March, 1847, and that of $!,000 of 12th .llugust, 1848, for surveys in the southeastern part of the State of
.Missouri, east of the meridian, at $5 per mile, on aecount of the difficulties in executing sttrveys in that section
of the State, owing to lakes, swamps, 4"c.
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STATEMENT C-Continued.
RE'MARKS TO PRECEDING PAGE.
There bas been appropriated for these surveys: to wit :
On lOth August, 1846 ...•...•••..•••.••••••.•• , •.••••• , ••• , •••••• ,
On 3d March, 1847 ..•••••..•••••••..• , ••••••••••••••••••• ; •. , ••..•
On 12th August, 1848 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••

$4,150 00
4,500 00
4,000 00

'l tal. .•.•.••••••..••...•.•...••••••• , • . . . . . . . • . . • • • . • • • . • •

12,650 00

$2,526 43
3,994 43

Expended-as per report of 30th October, 1847...•••.•••.•..••
as per this report ..•.•....••••••••..•.•.•..•....•
Leaving for the surveys contracted for .•.•.•••••.••..••••.••••
SURVEYoR'

0FFIC.E 1

6' 129 14

12,650 00

===

St. Louis, Octobe1· 20, 1848.

F. R. CONWAY,
Surveyor of the public lands in the States of Illinois anti Missouri.

,
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STATEMENT D.
[Aocompanying report of October 20, 1848 .]

Statement showing the plats of townships in Missouri, sent to tlte
General Land Office and the several land offices since the 30th of
October, 1847, the date of the last aunual report from this office;
and, also, showing the number of acres of public lands contained
in each township.
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o.9 ~

d....,oo ....

0

North of base line and west of the fifth rneridian.

S{>RINGFIELD DISTRICT.

22
23
24
27

11
11
11
11

28

11

29
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
22
23
24
22
23
24
22
23
24
22
23
24
27
22
23
26
22
23

11

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
17

17
17
17
18
18
18
19
21

22,840.24
22 ,897.88
23,370.76
22,962.73
22,968. 82
28 ,70·LOl
23,116.36
22,936.33
23,374.01
23 '193.18
23,091.40
23,081.28
23,000.75
28,348.95
23' 123. 86
22,943.50
24,037.20
23' 100.8 ~
23,162.35
22,968.89
22,924.62
27 I 73io< .48
23,127.77
22,986.72
2!, 171.42
22,956.30
23,029.34
24,515.01
23,098.94
23,0f.l0.31
24,512.15
23' 103.11

23,073.08
25,008.67
23' 120.27
23 I 164.40
22,958.00
23,253.86
12,366.28
22,163.12

June 13, 1848
..••••. do.
...••.. do.
April 25, 1848
.•••... do.
...••.. do.
May 26, 1848
June 13, 1848
....•.. do.
May 30, 1848
.••• , , .do.
.....•. do.
...•... do.
April 25, 1848
May 26, 1848
....... do.
.••.... do.
April 4, 1848
.•.•• , .do.
.• , •••. do.
••••.•. do.
..••••. do.
Feb. 16, 1848
....... do.
May 26, 1848
April 18, 1848
Feb. 16, 1848
.•• . , , .do.
April 18, 1848
.•••••. do.
.....•. do.
May 15, 1848
.•••••. do.
...••.. do.
April 13, 1848
May 1s, 1848
....... do.
April 13, 1848
Aug. 15, 1848 Exclusive of bed of rivet'.
• .• •• •. do .•.•••• .•.. do •••••.••...• do .
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STATEMENT D-Continued.
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SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT-Continued.
24
23
25

22
22
22
22
22
23
22

I•

21
22
26
27
29
30
31
32
32
33

22,012.73
22,700.73
23,348.03
22 ,917.93
23,016.62
23,224.93
23,044.09
23,012.01
22,973.65
22,996.21

Total in Springfield. 1,162, 722.16

Aug. 15, 1848
.•••••. do.
April 13, 1848
.•.•. . . do.
.•••••. do.
. •••••. do.
.•••••. do.
...•••. do.
.••.••. do .••••••
..•.••. do.

Exclusive of the bed of river.

.

JACKSON DISTRICT.
(

2i
29
27
28
29

9
9
10
10
10

22,797.50 April 29, 1848
29,034:.08 April 4 1 1848
22,839.54 April 29, 1848
22,671.03 ....... do .
2~,444.05 . . . •• • . do.
125,786.20

Aggregate west

of the meridian, in the Jackson dist .

East of meridianj 6U.rVe'!JS at $5 per mile.
Z4
25

8
8

26

8

16
17
18

9
9
9

19

9

21

9

18 .
19

JO

21

22
18

10
10
10
12

22,621.55 March 27, 1848 Exclusive of the bed of river.
22 1 546.35 ••••••. do ..••• ,. Exclusive of the bed of river and
other bodies of water me11.ndered.
.••••••...•....•.•.•. do ..••..• Sections J, 2, 11, 13, 14_. 15, 22,
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 2S, 33, 34, 35,
and 36.
4,3S9.10 April 3, 1R48
14,285.76 ....... do.
18,050.72 .•••••. do ..••••• Exclusive of the bed of river and
shore.
........ . (_ , ,,, ..... .. do ...... . Section 36, and south of " cut off;''
fr. sections 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35.
.............. Jan. 22, 1848 Sections 1, 12, 13, 2a, 24, 25, 26,
27, at, 35, and 36.
115.00 ..••••. do.
4,770. 78 . •••••. do ..•.••• Exclusive of bed of spreads of
Chillitacaux river.
15 1 060.71 ..••••. do.
15,283.10 ....... do.
.. .. .. .. • .. • .. April 21, 1848 S. -! of sections 13 and 14; sections
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35,
and 36.
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STATEMENT D-Continued.
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Remarks.

JACKSON DISTRICT-Continued.
19

12

19

13

..............

April 21, 1848

Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34
35, and 36 .
14,915.53 . • •• . . . do .••.. ,. Exclusive of beds of meandered
lakes.

------

• I

132,038.60

RECAPITULATION.

In the Springfield district, 50 plats, containing..............
In the Jackson district,
20 .. do ....... do ..•...•....• ,.,...

I

Total..........
Copies.,,.,.,,.

1,162,722.16 acres.
257,824.80 .. do.

70
140

1,420,~46.96 .•

do.

210 plats.
S"tJRV~Yo:a.'s

OFFICE, StLouis, October 20, 1848.

F. R . CONWAY,
Surveyor of the public lands in the States of Illinois and Missouri.

STATEMENT E.
[Accompanying report of 20th Glctober, 1848.]

Statement showing the progress of office work since the 30th October, 184:7, on sunJevs of the towns and villages in Missouri,
named in the acts of 13th June, 1812, and 26th May, 1824, to
wit:
There was made out-1. Plats.
1 connected plat of the village of Portage des Sioux.
2 .... do .... plats of the Barriere des Noyers fields, St. Louis.
1., . . do .... plat of the town of St. Charles.
1 ... . do., ••. do.of the lower Prairie field lots of St. Charles.
1 ••. . do ••••. do.of the CuldeSac and Praine Haute fields of St. Charles.
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2. Plats and descriptions of individual and school lots.
In village of Portage des Sioux .. 71 originals-122 originals recorded .
. •.. Do .••.•• Carondelet •. ·.•••.• 27 .... do •...• •26 ••••••• do.
In town of St. Louis ...•....•..• 19 •• ·•• do .••••• 21 .•.••.•. do.
In village of Ste. Genevieve ••.•.• 1. ... do .••••• 00 .•..•... do.
Total .••.•••••• 118 ..•• do .••.. 169 .•.•.•.. do.
SuRVEYoR's OFFICE,

St. Louis, October 20, 1848.

F. R. CONWAY.
Surveyor of the public lands in the States of Illinois and Missouri.

STATEM~NT

F.

[Acc.ompanying report of 20th October, 1848.]
SURVEYOR'S OFFICE,

St. Louis, September 28, 1848.
SIR: In compliance with your instruct.ions of the 1st instant, I herewith transmit esti•

mates of the appropriations necessary for this office and district during the fiscal year end·
ing the 30th June, 1850, viz:
Item No. 1. For closing the surveys in the north part of the State of Missouri $10,000 00
Item No.2. For surveys in the southern part of Missouri, east of the meridian,
at $5 per mile, on account of the difficulties in executing sur·
veys in this section of the State, owing to lakes, swamps,
marshes, &c .....••..•................•.....•..•••........
4,000 00
Item No. 3. For retracing the exterior and interior Jines of certain townships
surveyed in early times, and which it may become absolutely
necessary to re-survey on account of their defectiveness, or the
erroneous reports d the deputies who ran them out, say 333
1,000 00
miles, at $3 per miles .•...••.•••.•...•...•............•••.
Item No. 4. For the correction of erroneom~ Q.nd defect~ve surveys (in small
and detached portions) in Illinois and Missouri, at a rate not
exceeding $6 per mile .....•..•........•...•.....••...•..•
1,200 00
Item No. 5. For completing surveys of the towns and villages in Missouri,
named in the acts of 1812 and 1824, including office work .••••
2,000 00
Item No. 6. Salary of s~rveyor general •...........•.•....•.••••....•••.••
2,000 00
Item No.7. Salary of clerks. as per act of 9th May, 1836 ..•.••.••.••.....•
3,820 00
4,000 00
Item No.8. Pay of additional clerks to keep up the operations of the office .•
Item No. 9 . .For copying field notes to be preserved at the seat of government
3,500 00
Item No. 10. For the record of old field notes to be kept in the surveyor gen.
2,000 ()0
eral's office ......•..•••••••.•••.•..•.••.•••••••..••....••
1,000 00
Item No. 11. For incidental expens(!s •••••••...•••••••.•.••.•...•••.•.•...
Total •••••••..••••.•...••••••••••••••• ,.·...

34,520 00

====

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
F. R. CONWAY, Surveyor General.
To RicHARD M. YouNG, Esq.,
Commissioner of the General Land Office, city of Washington.
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No. 58.
REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF FLORIDA.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

1.':

St . .fl.ugustine, Octobtr 2, 1848.
SrR: I have the honor to submit my annual reports, accompanied
by triplicate maps, marked A, delin~ating the surveys in the State
of Florida, already made, in progress, and those con temple. ted the
ensuing season, with table of references to each, advising that the
maps transmitted by the department, under date 1st ultimo, came
too late, and proved to bt> on a scale entirely too large to meet the
instructions given this office, and the manuscript maps now sent,
were made out with corresponning labor to those sent with last
report. The tabular statements also accompany, marked B, C, D,
and E, explanatory of the field labor and fiseal situation of this
office.
The final closure of the business relations of this office with the
assistant su:cve:yor ot -private land. c\a\ms, -w\\l be fu.l\J rendered in
a separate communication, (No. 59,) and the work returned by
him has been retarded in the protracting of the diagrams to be attached to the respective town plats for distribution, by other work
hav!ng precedence as being received before it, and the draughtsman clerk having necessarily employed his time for the protraction
of the maps of this report. The appropriation and apportionment
to this office, of which you recently advised, will enable me to give
in future important aid to that branih of duty in this office sought
for in my last annual report.
The surveys of public lands, authorized to be contracted for under the recent appropriation, you will find delineated on the maps
sent, and it is believed will not embrace any private claims; your
attention is particularly cfllled to their localities. One contract
under a petition of the citizens of Columbia county, others on information derived from personal observation of some of my depu.:
ties, and the importance of obtaining (with tl)e hope of a dry tall
and winter) the delineation of the mouth of the Suwannee river;
and lastly, one or two con tracts to close up disconnected surveys,
thus forming altogether, a general survey of Florida, except that
portion lying on the Atlantic, far south, where some private claims
may belong, and being a region so far removed from habitation as
not at present ev n inquired after, and that lying north of the everglades, represented as sterile, except a portion within the limits
temporarily assigned to the few Indians remaining, and who, from
the reports and observations of some of my deputies, violate their
limits, coming far north of this boundary, and commit theft on
their property in camp. These sections I have avoided, earnestly
hoping and desiring that Congress may finally Jetermine to put the
subject of private land claims to rest, by having them surveyed at
once, or pass an act to have them located on the public surveys already made, agreeably to the suadivisions of the public land a~
near as practicable to the locality contemplated in the grants,

I

i

I

!
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grounded upon the fact well established, of the claimants failing
on due notice from time to time, and year after year, places in the
hands of the keeper of. the archives, and published severally in the
newspapers, to have their claims surveyed by the deputies deputed
to the several district!s, as defined by the diagrams sent to the
keeper of the archivel3, and which evidence exists in the accounts
of the survey or general as vouchers for payment of such publications
from time, and in consequencr, the land was, under instructions
of Geo., Graham, esq., former Commissioner of the General Land
Office, surveyed as public domain. This manner of location may
be effected and patented at small cost, and of speedy accomplishmtnt, and thus prevent a growing evil upon the prosperity of Florida and her citizens, superinduce -emigration, affording justice to
the government without injury to individual interest£, and relieve
this office from a pressure and responsibility becoming daily more
onerous. I solicit your serious examination of this subject, and
concurrence if approved.
The surveys of the scrap lands in the western llistrict, hounded
by Suwannee, as surveye<i by Sloan and Whitner, (returned to· the
department,) those embodied in the contract of Irvin, not yet receiYed at this office, bu~ daily expected, and which has proved a
ilreadful tour of duty, and in conjunction with the contracts of
Jones and Westcott, of the ·present year, will, I think, close all
necessity for future surv~ys in that district, as what may not thus
be effected may be deemed as totally impracticable.
Believing that general impro\·e ments, (with the concurrence of
State sovereignties, ten cling to the salts of the publie domain within
the district committed to ~y charge, as forming a legitimate and
proper subject for my annual report, and having the prosperity of
the State of Florida associated with the deep interests of the general
goYernment at heart, I claim your indulgence for submitting another subject for the consideration of the treasury and executive
departments leading to action by Congress, in addition to that in
my last report, touching the draining and ultimate survey of the
everglades on the peninsula of Florida. The necessary limits of a
report of this character precludes my entering into other than
generalities, leaving to the general government and the general
assembly of the State of Florida (to whom I shall submit a copy
of this part of my report) the minute details of the separate interests of each sovereignty, if the subject shall be viewed by them
respectively, as it is by me, of vital importance to both, as well in
a national as commercial character, and tending to diffuse great
prosperity to the so much neglected interests of agriculture, held
by me as the vertebra of national strength, and from which science
and handicraft derive their daily support. The subject contemplated is the erection of a railroad of permanent character, uniting
the Gulf of 1fexico with the river St. John's, having for its object
the transportation, on its ways, steamboats constructed for this purpose, with their entire lading; thus preventing transhipments, at
all times txpensive and irksome, giving a safe channel for the commerce of the south anu west with the north and east, strengthening
.?ur bond of union, preventing innumerable shipwrecks on the
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southern coasts, affording the facility of transporting troops, provisions,. and munitions in time of war, and the United States mails,
affording great advantages to the travelling public, and tending to
extensive sales of the public domain. The distance necessary to
effect this great object is overcome in seventy-two miles through a
rich region of country, affording e,·ery facility in best of timber,
and showing upon its wLole extent, from Wacassa bay in the Gulf
of Mexico to Lake George in the St. John's river, no obstructions
of any moment to the building of the road at small cost. With a
view to brevity, and yet fully exemplify, I attach a diagram, -affording important delinea1ions, derived from actual surveys. If the
U !1ited States and the State of Florida should harmoniously unite
in the accomplishment of this, to me all important work, it may
prevent stoc.k-jobbing calamities from inundating Florida, and I
shall deem its completion as the eastern point of a co·n1.mercial
vista, passing through the Gulf of 1\iexico, through which the Pacific ocean may be seen without extra vag ant speculation.
From a deep sense of justice to myself, I desire in closing this
report to call your attention to the following faets developed by
your fil~s, as well from the correspondence. of your. predecessors
with thls office before, as after my reappomtment m the fall of
184:5, now three years since, and more particularly that from me
during the period of my present incu~bency. In 184:2 I deliYered
the office in perfect order to my successor appointed by the late
President, Mr. Tyler, and again received it under the appointment
of the now President on the 2d October, 1845, subsequently appointed
by the President and Senate in January, 1846. In less than four
years it had become a state of great confusion in all its branches.
To execute the required surYeys, much •eyond those of my predecessor, with all his arrearages ·to make up, and bring order out of
chaos, required labors of me personally, without regard to office
hours, and oft times night and day, even to the present, and having
in all that time seen my family but twice in short periods. Order
has been restored. Confusion stands confounded, as fully evidenced
by this report, and the documents accompanying.
The labor to effect this reorganization not being required of me
either by law or instructions out of office hours, was performed in
furtherance of the public interests to a great amount, and has not
been remunerated. I therefore solicit your recommendation (after
examining the subject) for an appropriation by Congress of the
small sum of two thousand dollars for my extra services for those
three years labor, deemed by me a small equivalent for the arduous
and perplexing duties performed. I seek this justice conscientiously. In the future my labors will be legitimate.
Desiring your serious and approving consideration of the matters
generally forming this report:
I have the honor to be, very respectful~y, your most obedient
servant,
ROBERT .BUTLER,

Surveyor General
RxcHARD 1\IJ. YouNG, Esq.,

Commissioner General Land Office.

:B.
Statement of contracts ftJr surveying ·in the State of Florida, t*hich have been surveyed and retu1·ned to the office
of the surveyor general, in the year ending September 30, 1848.
-

~----

)ate of contract.

Names of c~ntractors.

-

-

Time ai-· Price per Miles returned. Amount of
lowed.
contract.
mile.

--- -----Months.
James M. Sloan ••••••••
Geo. Watscm, jr ••••••••

6
6

$i 00

J n. 30, 1847

J. R. Richard ..........

1847
1847
1847
1847

A. H. Jones .••..••..•..
John Jackson ...•••••••.
Benj~t.min F. Whitner, jr.
S. J. Perry •••••••••••••

4 00
4 00
4 0~
4 00
4 00

536

M ar. 2i,
J lv 19,
J ly '28,
A Jg. 7,

7
6
8

54 64
6-l] 16 11
ti51 34 94
581 67 33
(About q70)

2,146
2,588
2,605
2,326
2,280

pt. 27, 1847
pt. 30, Hl47

lt. W. Morris ..........
F. R. Lorin~ ...........
A. H. Jones ............
John Westcott .••••••••.
.A.. H. McCormick ••••••

4 00

516

2,066 59

s
8
s

pt. 30, 1847
0 :t. 25, 1847
M ar . 27, 1848

8

6
6
6
6
6

,,

"''

' r

~

\

'

Mls. chs. lks.

F !b. ~3, 1846
A ?ril 2, 1846

8

Remarks.

4 00

4 00
4 00
4 00
4 00

493
634

03
"0

54 $1,972 17
11 2,538 50

51 94
528 75 99
491 56 86
547 52 26
544 aI 12

2,115
1 ,9{)6
2,190
2,178

73
80
74
67
00
80
84
61

55

Work completed, and returned to the General Land 0 ffice.
This is a re-survey of the Templeman contract; part of the work
has been re!urned to the Gen~ral ).and Office; the remainJer
i~ new in preparatiOn for transmission.
Work completed, and returned to the General Land Office.
do
do
do
do
rlo
do
do
do
do
W grk just returned to this office, and not prepared; the miles and
amount are estimated, account not maue out.
Work completeLl', and returned to the General Land Office.
do
do
do
do
do
do
Work just returned to this office, not prepared.

~
~

~

0
~

~

?

""""'
~

I
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's 0FFICE 1

St • .l.lugustine, Septembe1· 30, 1848:

\

ROBERT BUTLER , Surveyor General.

..,..
""""'
~

c.

~
""""

Statement of such contracts as are progressing and shortly expected to be returned to ~he office of the Surveyor
General, and those C(Jnfracts which !~ave been recently let for the ensutng year.

~

::::

Date of contract.

Contractors' name.

Time
allowed.

ui

~

cD

'§

'8

Cl,)

....

.......

Q,

0

•.

March

27, 1846

May
29, 184-7
April
19, 1848
September 14, 1R48
St>ptember 18, 1848
do, ••••• do ...•
do •••• • .do .•••
do •••• • .do .•.•
~epternber27, 1~48

I

z0

'.

II)

·;::0

-

~

Michael Garrison ...•.•.. 6 months ...

325 $i 00

John M. Irwin •...••.•••
John Jack!:'on .....•..•••
A. H. McCormick ....• .
F. R. Loring ••.•..•••••
J. lVI. Gould ..... . ......
A. H. Jones ...•.•......
C. C.' Tracey ...••••....
G. Watson, jr ..........
B. F. Whitner, jr .......

. . • . do .•.•••
. . . . do ..•...
. . . . do .••.•.
. •.• do ....•.
.... do ......
8 months ...
7 months ...
..•. do, ..••.

600
600
550
550
600
600
600
600
600

Henry Wells ............
J ohn Jackson .•••••••...
John M. Irwin .••••• • ••.
John Wcsstcott ..•• , ••••.

············.
············

············
············
············

SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, ST. AUGUSTINE,

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

4 OQ

6t}Q 4 00
500 4 00
550 [ 4 no
500 4 00

0
0

........
0 ....
0

~~

Remarks .

=
0

8
<1

...

Reported to be nearly completea ; delay has been occasioned by ba
country, sickness, &c., &c.
d
2,400 .•... do ....••. .. ••. do .•.••••••••. do •••••••••••• do •••••••••••.
2 ,400 Expected to be s•on returned.
2,200
2, 200
2,400
2,400
2,400
2,400
2,400 Contract to bi executed in a few days ; deputy ordered to the offic e
for the purpose.
d
2,400 .••. do .••••••...•. do ..•••••••••• de ...•.•.•.••• do .•.•••••.••. 0
2,000 ..•• do ..••• , •.• ,, .do .... , •.••..• do, •...••..••• do .•••••.••••• d 0
2,200 ...• do ..•••....... do •••• , •.•.•.• do .••••••.•••• do .••••••••••. d 0
2,000 ..•• do .•.•.• , .. ,, .do., ••••.•.••• do ••••••..•••• do, •••••.••••. d 0

$1,300

Septembe~ 30, 1848.

ROBERT BUTLER, Surt·eyor General.

~

r<

~
0
~

~
~

~

~
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D.
Estimate fo~ the fltcal year ending June 30, 1848.

For the survey of the public lands........................................ $15,000 00
From such CongressioM.l action as may be had under the suggestions contained
in my annual report, relative to the private land claims in Florida, such appropriation as the nature of the action may require.
.
I
An appropriation solicited for extra services performed in three years, of arduous duty, as fully explained in report •••••••••• , •••••• ,................
2,000 00
Salaries.
Salary of surveyor general .••••••••••••.•••.•••••• , ••••• , , ••••••• , , • , .•••
For clerks in his office, as now by law appropriated ••••• , • , ••• , •••••.••. , ••

2,000 0
3,500 00

Contingencies.
For contingent expenses of surveyor general's office, in addition to what may
remain unexpended of this year's apportionment to this office .•..••• , •••.••
For compensation to contingent draught!man, clerk, and the copyist field note
clerks, in addition to what may remain unexpended of the apportionment for
these purposes, of the present year, having also reference to the probable action of Congress on the private land claims of Florida, and the early completion of the work of the present and ensuing fiscal years, this amount .••••

5oo oo

1,800 0()

SwRVEYOR GENBRAL's OFFICE,

St. August·we, October 21 1848.

ROBERT BUTLER,
Sm:veyor General.
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N.
MINERAL REPORTS.

UNITED STATES AGENcY,

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, Sep'r 30, 1848.
SIR: I herewith transmit my annual report, in compliance with
instructions of 16th April, 1847, of the mining operations in the
Lake Superior and Chippewa land districts to this date, (30th.
September, 1848;) also, my account with the United States, made
up to same sate, as well as an estimate of the expenses of the
mineral agency for the next year.
You will observe the receipts are much greater than expenses.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient.
servant,
D. R. McNAIR,

.flgent United States Mineral Lands.

UNITED STATES :MINERAL AGENCY,

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, Sep'r 30, 1848.
SIR: In compliance with instructions from the Secretary of the
Treasury, dated April 16, 1847, I have the honor t~ report the
operations under the management and control of the United States.
mineral agent, for the year ending this day.
1. That reference to my annual report, September 30, 1~47, will
exhibit a detailed account of the granting of permits,_ leases, and
of the mining operations on the mineral lands within the Lake
Superior land district, Michigan, and the Chippewa land district,
Wisconsin, whilst these lands were under the direction of the War
Department; and also, a synopsis of operations under the aots of
Congress, lst and 3d March, 1847, transferring the management
and control of the mineral lands to the Treasury Department.

2. Amount of ore and native copper: raised in the Lake Superior
mineral district from commencement of mining, subject to pay.
rent.
Amount reported to Sept. 30, 1847 •• 10,271,513 lbs.
" . "
"
1848 •• 1,420 ,661 "
11,692,174lbs ..
Rent has been paid on ............ 8 ,597,102 · "
Rent to be paid on .......... , .... 1,695;072 "
Not considered of any value •••••• 1,400,000 "
11,69.2,17.{ "
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Rents paid on copper ore and metal, from commencement of mining
in Lake Superior mineral district.
.
Received by War DepartmEnt, in 1846, (ordnance office,) •.•••..•••••••••••••••••..••.$541 36
Received by agent of War Department, in 1846 115 54
- - . $656 90
Received by Treasury Department from lease No. 2,
paid to assistant treasurer, :Boston...... • • • • • • • • • • • •

---$198 82

I

Received by agent of Treasury Department,
to 30th September, 1847 ..••••••••••••• $2,442 16
Received by agent of Treasury Department,
to 30th September, 1848....... • • • • • • • • 8,285 92
- - - $10,728 08
Expenses from 16th April, 1847, to 30th September,
1848, for ~alary, mineral agent and assistant, including contingent expenses for accounts rendered.....
3,956 00
Leaving a balance to be accounted for of .•••.•••

6,772 08

3. The anticipated receip.t s for rent, as stated in . my last annual
report, has not been realized, from the fact of the lands coming
into market much sooner than was expected, and your instructions
not to charge rent on mineral dug from the miRes after the close
of navigation, November 15, 1847, on locations purchased before
31st July last, the day the sales of mineral lands commenced. Had
it been otherwise, the amount then stated would have been received. The Pittsburg. and :Boston Mining Company, owners of
Cliff mine, lease No. 5, as yet the most productive in the district,
availed themselves of those instructions, and purchased in June,
being released from a large amount of rent. This company have
within the last ten months, taken out of their mine 1,"750 tons rich
ore and native copper, and by the close of navigation will have,
shipped this year 900 tons in masses of native copper and ore prepared by stamping and washing, producing 80 per cent., worth, at
the present price of copper, $250,000. Several other mineral tracts
have been purchased under the· act of Congress, approved March
· 1, 1847, and there can be no doubt from the contirrued fav ·orable
developments in the min.eral region, but that sales will be greatly
increased for the next year, and that the sales of agricultural lands
will be increased in proportion, the mining operations creating a
market for all the products of the farmer.
·
4. There are several valuable locations within townships offered
fo . - ·l , ('. ntaining mines and being worked, which produce rich
mineral, but t e leases of which not expiring prior to the publie
sales, the companies have declined entering them until the next
offering of the lands. All the mineral raised by these, as well as
othtrs that will be included in the next sales, is chargeable with

4S

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

rent up to the time they purchase, in accordance with their leases
and the act of Congress; and the amount that may be collected, by
proper attention, will far exceed expenses.

The iron dist'fict.
5. Within the Lake Superior mineral district, commencing at
Carp river, emptying i!lto Lake Superior, 150 miles above the Sault
Ste. Marie, is an iron region, extending many miles south w
which surpasses in quantity anrl riches, and in facilities for working, any hitherto discovered in the known world. Fuel is abundant, and transportation to a market by the lakes may be made
cheap. One establishment of furnaces are in successful operation,
and the iron manufactured of superior quality.

Chippewa land district, Wisconsin.
6. The geological survey of Doctor Owen, when completed,
\viii no doubt give much useful information in reference to the
mineralogical value of this country. As yet, but little is known
of the value of the mines discovered, as they have not been worked.
From informatio·n received from explorers and others, no doulJt
exi:;ts of extensive mines of copper, lead, and other valuable ores
within this district.

Public reservations.
7. It may not be considered inappropriate to the duties connected
with this agency, to represent such views in regard to the general
interests of the government, and settlers on the public lands in
this district, as I esteem of importance. Many of the extensive
reserves, it is believed, may be bro)lght into market to advantage,
and thea sale made to contribute materially to the settlement of
the surrounding country, as well as induce a profit on sales of mineral lands, saving and reserving sufficient for light-houses, military,
or other public purposes, for which they may probably be required.
The harbors at several points, if improved by the general government, and especially at this time, a small appropriation for that of
Eagle harbor, and of the one at the mouth of the Ontonagon,
would aid materially in the disposition of both mineral and agricultural lands. The clearing of 'slight obstructions at Eagle har~
bor, with a beacon light, and the extending- of a pier from the
main land, west of the mouth of the Ontonagon, to prevent the
filling up and damming the current of the river with sand, with also
a beacoJJ light, would be all that is now actually required at these
two points.

Private land claims.
8. The growing population of Mackinac and the Sault Ste. :Marie,

·with the constantly increasing difficulties arising from private land
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claims, render it desirable that the settlement of those claims should
be no longer deferred. The public interest is suffering, private
rights are invaded, and the settlement of the country is being retarded, by ceaseless litigation. and the clashing of individual interests.

Ship canal around the Falls of Sault Ste. Marie.
9. There cannot be a question but that the building of a ship
canal around the falls of the Sault Ste. Marie would at once be the
means of increasing the sale of the millions of acres of land in this
wilderness country, -cause the establishment of numerous additional
copper companies, iron companies, smelting works, foundries, machine factories, mills, &c.; bring into profitable uses unlimited and
rich fisherjes, and afford boundless prosperity to thousands of agriculturalists, mechanics, miners, mariners, and fishermen, who will
otherwise employ their capital and their energies in less profitable
pursuits. And, in addition to these advantages, the increased business of the lakes and the Atlantic cities, by one unbroken chain of
navigation, as well as the peopleing the Chippewa district of Wisconsin, and the opening up an a venue to the Minesota country, are
matters worthy of. serious consideration.

Roads.
10. I cannot refrain from commending to your consideration the
advantages to be derived from the op ening of a road from Green
bay, Wisconsin, via L' Ance, to the mouth of the Ontonogon, Lake
Superior, and a collateral branch to Eagle river. The. navigation
of Lake Superior is suspended six months out of .the twelve; for
which period of time mari:ners and others are deprived of any
means of ingress or egress other than anlndian trail, to be travelled
only on snow-shoes, a distance of more than two hundred miles,
through an uninhabited country. Such a road would be of incalculable benefit, and its creation would be the means of disposing of
the lands not only upoa the route, but t.hroughout this vas and
richly promising mineral, agricultural, and manufacturing country.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. R. McNAIR,
Jigent U. S. Mineral Lands..
Hon. RxcHARD M. YouNG,

Commissioner General Land Office.

DR.
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Tke United States
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1848.
Ang. 21
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To John Farmer's geological map of the
mineral region of the southern shore
of Lake Superior, including Isle Royale, for use of agency •••••••••••.•.
To D. R. McNatr, salary as agent United States mineral lands in Lake Superior land district, Michigan, and
Chippewa land district, in Wisconsin,
3 m.o nths from 30th June, including
this day, at $125 per month .••••.•.••
To General E. J. Roberts, salary as assistant United States mineral agent
for Lake Superior and Chippewa 4tnd
districts, from June 30, including this
day, 3 months, at $100 per month,
(per voucher No. I) ................
To L. M. Dickers, postage account for
two· quarters, ending September 30,
1848, (voucher No. 2) ...........
To Charles Durell, for services attending
offine, hauling and sawing wood, 3-!
months, (voNcher No. 3) .... : .. ....
To balance due the United States, September 30, 2848 ..• ,.,, ••••••••• ,:.,
4

,
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:
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5

$2 00
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.•

30
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June 30

375 00.
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Dunning R. McNair.
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o;
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Balance due the United States ..••••••.•••••••••••••••

---7,489 7 0

==
6,77:2 0 2

·-

.I do hereby certify the above account to be a correct statement of the receipts and expenditures of this mineral land agency, from 30th June, in.
cludmg 30th September, 1848.
UNITED STATEs MINERAL

CJ{

-

By balance due the United States, per account rendered, ineluding this day ..•••.••.••.••...••••.••••..• •.••..••.... $2,432 7
By rent received from Minesota Mining Compaoy, (lease No.
78,) on 1,604 pounds native copper, shipped this day ...•.•.
13 I
By rent received from Wm. W. Parks, agent of the American
Exploring, Manufacturing, and Mining Company, on 140
. 5
pounds copper ore from two loc~;ttions, 10 cents and 45 cer.ts.
By rent received from Eagle Harbor Mining Company, (lease
No. 3,) by Andrew Harris, in November, 1847, on 5,374
pounds copper ore, (omitted in account of 30th June) .•..•
7 2
By rent received from Copper Falls Company, (leaso ~o. 9,)
on shipments, in 18(6 and 1847, of 60,039 lbs. native copper.
383 6
By rent received from Copper Falls Company, (lease No.9,)
on shipments, in 1848, of 19,995 pounds, and all ore and
metal remaining at mine on the 1st July, 1848, estimated
to be 359,196 pounds ...•....•••..•...•••.•••••...•••.•..
352 9
By rent received Pittsburg and Boston Mining Company, (lease
No . 5,) on 6,320:915 pounds copper ore and metal remainina at Cliff mine at close of navigation, Novembm· 15, 1847,
which per centage was estimated by mineral agent and
company's agents. This closed the account of rents wilh
this company, as the location was purchased June 13, 1648.
A1nount received ... : • ••..••••....• ;, ••••••• , ••••••••... 4,262 9
By rents received from Minesota Mining Company, (lease No.
36 45
78,) on shipment of 4,~00 pounds native copper .•••••••••••
A

....
0

,

Balance due the United States six thousand seven hundred and seventy-two dollars and two cents.
'
D. R. McNAIR, .llgent U.S . .Mineral Lands.
AGENCY, Sault Ste . .Ma1·ie, Michigan, September 30, 184g,
·
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UNITED STATES MINERAL AGENCY,

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, September 30, 1848.
Sm: In accordance with instructions of the 16th April, 1847, the
•f ollowing estimate is made of the amount that may be required to
pay the expenses of the mineral agency for the Lake Superior land
district in the State of Michigan., and the Chippewa land district in
Wisconsin, from the 30th September, 1848, to 30th September, 1849,
to wit:
Salary of principal agent United States mineral land, embracing
the two districts...... • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1,500 00
Salary of assistant agent for same...... • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,200 00
Mileage or tra velJing expenses.... • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •
300 00
300 00
One laboring 1nan...... • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Contingent expenses, including first stationery, printing, &c....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100 00
$3,400 00
There remains unexpended the greater part of the money appro.;priated to the mineral agency, out of the money transferred from
the War to the Treasury Department, April, 1847. Also, the appropriation of last •Congress, together with the balance of rents received and remaining in my possession; consequently, no further
.appropriation by Congress will be required.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. R. McNAIR,
.llgent U. S. mineral lands .
Hon. RICHARD M. YouNG
Commis1ioner Generlt Land Office .

DR.

.....

'
1848.
Sept. 30

c:Jl

N)

I To

salary as assistant ai'eat United 5tates mineral
' lands, Lake Superior and Chippewa land districts,
from 30th June to 30th September, 1848, (three
months,) at $100 per month .••••••••••••••••.•.

•

'

Received from Colonel D. R. McNair, agont United States mineral lands, three hundred qollars for the
account, including September 30,
1848.
. foregoing
'
UNITED STATES MINERAL AGENCY,

E. J. ROBERTS.

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, September 30, 1848.

30,Voucher
1848. No. 2.-Received from D. R. McNair, agent of mineral lands, five dollars and sixty.eight cents, postage for 2
SAULT STE. MARIE,

quarter~ ending.

September

LEWIS M. DICKERS, Postmaster.

Michigan, September 30, 1848.

Voucher_ No. 3.-Re~eiv,ed from D. R. McNair, agent United States mineral lands, thirty-five dollars, for my services attending mineral agency
office, sa',Vmg and hauhng woou for three and a half months.
6
UNIT::.n STATES MINERAL AGENcY,

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, September 30, 184.8,

C. DURELL.
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BosToN, November 16, 1848.

SIR: I have the honor of forwarding the synops-es of tbe reports
of my assistants, Messrs. J. D. Whitney and L. W. Foster, embracing an account of their labors in the districts assigned them
for geological and mineralogical exploration during the past
summer.
It gives me pleasure to be able · to state that their researches
have been made with fidelity, and that their report will prove valuable to the country and interesting to science.
.
The synopses are general accounts of the districts, which will be
minutely described in the detailed reports, which are now in progress, and which will be completed during the coming winter. I
forward them, in conformity with· my instructions, to enable the
department to designate what are mineral lands.
The geological map of Kewenaw point, which I forwarded you
from Copper Harbor last September, will give you a:ll the information desired respecting th.e limits of the mineral lands in the district which has engaged most of my personal attention; that district I shall describe in fuJI detail in my report.
The geological map of Isle Royale will be completed and forwarded as soon as the township plats are received from the sur-·
veyor general's office. The interior of the island has been fully
explored by my sub-agents, Messrs. Mcintire and Dickinson, and
the coast has been surveyed by me, aided by my assistant, Mr.
Foster. The geology is now ascertained, and ca.n be put on the
map the moment it is ready. It will be necessary to visit the
island again next summer to complete the exploration of the copper veins, and to fix the longitude of a few points of importance.
I would call your attention to the important discovery of an inexhaustible supply of the purest iron ores in the district crossed by
my assistant, Mr. Foster, and my surveyor, Mr. Hill. That region
should be more fully explored; for it is obviously very rich in metals, and has been crossed only twice by my parties, but in such
situations that their secti<:ms show a most complicated and inter•
esting series of rocks and ores.
We have a long and laborious t~sk before us in working up the
numerous observations collected during the two past seasons, and
in completing the analysis of many ores and interesting minerals
collected during the past summer. All the information we have
obtained will be reported to you so soon as it can be prepared in
a satisfactory manner.
.
The two chronometers purchased of W. Bond & Son by the
government for our use have been deposited with him for safe
keeping during the winter, and their .rates will be ascertained again
with care. They proved valuable to t~e survey.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES T. JACKSON.
Honorable RICHARD M. YouNG,
Commissioner of tlte General Land Office.
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To. Dr. C. T. JAcKsoN,
U. S. geologist for the Chippewa land district in Michigan.
· · SrR: In accordance with your ·instructions, I have, during the past
summer, continued the geological exploration 0f the district between
the Ontonogon and Montreal rivers, on which I was employed diuing the first year of the survey; I have also continued my examination eastward from the Ontonogon towards Portage Lake, thus
extending my observations OVf!r the greater portion of the district
· lying south ~nd west of Portage lake, and extending to the boundary b'etween Michigan and Wisconsin. In the field-work of the
past season I have been efficiently assisted by Dr. W. Gibbs, subagent, ancl during a small part of the season, by Messrs. Mcintyre
and Dickinson, assistant sub-agen'ts. Mr. C. A. Joy was employed
as an assistant in the astrono~ical observations, as also in the observations with the station barometer.
·
.
The survey .of the township lines had been continued during the
season of 1847 over the whole of the district south of the fifth
connexion line. At the commencement · of the past season, however, but a comparatively small portion of this extensive district
had been subdivided. The townships north of the fifth correction
line were all finished except five lying southea.st of the trap range
towards the Ause, and in our examinations we have had the benefit
of the township plats and section lines to guide us. The five townships omitted, were nearly completed during the past summer. ~
South of the correction line we had only four plats of work executed last year. Several parties, however, were at work during the
last summer at different points be'tween the Ontonogon and Montre~l rivers, so that a large part of the trap range and ~he country
north to the lake shore is now completed. The extensive region
beyond the trap range south, to the boundary line is, for the present, at least, utterly valueless, since the broken and swampy nature of the ground, the high northern latitude, and the want of
natural facilities of communication, combine to render it peculiarly
forbidding to the settler. Forth~ present, indeed, little land will
be taken up over any part of this district, except at the mouth of
the Ontonagon, and for a few miles up that strea~, and at a f~w
points on the trap range, for a few miles east and west of the main
brahch of that river.
In pursuance of our instructions, however, we have noted the
comparative value of the country for agricultural as well as mineral
purposes, and have taken a few specimens of soil for analysis.
North of the trap, on the Sandstone, the country rises gradually
towards the south, and is much of it low and swampy. Near the
trap range, there are numerous thick beds of clay, and most of the
roads are almost impassable. On the trap the soil is a strong,
clayey loam, though thin, and while new, will produce good crops
of such plants as will endure the northerly climate, which may be
compared with that of the northern part of Maine and New Hampshire. Indian corn, however, will not ripen, though oats, buckwheat, barley and perhaps wheat might be raised in abundance, and .
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potatoes and those vegetables usually raised In kitchen gardens,
thrive in a most extraordinary manner.
To aid us in acquiring a knowledge of the extent and thickness
of the rock formations, as well as to fix the heights of the principal
elevations, we have kept up a series of barometrical observations
on the lake shore, while corresponding on·es have been taken at as
many points as possible on the trap range and the Porcupine
mountains. The highest point of the latter is nearly 1,400 feet
above the lake; the most elevated points of the trap range of the
Ontonagon are from six to seven hundred feet above the lake.
In obedien,c e to JOUr instructions we have, with one of the chronometers furnishe~ by the department and an excellent eight
inch sextant, madet numerous observations along the lake shore,
for the determination of the latitude and longitude of the principal
points. These, as well as the barometrical observations, will be
calculated and tabulated and handed in with the detailed report.
Our labors, however, during the past season have been especially
directed towards the determination of the limits of the rock formations, so as to be able to furnish a geological map of the district,
and to the exploration of them with sufficient minuteness to be able
to say what portions of them should, under the present law, be sold
as ,mineralland and what as agricultural. From data obtaihed by
us, combined with those furnished by the linear surveyors, we shall
be able to furnish a geological map of the district comprised between Portage lake and the Montreal river. This is already commenced, ~nd as soon as copies of the township plats which have
been executed during the last summer shall have been received, it
will be completed and handed in wi h the report on the same.
Such is the chara~ter of the surface of the country, the underlying
roeks being over so large a portion of it, covered by deep soil and
detritus, thickly wooded or covered by swamps, fil1ed with a tangled growth, that it will hardly be,expected that we shall be able
to furnish a perfectly accurate diagram of the limits of the rocks,
especially after so short a time has been spent upon it. Still we
trust that enough has been done !O satisfy the demands of science,
and that our views of the proper limits and value of the mineral
land will be found to have been based upon accurate observations.
The geological features of the district between Portage lake and
the Ontonagon are similar to those of that region beyond the Ontonagon to the westward, generally indicated by me in my synopsis
of last year. The trap range of Kewenaw point crosses Portage
lake in township 55, ranges 33 and 34 having there a breadth of
about 3! miles . . Its course, which at the extremity of the point is
nearly east and west, gradually bends to the southward, and conforming nearly to the shape of the coast, it gradually recedes from
it till at the point where it crosses the Ontonagon; the distance
from the lake to its northern limit is nearly .11 miles. Thence it
continues along the course of the west · branch of the Octonogon to
Agogebic lake, where its distance from Lake Superior is about 14
miles. From this point westward the ranges are less regular. The
system of the Porclipine mountains, commencing in township 50,
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range 42, extends along the lake shore to the southern boundary of
township 50 range 41, where it seems to unite with the Octonogon
range, and two tolerably distinct ridges may be traced along nearly
to the Montreal riYer. The most considerable elevations are on
the border of the range, and between the ridges ther~ are belts of
wampy ground, where no rock can be found in place.
The occurrence of native copper, sometimes associated with
ilver, throughout the whole extent of the trap range in this
district, is the matter of the most particular interest connected
with them.' That this metal should be found at so many points, OYer
so large an extent of country, and occasionally in masses of such
unprecedented size, is a fact which has not its parallel elsewhere;
copper occurs at so many points- that it would be almost impossible
to specify them all. In general, it may be said that, from Portage
lake to the Montreal river, we have rarely searched with care at
any point where the trap has been exposed over any considerable
extent of surface, without finding a few specks or stains of that
metal. In general, all the copper of this region occurs in the metalic form. The few exceptions seem to have resulted from atmospheric agencies; the copper, being near the surface of the ground,
having become encrusted with, or converted into red oxide or ·green
carbonate. A few thin strings of yellow and gray sulphuret may
occasionally be met with even in the trap rocks, but never in any
considerable quantity. In the sandstone, the grey sulphuret is the
only form of copper which has been found in any considerable
quantity in this district.
The mode of occurrence in this metal is in many respects similar
to the deposites of the sa-Qle on Kewenaw point, but the most
promising and important localities in this district, are, in some respects, quite unlike those on the Point, which have been mined
:vith the greatest promise of success. I will briefly hint at four
different methods of occurrence of the copper in one district, leaving a particular description of localities to the detailed report.
1. Native copper accompanies the zeolitic minerals which so·
frequently occur in the amygdaloidal trap, sometimes filling the
amygdaloidal cavities of the rock itself, or scattered through it
irregularly in strings and bunches, which, however, do not form
tr.ue continuous veins. The trap near Black a~d Presque Isle
rivers contains great quantities of lanmonite scattered through the
rock, and accompanied by metallic copper. The quantity of this
metal, however, is, in all the localities which we have seen of this
kind, very minute; and as there are no regular veins, no chance of
profitable mining can be expected at any such locality.
2. In and near the Porcupine mountains copper has been found,.
and oc~asionally in masses of considerable size, in beds of chlorite, green earth and clayey matter, occurring at. the junction of
the t.rap and sandston,e, and dipping with those rocks. Attempts
have been made t0 mine at several such ' Jocaiities, hut the quantity
of copper obtained has been by far too sma~l to inspire any hopes
of success. They have all been abandoned, and ought never to be .
resumed. At the Union river Inine, township 51, range 43, south
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2"8, a bed of amygdaloidal chlorite, between the trap and sandstone,
has been thoroughly tested and deservedly abandoned. Near the
surface a considerable quantity of copper, in crystalline masses and
in thin .films, coating the surface of the calcareous spar, amygdule·
was obtained; but the quantity, which was not at any time sufficient for working, evidently diminished in descending, which seems
to ha,~e been the case with all th~ other deposites of this kind.
3. Throughout the whole extent of this d~strict, but especially
near Abogebic lake, ,copper occurs, disseminated in fine particles in
massive epidote or epidote rock, which is found in very numerous
localities. The epidote sometimes appears to traverse the trap in
a definite direction, in masses of considerable length and thickness,
assuming somewhat the appearance of reg~lar veins. Such, however, they are not, since they have no definite dip or direction; nor
are they separated from the trap by any fixed walls or selvages,
but, on the contrary, they pass into it by a gradual change in the
nature of the rock. So extensive are the masses of epidote in
some parts of the Porcupine mountains, that it may be considered
as a proper rock, and it might be quarried there in m~limited uanty. The epidote rock is eften amygdaloidal in its structure, like
the trap. Metallic copper accompanies the epidote, if not invariably, at least very frequently, though in general only a few minute
specks and grains will be found over a large extent of the rock.
4. The principal deposites of copper in this district are in
what are called by those working them, "east and west veins;"
these merit especial attention, since the quantity of metal which
they have furnished is much more considerable tban that obtained
from any other kind of deposites of this metal in the trap between
Portage lake and the Montreal. The trap here, as elsewhere, is
divided into beds or parallel plates of generally from four to six
feet in thickness. These divisions or joints may sometimes be
traced along for a considerable distance, following the course of
the range, and dipping generally to the north, at a high angle,
generally from 30 to 45 degrees. Sometime , when the rock is ex·
posed, a number of such joints may be seen in succession, one above
the other. The surfaces of the two masses of rock are sometimes
in contact with each other, without any other appearance than a
mere seam or crack in the rock, the surfaces, however, being coated
with argillaceous matter, hardened and groved or highly polished,
(slicken-sides.) Often, however, a band of quartz, and ·calcareous
spar, associated with massive and radiated epidote, will be found,
extending along for a considerable distance, at the joint, now di·
minishing to a thread, and then widening out to a foot or more.
The epidote will often be found, sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other of the joint, tolerably pure near it, and gradually passing into trap at a little tlistance from it. Connected with
the quartz and epidote occurs t.he metallic copper in fine grains,
plates and masses, of llll sizes up to several ton in weight. Mining operations have been commenced at several points on localities of this nature, and a considerable quantity of metal has been
.raised. Several companies had discoutinued their operations before
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we had visited their works, and the shafts having become fi11ed
with water, we had no other means of forming an opinion of their
real value, than from the rock and metal thrown out and left exposed
on the surface. One or two companies are still engaged in mining,.
and it is understood that two or three others intend to test their
localities during the coming winter. In this case, a probable estimate of their value may, perhaps, be made by the next season; they
differ so much from any other known ·veins or deposites of copper,
that the most experienced miner ought not to give a decided
opinion with regard to them, base~ on anything else, except the
actual results of working. Should they be found to enrich in
descending, they may prove profitable, otherwise, they will all,.
probably, be abandoned. The quantity of copper in this district,
taken together, must be large, and from the occurrence of masses
of so large a size as have been found loose on the surface and in
the rock, it seems not unreasonable to suppose that some deposites
of value may be found.
In considering what portion of the trap range ought, under the
present law, to be offered for sale as mineral land, I have endea-vored to ascertain when there was a probability of mining operations being carried on with some hope of success, since the mere
occurrence of native copper in the rock, I do not, in all cases, consider as sufficient to make it worth while- to offer the land as mineral
land.
The following tracts include, in my opinion, all that portion of
the trap range on which it would be advisable to carry on .mining
operations. From Portage lake to T. 52, R. 37, the protrusions of
trap are comparatively of little elevation, the greater part of the
country underlaid by trap being a rolling, heavily timbered district,
or covered by small lakes and swamps, while the mineral indications are extremely unflattering. So, too, I have not thought. the
mineral indications sufficiently favorable west of T. 49, R. 41, to
allow of any part of the trap range or of the Porcupine mountains
to be offered as mineral land.

Sections designated as '1'!-ineral lands.
Sections 36, 35, 34, south h·
Sections 1 NW. !; 2, 3, 4, W. h·
"
11 except SE. !; 10, 9, E. h·
"
15 except SE. !; 16, 22, NW.
"
21, 20 except :N W. !; 28, W.
"
29, 30, 32, 31.
T. 51, R. 38. Sections 36, 35.
T. 50, R. 38. Section 6.
T. 50, R. 39. Sections I, 2 except NW. ! ; 12.
11, 10, 9 except ~W. !·
14 except ·sE. !; 15, 16, 17, 18.
22 except SE. !; 21,'20, 19.
28, N. ~; 29, 30, 31, except SE. t·
T. 52, R. 37.

T. 51, R. 37.

"
"
"

"

"

"
"

"

!·
k·

.

..
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T. 50, R. 40. 25, S. j; 26, S. !; 36, 35, 34, 33, 32, 31.
T. 49, R. 40. Sections-! N. !; 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, N. !·
T. 49, R. 41. . 1, 2, 3, SE. !; 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, E. l·

In my detailed report, I shal1 speak particularly of each deposit
of copper of importance, and shall describe, minutely, their relation
to true ve:ns.
The subdivision of the townships near the · A use, and north of
the fifth correction line, has, during the past season, brought to
light a very considerable depos~t of fossiliferous limestone, on
T. 51, R. 35, sections 13, 14, 23, 24. Its position in the geological series will be carefully studied from the fossils which have
be~n obtained, and it is to be hoped that some light will be thrown
on the age of sandstone, which ~urrounds and seems to have been
depositfd upon it. I have thus indicated the principal points which,
in the detailed report will be described in full, with such drawings
and sections as may be needed for their illustration . .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. · J. D. WHITNEY,

.llssistant Geologist.

MouTH OF THE MENOMONIE RIVER,

Tuesday, Sep'tembe1· 28, 1848.
DEAR SIR: Agreeably to your instructions, I embrace the earliest
opportunity to communicate to you a synopsis of my observations
since I left you at L' Ance, Lake Superior. Our party consisted of
myself, Mr. Hill · as surveyor, and ·four voyageurs. We procured
one canoe at L' Ance, which was carried by Agindos, assisted by
another voyageur, first to the head water of the Mi-chi~ga~mig, a
distance of about 22 miles, over elevations 1,200 feet above Lake
Superior, through tangled cedar swamps and meadows, knee deep in
water, and finally launched; it has in the progress of our journey
been conveyed over twenty~three portages, and now floats in the
waters of Lake Michigan, as sound almost as when taken from
Lake Superior. We arrived here yesterday with our stock o(provisions nearly exhausted, and had it not been for the game we
killed by the way, we should have been completely destitute. The
weather has been bad, and for days in succession our clothes were
wet. The reduced state of our provisions compelled us to push on,
yet we neglected no opportunity of minutely examining the rocks
which presented themselves, and we trust that we shall be able to
present a faithful section of their order of superposition, and a sufficiently correct profile of the country for all practical purpose~,
although the weather was se fl ctuat'n that many of our barometrical
observations were worth ' c;; , I shall embrace the earliest opportunity to proceed to Green hay anrl thf'nce to :Boston. At present I can
give you only a general outline of our e>bservations, since our barometrical observations are not calculated, and our notes of the geology
and topography of the region traversed remain t~ be platted; no~
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have I examined the specimens collected with sufficient care to de:
scribe th(~ir mineral characters, some of which I wish to have subjected to rigid assays.
In our route from Copper Harbor to L' Ance we examined more
minutely than we had hitherto. clone the alternations of the trap
and sandstone. At Bete-du-Gns Bay, where the Bohemian range
approaches the lake, we found that the trap, instead of beiug forced
through the layer of sandstone, as observed in the northern slope
of Keewenaw point, was protruded through a fissure in the sandstone, ti~ting it up and c~using an anticlinal axis. The bearing of
the stratified rocks here IS found to be northeast, and the dip 76'
to the southeast. A few miles further south the rock becomes
nearly horiz<?ntal, and be~ween that po~nt a~d L' Anoe it acquires a
a series of gentle undulatwns, so t·hat httle Importance was attach
ed to any of our observations, as to its bearing and inclination.
A we approached L' Ance its dip to the northwest becomes perceptible, until it is seen overlaying the slates unconformably.
These slates present a series of short folded axis, apparently having been subjected to one tlpheaYal prior and another subsequent
to the deposition of the sandstone. They present different characters at different points, passing from taleose into argillaceous, then
into hornblende schist, and finally into hornblende, in which all
traces of stratification disappear. A "bout 15 miles southeast of
L' Ance we found the granite protruding through these schists, and
running in a succession of ridges east and west, rising higher and
higher, until it attains an elevaticn of about 1,200 feet above the
, level of Lake Superior.
This was the highest point on our route
between the two great lakes·; on either side the dip of the rocks
was found to be reversed.
This was the second anticlinal axis
observed.
In township 48, ranges 30 and 31, we came to a chain of lakes which
lie in one of the longitudinal valleys, on the southern boundary of
the granite forming the pr~ncipal.-so~rce ?f the. Mi-chi-ga-mig, the
river we proposed descendmg to Its JUnctwn wtth the Menomonie.
Here we .Observed the order of succession in the strata, and they
were found to consist-1st. beds of quartz and feldspar, the former
predominating; 2d. hornblende, exhibiting lines of stratification;
.3d. specular oxide of iron.' asso.ciated. ":ith talcose and argillaceous
schists. From the mode 1rt whteh th1s uon occurs, there can be no
doubt of its being a continuation of that of Dead river, and for
richness and extent it surpassed all of my previous conceptions.
These beds will be found to occupy a district not less than 50 miles
in width, whilst their western limit has not been determined. I
will not at this time stop to describe all of the localities where it
bas been observed. The most remarkable bed which we saw occurs on the left bank of the Mi- chi- ga mjg river, probably on section 1 township 46, range 30. The hill, which attains an elevation
of 17S feet above the level of the river, is made· up of a mass of
nearly pure specular oxide of iron; for :34 ~eet. in heig?t it is covered by soil,, so as effe?tually to conceal 1t; It then nses a pe~· 
pendicular chff to t~e height of 113 feet. We walked across th1s
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hill for a hundred feet, until we came to the soil covered· by a heavy
growth of timber, without seeing its width. vVe scrambled along
the base of the cliff at least a quarter of a mile, without seeing its
beginning or its· end. About 40 feet from the escarpment of the
iron hill we observed a metamorphic rock; composed of rounded
particles of quartz and feldspar, with masses of ore intermingled like
the pebbles of the conglomerate. When we visited the rain was
descending in torrents, and the position of the sun in the heavens
was. a matter of conjecture. A compass was of no avail in determining the bearing, but when we reached the river we took an observation, and inferred that it was east and west. The dip was ascertained to be 85° inland. The lowest point where the iron was
observed similarly associated was in township 40, range 30, about
two miles east of twin falls, on the Menomonie, and forty miles
south of the locality described. This bed in places is exposed 100
feet in thickness, and can bet aced for a mile and a quarter on the
surface. Proceeding southerly; we next came to hornblende, destttute
of stratification and indicating our proximity to an igneous rock.
On section 5, township 45, t_ange 30, we found another range of
granite, bearing nearly cast and west, and occupying a width of
eight miles, succeeded by the hornblende schists, which had been
observed on the other side of the ridge. After passing these we
came to a limestone~ v~rying in color from a gray to a flesh color,
and beautifully marked by small seams or veins. It had all the
compactness necessary to constitute a good marble. It was first
observed on . section 27, township 44, range 31, and was found to
continue for more than a mile in width. It dipped south, being
south of the second anticlinial ?Xis. Occurring, as thi~ limestone
does, within the limits of the iron district, it will be invaluable as
a flux in the smelting of the ' ores, aside from its va]Ue as an ornamental stone.
In township 42, range 31, we found another granite ridge, parallel to the one last described, flanked on either side by mica sJate,
succeeded by ho r nblende slate, and then by talcose ~lat{}S, s;imilar
to those before described. Such seems to be the order of ,succession i'n all of th.e upheavals observed. We have reason to believe
that a repetitien of the Iimesto·ne above descril:>ed occurs not far
from where the Mus-Ros river enters the Menomonie, but the evidences on which that belief is founded will be given in the detailed
report.
.
The lower stratified rocks continue to the head of Sandy Portage.
Associated with them are veins, or perhaps more properly seams of
quartz, from some of which we procured copper pyrites-; but none
of these seams contained this ore in sufficient quantities to justify
mining operations. Specimens of the vein stones were procured in
order to test them for their rarer metals.
·
At Sandy Portage we met with ·a class of rocks differing alto·
gether in lithological .character from any hitherto observed on Lake
Superior. They belong to the older plutonic rocks, older than the
traps of Kewenaw point.
They appear under the fo~ms of porphyry, basalt, clinkstone and sieniteo It would be difficult to de~
11
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termine from hand specimens whether the last two forms belonged
to the hypogene or plutonic rocks. From the point last indicated
thi~ class of rocks extends nearly to the first rapids, above the big
bend in the Menomonie river. They must have first protuded
among the slates, and then denuded before the deposition of the
sandstone, for we find the slates intercalated among these igneous
rocks with a vertical inclination, whilst the sandstone· is seen rest~
ing horizontally, or nearly so, upon them. This sandstone was first
observed opposite Chippewa island. The greatest amount of dip
that I could obtain was 3° the southeast. As we descend the river
we find it gradually disappearing, and all traces of it are lost before
arriving at the Grand Rapids. It is made up of alternating layers
·of white and red bands, and the adhesi9n between the particles is
so slight that it opposes little resistance to the action of the elements. T!lis sandstone I am dispo]ed to regard as belor.ging to
the oldest palactozoic rocks, and as the equivalent of the sandstone
on the northern slope of the upper peninsula.
It occupies a
space of about twenty miles in width.
Resting conformably on this sandstone is a light gray limestone, containing occasionally geodes lined with cuptals of dog tooth spar aud quartz.
Fossils are sparingly distributed through it; in fact, the only evidences of organic remains observed were the stems or vertebral
columns of a ~mall encrinite. This rock, I predict, if exposed ~ver
a con,siderable ar,.ea, will .be found to contain lead. It was first
observed at the head of the Grand Rapids, and continues thence to
Green Bay, distant in a direct line ~bout 15 miles. This is the
most recent rock observed on the line ·of our proposed section.
Aside from the superficial deposite·s, after striking the fioetz or horizontal rocks, our examinations were attended with much difficulty. The country occupied by them appears to have been thoroughly abraded, and then covered with the mingled fragments of almost
every rock found Qn the northern peninsula, to the depth in many
pl•ees of a hundred feet. If we had had some apparatus, with
·hiel\ we c6uld haTe sounded the stream and brought ·up pertions
of its bed, we could have assigned the boundaries of these· rocks
more satisfactorily. We have collected specimens of the rocks,
illustrative of the geology of the region traversed; also samp;es of
the soil, to test its agricultural capacity. In this respect we have
been compelled to limit our collections, since they had to be
packed over long portages, on the backs of men, already worn
down by toil and privation.
The Mi-chi-ga mig and Menomonie abound in rapids and cascades,
many of which are extremely picturesque, and the country which
they traverse is studded with heavy groves of pine. Large quantities of logs are annually rafted down the Menomonie, and sawed in~o
lumber at the mouth of the riTer. Such is a brief synopsis of our
. observations. I shall proceed immediately, agr~eably to your instruction~, to make a detailed report on the geology of the region
described, accompanied by a section showing the order of superposition of the rocks; and should you deem it desirable, I am pr pared to extend it to the granite ridges on the Can da side, from.
ob~ervat" o.u~ made pr rio~s to zny connexi~u with the liU.l·vey. I
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have, also, some facts in my possession with regard to mines and
minerals of Kewenaw point, which I will incorporate into my
detailed report, if not inconsistent with your views.
I have collecte~ some facts with regard to the phenomena of
the sudden rise and fall in the waters of the lake, which I will also
lay before you.
With great respect, your obedient servant,

Dr. C. T. JAcKsoN,
TV. S. Geologist for t!te
Lake Superior land district.

L. W. FOSTER,
Assistant Geolog_ist.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

December 23, 1848-.
StR: I have the honor herewith to submit a communication from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, under the date of
the 20th instant, enclosing the annual report o.f the Surveyor Gen·eral of Louisiana, and accompanying- papers, and requesting that
the sa·me may be communicated to Congress, a:nd printul:as part
of the annual report of that office.
· I have the honor to be, very respectfu1ly, your obedient servant,
.
·
R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Hon. GEoRGE M. DALLAs,
Vice President of the U1tited States,

and President of the Senate.

L~ND OFFICE,
Decernber. 20, 1848.

GENERAL

StR: I have tlie holilor to submit,. herewith, the annual report of
the surveyor geueral of Louisiana, which bas just been received;.
and respectfully request that it may be communicated to Congress,
and printed as part of the annual repor of this office.
On examinmg this report, it is perceived that an appropriation
is asked for, at augmented rates, of $23,685, for the retracing of
erroneous and fraudulent surveys in Louisiana, exclusive of the
Greensburg district, to supply lost field notes, &c. No appropriation was asked for this service in the estimates from this office, for
the reasC1n, that I was not apprised of the expediency or necessity
for it, till th~ receipt of this report. Being satisfied, however, of
the propriaty of the measure, I respectfully recommend that the
Committee of Ways al\d Means be requested to insert an item in
the general appropriation bill, " For the correction of erroneous
and defectil"e suryeys, the location of private claims, &c., in LGluisiana, exclusive of the Greensburg di~trict, at augmented rates,.
$23~685."

With great respect, your obedient servant,
·
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner ..
Hon. R. J. WALKER,
Sec'tetary of the Treasury.

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF LOUISIANA.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's · OFFICE,

Donaldsonville, La., December 7, 1848.
SIR: Enc1osed herewith I have the honor to transmit, in triplicate, the following documents, showing the present condition and
the operations of this office since my last annual report, yiz.:
.

•
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A-Statement of liabilities under contracts and instructions.
B-Estio::ate of proposed surveys · during the year ending 30th
June, 1850.
·
C-Estimate of funds required for the service of the year ending
30th June, 1850.
D-Statement showing the condition of the appropriations for
the Greensburg District.
E-Tabular statement of contracts.
F-Statement of surveys returned to the general and local land
()ffices since November 22, 1847.
G-List of persons employed in this office.
H-List of deputy surveyors.
!-Triplicate maps ef Louisiana·.
I am awa.re that I am considerably behind my t'me in the transmission of my report and estimates, but the delay has been, to a
certain extent, occasioned by causes beyond my control. I was
desirous, pre\·ious to making this report, of causing a thoro ugh
.examination, by an experienced accountant, of all the accounts
.certified by me since taking charge of this office, .so that in refer-ring to the condition of the appropriations the exact balances could
be stated. I could not at once find a suitable person to undertake
the work; and when I did, it proveJ a much longer operation than
I had. anticipated. The object in view is, however, I believe,
fully effected, and the present statements show the exact financial
eondition of the affairs of 'l he office.
Should my report not arrive in season to be embodied with the
an nual report from the General Land Office, may I hope that it can
be sent in to Congress in an extra form 1
A reference to the statement of survt>ys returned will show an
in crease of work disposed of, on the amount of last year, of upwards of fifty per cent., ·without any corresponding increase of
.cler~ hire.
I have seen no occasion to change the views heretofore expressed in regard to the policy to be pursued in correcting the surveys executed in th~s State under the systrm of principal deputy
surveyors; in fact, the result 0f every field as well as office examination, has fully convincerl me that little short of an entire re·survey of all the defective townships will enable th~ government
nnally to quie,t and dispose of the titles to lands, held either under
the former government of the country, or purchased from the
United States.
Much embarrassment and frequent delays occur in the examination of corrective surveys, with regard to the validity and location
of private claims, from the want of the evidence on which they
were confirmed; this may be partially remedied by your instructions of the 5th October la.st, authorizing the procuring transcripts
of evidence from the local offices; but I would respectfully suggest, as this office is called upon to decide in all ca~es, (except
those of conflictio1.1s,) that it should be made keeper of the records,
and that a law be proposed to Congress requiring the transfer of
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all records and aocuments relating . to private land claims to the
office of the surveyor general.
These records, as I am credibly informed, with the exc-eption of
those in the New Orleans office, consist principally of bundles
of papers, without oraer or classification; and I have no doubt
their transfer to this office would not only tend to their preservation, but would expedite in a Yery considerable degree the public
business.
In cases of confliction, it could be made the duty of the surveyor
general to send the register and receiver complet-e transcripts of
the evidence in each ease.
The tabular statement of contracts shows a considerable amount
of surveys returned to this office not disposed of; much of this is
in a state of forwardness, and will be shortly sent up.
The surveys under contract are actively progressing in all sections of the State, and, so far as I can learn, are giving satisfaction to the citizens.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. T. LANDRY,

Surveyor General, Louisiana.
M .. YouNG, Esq.,
Commiss'ioner General Land Office, Washington city.

RICHARD
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]:vorthweste?·n.·

.....

I I

·-

Q)
""'
p.

l.J

Southwestern.

"

0

'§

Q)
""'

~

P.

~

,.0

"""'
00

346 .4&8

1·········· ..
480 00

3,060 00

I

I

Henry Washington .. Dec.l'J, 18471 -s urveys in progresi.

1 , 224 00 \ W. J. McCulloh ..•
1

1.356 00

·1 Jan.

7, 18481 Surveys in progress.

Aaron Vandorn •••.. Feb. 15, 1843

Surveys in progress •

.

-~

~
~

0
0
~

z?
'""""
~

23 n, r 12 e; t 16 and 17 n1 r
8 e.

Southeastern.
Fractional surveys in township
r 1 e, and t 9, r 2 c.
Township 9 s, r 13 e; t 11 and 12
s, r 15 e, west of the .Mississippi
river ; and 12 townshtps east of
the Mississippi.

60 00

E. D. Richan]son ...

8,000 00
1

Township 5, r 9 e; t 5, r 10 e; t
5) r 11 e ; and parts of t 4 and 6,
r 10 e.
Township 11, r 8 e, east of the
Mississippi.
Township 14 s, r 14 e .•...•.•....

405

5&8

50

8

25

Townships 12 and 13 s, r 19 e ••••. .
Township 16 s, r 13 e ........... , I

I

I• • • • • • • • • • • •

1............. 1.

8 ...•...•....

.····••. •·.'I
, • • .. . • • . • • .

3 , 000 00

Andrew Crawford ..• \ Oct. 28, 1842

400 00 I Somuel Perin, jr .•. ·1 Dec. 4, 1845
200 00

840 00
200 00

I

-------680 00

Diagrams to be prepared and se~t up.
Town 9 south, range 13 east., and
townships 11 and 12 south, range
15 east, require corrections, which
a surveyor is now engaged. in making ; the remainder for the most
part cannot be sent up until the re·
suits of a field examination in regard to discrepancies with former
survtlys is known.
,
Surveys returned and examined ; maps
to be prepared.

Map pre\)ared f9r return ;· waiting
further 111struct10ns.
J. Claxton Taylor ..• Dec. 31, 1846, Sut·veys returned and examined ; diaJan. 28, 1847,
gram to be prepared.
and Feb. 16,
1848 .
Samuel Perin, jr .••. , July 17, 1848
J. K. Gourdain... .. • Oct. 18 1 '1848 Surveys in progress.

trj
~

~

0
~

~
~

~

~

Less amount paid as above to
Walsh & Campbell and H. 0.
Terrell ......................... ........ .
Total liabilities ... , ,,, •••...

""""
$

170

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

A.-Statement showing the liabilities of the Surveyor General's office at Donaldsonville-Continued.
Condition of appropriations.

:Balance to the credit of this office under all appropriations
other than taoae fer the Greensburg district, June 26, 1847
Apportionment under act of March 3, 1847, for the survey
k. of the public lands, per Commissioner's letter of April
26, 1847 ••••• ~·...... . • . • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
9 ,00~ 00
Appropriation, per act of 12th August, 1848, for the location of !Jrivate claims and 'eorrection of surveys, ext'!lnsive of the Greensburg distrirt........................ . .. .. •• • .. .. ..

$36,403 11

14,230 00.
__________ ,____________

Amount of surveyors' accounts ~erti.fied and sent to the
General LlUld Office for settlement, and sent surveyor
general on his requisition, since June 26, 1847: •••••••.•.

20 ,108 93

70,633 11

1,082 00

• 36,211 97

34:421 14
From this sum deduct the amount of liabilities as above, at
$4 per mile, $680....................................
680 00
And the balance should be carried (if practicable) to the
credit of the appropriations for surveys, at augmented
rates .• ••••.•••••.•.• · ••• • •• •••··•••• • • • • • · • · • • • · • • • • · • • • • • • · • • · · · ·

18,346 93

680 00

52,768 07

Deduct amount of liabilities, as above .................. . .

38,809 05
680 00 ,_________
,_____________
_

13,959 02

:Balance for future contracts .•••• ·........................ ..... ........ .

.flpportionments from the general appropriations for the survey of
the public lands for the incidental expenses of the Surveyor General's office.

:Balance, as per Commissioner's statement of June 26, 1847............ ...
Apportionment for incidental expenses under act of 12th Auiust, 1844, per
Commissioner 's letter of September 1, 1848........... .. .. .. • .. .. • .. • ..

$1 .517 50

Amount sent surveyor general on his requisitions, since June 26, 1847..•.•••

1,132 23

:Balance for the incidental e.xpenses of the current year . •••.........•.•••.

1,417 27

1,032 00

---2,549 50

SuRVEYOR GENER.AL 1s OFFICE,

Donaldsonville, Lo<dsian(J,., Dccembe·r 6, 1848.

-====

P . T. LANDRY,
Surveyor General, Lo-u 'siana.

B.
Estimates for proposed surveys in the district of Louisiana for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850.

I

Number' Price Augmented
ofmiles. per
rates.
mile.

Land districts and proposed surveys.

Remarks.

North of Red river.
Township 1 n, r 3 e ........................ ,
Township 18 n, r 3 e, 120 mtlcs; t 19 n, 1· 3
e, 90 miles; t .20 n, r 3 e, 85 miles; t 18 n ,
r 4 e, toO miles; t 19 n, r 4 e, 100 miles; t
20 n, r 4 e, 100 miles.

Northwestern.
Township .21 n, r 13 w ......••..•.•...
Township 6 n, r 6 w, 20 miles; t 11 n, r 9. w,
40 miles.

!•···i

i51 $8
595
8

~
~

t:;
661

6

60

8

396

oo I

480 00

I Corrective surveys and

location of private claims.

0
~

~

9
.......

Southwestern.
Town.ship 15 s, r 11 and 12 e, north of Grand
lake.
Townships 3, 4, an~ 5 s, r 12 w; t 4; 5: and 6
s, r 13 w.
··
Township 2 s, r 1 o, 70 miles; t 3 s, r 1 o,
100 miles; t 4 s, r 1 e, 70 miles; t 6 s, r 1
e, 75 miles; t 6 s, r 1 e, 80 miles; t 7 s, r 1
e, 75 miles; t8 s, r 1 e, 75 miles.; t 9 s, r 1
e, 75 miles; t 2 s, r 2 e, 80 miles; t 3, 4,
and 5 s, r 2 e, 80 miles each; t 1 s, r 3 e,
25 miles; t 2 s, r 3 e, 60 miles; t 4 s, r 3 e,
150 milei; t 5 s, r 3 e, 175 miles.
Township 1 n, r 7 e, 70 miles, meanders of
Bayou de Glaizes, 146 miles.
'fownship 14 s, r 8 e ............ ,, ..... ,,...

I

40

8

150
,
1,350

8

320 00 I Original ~uneys.

~

Do.

8

Re-surveys of old defective work, amounting, in most instances, to an entire
re-survey.

2161

8

1, 728 00

25

8

200 00

I Ordered by commiss~oner's instructions. of 27th January and June 10, 1848.
Detached portions of land neglected in former surveys.

~

-.}

~·

(oM

~

I

w

I

Number Price Augmented
ofmiles. per · rates.
mile.

Land districts and proposed surveys.

Remarks.

SoutheasteTn, west of lriississippi river.
Township 3 s, r 8 e •.••••••••.••••••..•••.
Township 15 s 1 r 13 e •.•••..••.•...• , •••.•.
Township 12 s, r 20 e, 20 miles; t 13 s, r 20
o, 90 miles; t 6 s, r 9 e, 70 miles.
Township 14, r 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22; t 15
and 16 s, r 20 and 21; t 16 s, r 18 e; t 18 s,
1· 16 e.
"
Townships 13 and 14 s, r 23, 24, and 25 e.,.,
To\vnsbip 20 s, r 18 e ..........••. , ••.•.••.

60
35
180

$8
8
8

$480 00
280 00
1,440 00

T.ocation of claims not het·etofore surveyed, and correetion of old surveys.
Traverse of l'!treams to define the limits of land diatricts.
No field notes on file: these surveys required to replace them.

660

8

5,280 00

Original survey$ of back lands near the Mississippi and Bayou Lafourche.

200
100

Township 11 s, r 2 e .........•..•..••.•....
Township 12 s, r 4 e, 80 miles; t 11 s, r 5 e,
30 miles; t 12 s, r 5 e, 30 miles.
Township 12 s, r 8 e, 20 miles; t 11 s, r 9 e,
20 miles ; t 12 s, r 9 e, 40 miles; t 12 s, r
10 e, 60 miles.
Township 12 s, r 11 e .................... ..
Tow,pships 15 and 16, r 13 e; t 16 and 17, r
14 e ; t 17 and 18, r 1& e; t 18 and 19, r 16
e; t l9 , r 17 e.

Amount required to be appropriated ...
SURVEYOR GENERAL' s 0F:FICE,

1,600 00
800 00

Correction of old surveys and location of claims.
Re-surveys. See surveyor general's letter of September 18, 1847.

l

Southeastern, east of Mississippi river.

Balance as per statement A ..........

8
8

10
140

8
8

80 00
1 , 120 00

Location of claims and correction of old surveys.
No field notes. Surveys necessary to replace them.

140

8

1,120 00

New sm·veys, correction .o f old surveys, and location of claims not heretofore
.surveyed.

120
500

8
8

960 00
4,000 00

(The New Orleans township.) Complete survey required.
Re-survey, 1f found necessary after a field examination.

·I· ........ ,... ·I

·I· .. .'.... ,,,.,·I

37,644 00
13 ,9o9 00
23,685

~

~

00

Donaldspnville, La., December 6, 1848.

P. T. LANDRY, Surveyor General, Louisiana.

t:;
0
~

z
~

~

~

Ex. Doc. No. 12.

173·

c.
Estimate of funds . required to be appropriated for surveys in Louis·iana, compensation of surt'eyor general, clerks, and contingent expenses of surveyor general's office, for tlte fiscal year ending June

30, 1850.
Amount.

For proposed surveys in the four oth'er districts, per
statement B .••••••••••••••...••••••••••••••.•.

Augmented
rates.

Totals.

$23 '685 00 $23 '685 00>

Compensation of surveyor general a'lld clerks.
Salary of surveyor general ••••••••••••••••••• ·••••.
Salaries of regular clerks • . ••••••••••• •• ••••••••••
Salaries of clerks to be employed in the current busi·
ness of the office, examiniFJg, calculating, and protracting surveyors' returns, abstract of private land
claims, and in classifying and preparing documents
in reference to proposed rf>.surveys, required to be
sent up previous to contracting therefor .••••••••.
Salary of dranghtsman, to examine and reprotract
old work, and to prepare instniCtions for the correction of same, when neeessary. '• •..•...••••.••.
Salary of draughtsman, to be employed in copying
maps and dtagrams, for transmi~sion to the gene·
ral and local offices .•••••••••••••••••...•.•••.•

$2,COO 00
2,600 00

4,700 00
1,500 00
1,200 00

FoT contingent expenses.
Rent of rooms for surveyor gencrai's office •••••••••.
Stationery, furniture, and postage .•• , •.•.••.•.•••.
Fuel •..•••••. , .•.•.•••••• ,, ••.• ,.,.,.,,.,,,.:., •.
Servant's hire .•••••••••• , •.••••••••••••••• : •••••

400 00
500 00
36 00
96 00

1 ,032 00·

Total appropriations required • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • 36,897

Cll!

SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFF ICE,

Donaldsonville, Loui$iana,.December 61 1848 .

P. T. LANDRY,
St~rvcyor Gene1'a1 •.

D.

~

-:t

Statement showing the condition of the surveys, and appropriations therefor, in the Greensburg district, La.

~

Liabilities of the Surveyo1·. G1neral'• Office, for survey& now under contract .

...
.:1

...c
s
:::

Date of contracts.

Surveyors' names.

Contents of contracts.

.

'§

~s

C)

s

C)

'"Cj;;::l

al.,_

....

0

<ll

-----1

11-------~------

Dec, 23, 18441 Walsh & Bates ...... Township 2, r 1 e , 35 miles; t 3, r 1, e, 16
' miles; t 4, r 1 e, 15 miles; t 5, r I e, 26
miles; t 3, r I w, 20 miles; t 4 1 r 1 w, 30
mile5; t 5, r 1 w, 25 miles; t 2, r 2 w, 20
miles; t 3, r 2 w, 16 ailes; t 2, r 3 w, 50
miles.
Township 2, r .( w, 29 miles; t 2, r 5 w, 65
miles; t 3, r 3 w, 30 miles; t 8, r 4 w, 40
miles; t 4, r 2 w, 53 miles; t 5, r 2 w, 25
miles.
Jan. 20, 18451 A. G. Thorn .•.••••. To,vnship 2, r 3 e .•..•..•.•.•••.••••....
Aug. 1, 1845 Silas Taylor ....... . Township 4, r 12 e, 70 miles; t 5 1 r 12 e,
35 miles; t 5, r 13 e, 60 miles.
Dec.

Oct.

1, 18461 J . C. Taylor ••..•••• Township 7, r 1 e, iO miles; t 8, r I e, 45
miles; t 7, r 2 e, 65 miles; t 8, r 8 e, 40
miles; t 9, r 8 o, 10 miles: t 8, r 9 e> 60
miles; t 9, r 9 e, 20 miles; t 7, r I w, 90
miles; t 8, r 1 w, 30 mile!.
25, 1847 J Silas Taylor ....•••• To~nship 1, r 8 e, 40 mil~s; t 1, r 9 e, 60
mtles; t 1, r 11 e, 20 m1les; t 1, r 12 e,
30 miles; t 1, r J3. e 1 30 miles; t 1, r 14
e, 100 miles.

~

"' !l)
rn

~

,..

p,

.~

~

--- --252

~

:::
0
8
a;l

Remarks.

~

0
E-1

~
~

t;!

$6

0
~

~

242

8

1,936 00

50
165

6
8

300 00
1,320 00

410

8

3,280 00

The sur10eys in this contract have not yet
been returned to this office. The surveyors have been allowed until December 23 1
1848, to complete their returns.
Notes returned, lmt not yet fully examined.
Townships 4 and 5, range 12 east, returned,
but not yet finally examined. Time ex·
tended until January 1, 1849.
Time for completing these townships has
been extended to March 1, 184.9.

Time for completing these townships has
been extended to December 25, 1848. .

?

~

~

8, 1847 1 Joseph 'l'l'oskolawslri. ! Township 1 r 3 e, 20 milos; t 1, r 5 e, 90
miles; t 1, r 6 e, 50 miles; t 1, r 7 e, 90
miles.

250

8

2,000 00

Nov. 17 1 1847 j C. J. Cabell •••••••. j Township 2, r 5 e, 90 miles; t 2, r 6 e, 50
miles; t 2 1 r 7 e, 80 miles; t 3, 1· 7 e, 86
miles.

300

8

2,400 00

Nov.

Township 1, ranges 5 and 6 east, returned,
but not finally examined . Time for completin" these townships has been extended until Janua1·y 1, 1849.
Field notes all returned, but have not yet
been finally examined.

14,988 00
The amounts in JWalsh & Bates's contract are taken from the ol\iginal estimates; but they should
be doubled . -therefor~ add ••••••...••••.••• , •.....••..•••••• , , ••• , , ..• , •••••••••••• ,
Total amount of liabilities ••.•..••••.•..•. , • ·'•....

3,448 00

-----18,433 00

~

APPROPRIATIONS.

Appropriation of June 17, 1844, ••••• , •••••••••• , ••••••••••••
Do
March 3, 11!45 •• , ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••
Do
August 10, 1846 ••••• ~· ••• , ••• , •••••.•.•••••

Expenditure~ unde~· all the above appropri~tions, viz:
Surveyors' accounts sent up and settled. , .••••.•...•.•.•••...•
Accounts of Williams, Brent, Vanzandt, Troskolawski, Burr, anJ
Connelly, sent ap, which do not appear to have been disposed of
Surveyor general's rljquisitions •• , ••••••• , •.••.••••••••..•••••

~

24,925 18

?

0
~

z

2,069 26
5,240 80

Jo-ol

!~

32 .235 24

Available balance to this date.,,.........................

33,294 76

Deduat amount of liabilities, as above .••••••••••...••••• ,.

18,433 00

.Available

SVRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

~

$33,480 00
11,650 00
20,400 00

Donaldson11ille, La.,

balt\ne'-e for future

D~cember

6, 1848.

contracts .•••••.•.•••••• ,.....

14,861 76

===
P. T. LANDRY, Surveyor General.

1-l
-l
~

E.-Tabula1· statem.ent of surveying contracts in the district of Louisiana.

1-'

-·

0")
~
0

Date.

Contractors.

Districts,

.!£
·a...

EJf'piration of
coptraet!i.

Q;)

s:l.

f

Q;)

-~

p:;

-------------1----------Nov. 20, 1840 I H. 0. Terrell •••••••

C)

.......
OJ!1

Remarka.

VJ C)
....~

c ...

;::! ....

0

~

I

Nov. 23, 1840

Oct.

3, 1842

I John H. Dickerson ..

Richardson &. Powell Southeafltern ..••. July

5,000
1,104

1' 1846

...

Oct.

7, 1842

Walsh & Campbell .. Southwestern •• , , • July 31, 1843

Oct. 28, 1842

Andrew Crawford .. Southeastern . ••••• Jan.

Dec. 23, 1844

Walsh & :Bates .•••. Greensburg .•••••• Aug. 11 1845

Jnn. 20, 1845

..n. G. Thorn .•••••. .••••• do •.•.•••••. Jan.

~ug.

Silas Taylor •••••••. • ••••• do ••.••••.•• Aug. l, 1846

~' 1845

11 !843

{ 252

242
1' 1845

4165
345

8
5&8

3,384
1:380

:~

3,448

6

~,500

8

2,760

Fteld examination had, and surveys oft 3 s, ·
r 3 e; t 5 and 6 s, r 4 e, reported correct
in the field; furthet· surveys required in t
6 s, r 4 e. Acceunt for t 5 s, r 4 e,
amounting to $1,514 17, sent up.
Field notes returned, but require much cor.
rection. Dickerson refuses to do it. See
accounts in 1st quarter 1843, and 1st quar.
ter 1844, for $8,385 42. Dickerson ad.
mits the receipt of $4,132.
14,958 60 Contract cancelled .
2,026 21 ( Contract cancelleu: with the exception of
I t10and11s,r3and4e;tJOs,r4e,
~
only r.eturned. See voucher No. 2, Jst
'·
I quarter 1844 ; augmented . rates for
l amount advanced.
. . • • • . . . . . Returns examined and found correct; maps
to be made.
No returns whatever. Contractors allow.
ed to 23d December, 1848, to complele
ti.J.em.
1,999 801 Notes all returned; t 2, r 3 e, not yet finally
examined.
Notes all retllrned except t 5, r 13 e; t 4, 6,
and 7, r 11 e, completed and sent up; t 4
and 5, r 12 e, not yet finally examined.
Time extended to lst January, 1849.

1

.

J

~

tr.j
>1
•

c;
0

~

•
~

0
•

~
~

•

Dec.

1,1846

Oct. 25,
J-&Nov.
~

1

J. C. Taylor •••••••. , .•••. .. do ......... o~ Dec.

18471 Silas Taylor ......

8, 1847

·t . . .

do .. " .. · : ..

I!

Jan.

Joseph Troskolawsk1 .••••• do ..••.•.• • • July

A11rt.

I Henry Washincton .. I North of Red l'iv~r I nP~.

7. 1848 r W ..T. Mr>Clnllnh .... I

Jan. 28, 1848

I

uly

11 1848

I
)

Nov. I7, 1847j· c. J. Cabell ... :;:.... l...... do .......... f
Dec. 15, 1847

1, 1847 ....... r 7 &

...ln

l T--

I A.

1, 1848

1

280
350

s1

I ·:··1

l, 1848 I1 450 f · 8:.
15, 18481

600

I, 1849 :1 s6o

l

6

I

6

3,833

I
2,240 ,
2,800

I

a.6oo

I

2.16o

1, 1848 '

150

8

1,200

1, 1848

125

8

1,000

Feb. 15, 1848

Aaron Vandorn .•.• . North of Red river Dec.

I, 1848

. ~ 120

John Boyd ....•.•••• Southwestern .•.•. July
A . J... Fields ...••••. . • . . • . do .••.•••... Dec.
G. S. Walmsleyr .... N ortbwes tern ••.•• Jan.
Samuel Perin, jr ..... Southeastern .••••• Jan.

1' 1848
r, 1848

:~

3,024

Mar. 1, 1848
Mar. 11, 1848
May 30, 1848
.July 17, 1848

SURVEYOR

GENERAL's

OFFicE,

1, 1849

2~5
140

Donaldsonville. Louisiana, December 6, 1848.

8
8

:~

6

I

Lt3.6oo I

G. Phelps ....... 1 Parts in SW., NW. July
and north of Red
river.
Feb. 14, 1848 I George W. Morse •.. 1 Northwestern ••••. July

424
60
485
I, 1849 ~ ~0

2,481 671 Townships 4 and 7, r 8 e, t 4) r 9 e, t 7 and
8, r 10 e, completed and sent up. Township 7, r 1 and 2 c, t 8, r 1 e, t 7 and 8, r
1 w, t "K and 9, r 8 e, t 8 and 9, r 9 e, not
~8',-;.'."d. T:me extended to ht Much,
.•••• , .• , • Surveys not yet returned. Time extended
to the 25th December, 1848.
. . . . • • • • • • Township 1, r 4 e, completed and sent np.
Township 1, r 5 and 6 e, returned, not
finally examined. Township 1, r 3 e, and
t 1, r 7 e, not yet r'eturned. Time ex· 1 tended to the 1st January, 1849.
I.618 61 Returns compJete. Township 3, r 5 and 6
e, sent up. Tc;wnship 2, r 5 and 6 ~, t 2
J and 3, r 7 e, not yet finally examined.
563 39 Township 15 n, r 2 e, and t 13 n, r 3 e,
complete and sent up. The balance of the
contract not yet rettirnetl. Time extendj ed six months, from 1st December, 1848.
1,661 12 Townships 16 ami 17 n, r 2 e, and t 16 n,
r 4 e, complete and sent up, for the halance of the contract. Time extended to
1st July, 1849.
Township 5 n, r 3 w, returned not examined. Tim ~ extended to 1st December,
1848.
Surveys reported as completed in the field,
J.l
I
bub no retqrns.
~Township 19 n, r 10 e, t 20 n, r 11 e,
778 55
complete and sent up. Township 21
n, r 11 e, returned.
Returns complete; map to prepare.

1

480
3,880

I

'~

I

·t;
,.o

··········

..
..........

·~

i . _;

~

~

,o

~'. 7

-I-'

·~

··········

2,200
840

..

"~

P. T. LANDRY, Surveyor General, La.

.....

.~
·~

F.

-t

"'00
""'

Tabular statement of surveys returned to the General Land Office and to the local !and offices since Nov. 22, 1847.
Registers' offices.
District.

3 , •.•••••••.. ·~. ••.

2 east .•••••.••••••

3 ..•••.•.••..• ,...

2 east............. Greensburg .•••••••.•• Correctional surveys.
do
do •••••••••.....••..• do ...••••••••.•.
do
do .•••••••••• , •..•••• do •••••••.••••••
do
do .•.••••..•••..••• , .do •••••••••••.•.
do
11 .. do ••.••••••••••.•••.• do •••••••••••••.
do
4 .• do •••.•••.•••••.••••• do, ••••..•••••••
rio
2 .. do ..•.•.•••.••..••••• do .•••••.•••..•.
do
11 .. do .•••••••••••..••••• do ..•.. ·.... , .•. ,
do
6.. do .•••••••••••••••••• do .•••••••••••••
do
do .•••••.•••••..••••• do ••.••••.••••..
do
11 .. do .•••••.•••••..••••• do .•.•••••.•••••
do
4 .. do .•••••••••.•..••••• do •••••••••••••
do
do
· ••• ••• • •• • • • •• · • ••• · ••• • •• • •• ••· • · • •• • · · ·
• • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · ••••••••••• Private claims .
13 east . . .. • . . • • • • • • ~outheastern ......... . East of tbe Mississiphi.
18 .• do .•.....•.•.••.••••• do ..•••••••••••.
do
18 .• do .•••...••••••.••••• do .....•••••••••
do
19 .. do .••••••.••••..••••• do .•••.••...•...
do
19 .• do .•.•••••...••••••.• do .••.••.•..••••
do
20 .• do .••••••••••••...... do .•••.••••.....
do
20 .• do .....•••.•..•.•••.• do .•••..••.•••••
do
19 .. do .••••••••••••.••••• do •••••••••••••.
do
19 .. do ••••••••••.••.••••• do .•••••••••.•.•
do
19 .. do .••••••..••••.••••• do .•••••..•••••.
do
20 .• do .••••••••••••.••.•• do .•.•••.••.••••
do
2~ .. do .•••••••••••...•..• do .•••••••.•.••.
do
do
21 •• do ••••••••••••••••••• do •••••••••• ~ •••

2............. .. . . . 4.. do ..•••••.•..•• 2................. 4.. do .••••••••• , ••.•..•. do •••..•.••••.•.

4....... .... .. .. . . . 8.. do .•••.•.••..•.
7 ...•..•....••••••. 8 .. do .•..•••••.•••
4...... •• • • .. . . .• • • 9 .. do .....•.•••.•.
4.................. 11 .. do .••.•••••.••.
4. .•••••. ••.••••••. 4 .. d.o •••••••••••••
2. .... .. ...•..•.. .. 2.. do .•.••..•••...
6 ...•.• ·••••.••••••• 11 .. do .•.••.•• ·•.••.
3. •• • • • • ••• • •• • • •••
6 .• do ..••.••.••.••
3..... •. .•.•.. ... . . 5 .. do .••••••••••••
7 ••••••.••••••••••• 11. .do .••.•••••••••
1 •...••.•••• ~...... 4 .. do .•••••..•••••
22 diagrams . . • . • • . . . . •••••..••.•.•......

. ......·'· .............................. .

12 sonth • • • • • • • . • • • .
14 .• do .•• ~ ••....••..
J5 .. do .••• ; ..•.•••••
1I •• do .••••••.•.•.•.
15·.• do..............
10•• do •.•.••••.• • •..
11.. do •.•••.. • • • • • • •
12 .• do ••••••••... •··
13.. do..............
14.• do..............
14.. do ••••••••••••••
12.• do ••••••••••.•••
l~ •• do ••••••••••••••

13 east ............ .
18 .• do ...•••.••••••
18 .• do .•.••..•••...
19 .. do .••••••...•••
19 .. do ..••••••...••
20 .• do .•..•••••..••
20 .. do .••••••.•••••
19 .• do .....••.•.••.
19 .. do ....••••••••.
19 .. do ..•••••••..•.
20 .. do .•••••••••.•.
20 .• do .••.•••••..•.
21..do, ••••••••• ,,.

4................. 8..
7................. 8..
4................. 9..
4.................
4: •. ,.............
2...... .. . . . . •. . . .
6 .•.........•... ,.

3.......... .. . . . . .

3................. 5..

7 •••••••••••••••••
1... .•. • . . . • . . •••.
1 diagram .••••.••.
52 separato plats... •
12 south............
14 .• do.............
15 .• do.............
11 .• do .•.• ,........
15 .• do .••.•••.•.•.•
10 .• do ...••.•••••••
11..do .••.••••• ~ •••
12.. do .••.•••••••.•
13 .• do.............
14.. do .••••.•••••••
14 .. do.,...........
12 .• do .•.••••••.•..
12 .• do,.,..........

Remarks.

t_:!:j
~

t:;
0

~

~

?

1-'

~

13 .. do •••••••..•..•. 20 .. do ...•••.••..•.
12.. do..............
7:. do ..••..•..••..
ll..do........ ... ... 7 .. do ...••••••.•..

16 .. do .•••..••.••••• 16 .. do .••..••.••.•.
lo .• Jo .•••••..•..••• 15 .• do .••...••••••.
15 .• do. . . • • • . • • . • • . • 17 .• do •.•.••••••.•.
16 . • do .•••••.•.•.•.. 17 .• do ....•••••••••
16.. do •..•...•..•••• 18 .. do ...••.•••..•.
15 .• do.............. 16 .• do .••••••••••••
15 .. do.............. 15 .. do .•..••••••.••
17 .• do ••••.••••••••. ln.,. do .••••••••••.•
17 .• do. • • • • . • • . • • • . • 11 . • do ....••..••.•.
18 .• do.............. 11•• do .•••••• : •••••
18 . • do •••..••••••••• 18 .• do .••.•..•.•.•.
10 diagrams .••.•.•.•••••• , •••••••..••••.
1 north.. • . • • • • • • • • • 2 east ·....••••••..•
1.. do.............. 3.. do .•.. • •.•.•.•.
10 south.............
9 .. do ..•••••••..•.
12 .• do..............
3 .• do ...•..•••...•
12 .• do..............
4 .• do .••••••••.••.
13 .• do........ .•• ...
3 .• do .••••.•••....
14 .. do..............
3 .. do .••••.••.••••
13 .• do..............
6 .• do .•.••••••••••
13 .. do ••••••• , • • • • • 7 .• do .••••••••••••
14 .. do..............
7 . • do. 1 • • • • • • • • • • •
15 .• do .•.• ·•• • • • • • • • • 9 •• do .••••.•.•••••
3 diagrams .•.••••••••••••••••••••••••..
••••••"••••••••••••••!••••••••••••••••••••

18 nCirth .••••••.•.•.•
18 •• do ...••..••••••.
17 .• do .••••••.••••.•
11 .• do •••••.••••••••
19 .• do •••••••••••.••
20 .• do ••.•••••••.•••

11 east ...••••.•••••
10 .• do .••••••••••••
11.. do .•••.••••••••
10 •• do .•••••••.•_•••

13 .. do . ............
12 .• do. ............
11 .• do.............
16 .. do ..•••.•••.••.
16 .• do. . . . . • • • • • . • .
15 .. do ............
16 .• do ..•.•••••••••
16 .• do .•.••••••..•.
15 .• do .•••••• , ••••.
15 .. do .,,, ..•. ,,.,.
17 .. do ••••• ,.......

20 .• do •••••.••• J ••• •••••• do ..••••.••.•...
7 .• do . . ••••••.•••..••••• do •••••.•• , •••..
7 .• do ••••.•••••••..••••• do ..••.••••••••.
16 .• do .•••••..•••••.••... do ••.••..••••••.
15.• do ..•••••••••.••.••.• do .••• , ••.••••..
17 .. do ................... do •.••••.•• ••••,
17 •• do .•••..••••••..•.... do ••••••••.••••.
18 .• do ..•.••••.•.•. . •••.• do .•.••.....•••.

16 .• do .••••••.••.••.••••• do •• : ••••••••••.
15 .. do .•••• ,, ••• , •.•••••• do., •• , •• ,,,, .•.
16 .• do ••••••••••••...••.• do •.•••.•••••••.
11•• do............. 17 .• do .••••••.••.•..•••.. do .•••• , •. •"• •.••
18 .do . . •.•.••••••. 17 .• do .•••••••••.••••.•.• do••••.•••••••••.
18 .• uo ...•.•••.••.. 18 .• do .•.•.•.•.•••..••••• do ••••••.•••..•.
11 diagrams . ...•.•.••••••••••••••.••.••...••••••••••••••••••.
3 separate plats. • . . • •.•...••••••.•••••.•••....•.....•.•••••.
1 north............ 2 east . . • . • • • • • • • . . South\vestern .•••••.•.
l.. do.............
3 .. do, ..•..•••••.•.••.•• do •••.•.•.••.••.
10 sc,uth............ 9 .• do .•••• , •••••••.••••• do, ••••••••••••.
12 .. do ...••• ; ••.... 3 .• do ..••••••••••...••.. do •...•.••••••••
12.. do... . ......... 4 .. do .•.••..•••••..•••. ,do .•.••••.•••••.
13 .• do............. 3 .. do .••••••••••••..•... do .•••.•••••••• ,
14.• do............. 3 •• do •••••••••••• , •••• , .do .•••••••••.. ,:
13 .• do.. •••• ••• . ... 6 .. do ...••••••••..•••.•• do •••••••.•••••.
13 .• do.. . .......... 1:. do ••••••••••••••••••• do •••••••..•..•.
14 .. do . • ..••.••.•• , 7 .. do •••••••.•••••..•..• do ••••.••••••••.
15 .. .do.......... ... 9 .• do •••••••••••••.•.•.• do ••..••••••.••.
3 d1agrams . .••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••.••.••.••••••••••••••.
14 separate plats ..•..••• , ••••.••••. , ••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••
18 north ........ ,... 11 east ........... . .. North of Red river ... .
18 .• do •.•••••.•.••• 10.• do .•••• : •••••••••••••
11 . • do .•.•••.•••••. 11 •. do ••••••••••••.••.••• ao •••••••••••••.
17 .• do .•••••••••••• 10 •• do ................... do .•••••••.••••.
19 .• do............. 11 .• do ...•.••••••••••••• ,do ••••••••••••••
20 •• do .•••••••••••. 11 .• do ••••••.••••...••••. do .••••.•• , ••••.
19 .. do .••.•.•••.••• 10 .• do •.••••••••••.••.•. ,do •••••••••••••.
13 .• dG~ • • •• ,........ 3 .. do ••••••••••• , ••••••• do •••••••••••••.
15 .. do ..•••• , •••• ,. 2 .• do ••••••••••••..••••• do ••••• , .••••••.
16 .. do. . ........... 2 .• do., ••••••••• , •••••.• do ••••••••••••••
16 .• do............. 4 .• do ...••..•••••..••... do ••••••.••• , ••.

11.. do .••.•••••••••
11 •• do ..•••••••••••
19. ,dQ ••••••••••• ! •• 10•• do......... . •.
13 .. do .••••••.•••••• 3 .• do .•.•••..••.•.
15 •• do •••.•••••••••• 2 .• tlo .••••••••••••
16 .• do ••••••••••..••
2.. do .•••••••••.••
4 •• do .••••••.•••••
16 .• do •••••.••••••••
17.• do •••••••••••••• 2 .• do,, ••••••••••• 17•. do • ••••• , •• , • • •

ao , ........... .

2 .• do, •••••••••• , • • , • , •• do, , •• , •••••••••

do
do.
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
Location of claims and subdivisiom;.
Private claims .
Correctional surveys.
do
Original surveys.
Correctional surveys.
do
do
do
Fractional.
do
do
do
Location of claims.
Private claims.
Original surveys.
do
do
do
do
do
do
Resurveys of fraudulent work.
do
ao
do
do
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F.--Tabula'l' statement of surveys returned-Continued.

0
Remarks.
Town$hip.
6 diagrams .•••••.•• 1••••••••••• :
• •" •" e • "•" e e • e e
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10 north.,...... • • • • • T west ..••.•••••..
6 .. do.............. 5 .. do ..••••...•••.
7 .• do.............. 7 .. do ..•.••••.••••
6 .. do .••••••••• ~ ••. 4 .. do, •..•..•.•.•.
8 •• do.............. 7 .• do ..••••••.•••.
5 diagrams ••...•...•.••••.••.•• • •.· • • • · ·

6 diagran1s.. . . • . . • • • •••••••••••••.••.••.•.•••.•••••••••••••••
3 separate plats.... . .••...•••••••.•••••...••.••••.•••••.•••••
10 north ... ,........ 7 west............. Northwestern·.•.....•.
6 .. do............. 5. ~do.: ••••.•••.•.••.••• do •••••.•..••••.
7 .. do.... . ........ 7.• do .................... do ..••.••.•.•.••
6 .• do .••••••••.••• 4 .• do .••....•••.••.••... do .••... ~ .•...••
8 .. do............. 7 .• do., •••••••••••.•.... do •.••••.•.••..•
3 diagrams .. , ••••••..•••••..•.••..••••.. , •.•••••••••••••.•••

Subdivisions.
Double concessions ,
Correctional surveys.
do
do
do
do
Locations of claims and subdivisions .

~
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Diagrams sent up.
Total diagrams. I Separate plats.
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GENERAL's OFFICE,

12

Donaldsonville, La., Decembe1· 6, 1848.
P. T. LANDRY, Surveyor General, La.

G.
List of persons employed in the surveyor general's office at Donaldsonville, Louisiana.
Capacity employed.
Pierre T. Lanury .....•...•• , ••..• , • .
W. Warren •.....••.••••..•
J. A. L. Rosemond Landry ..•••••.••.
Leon J. Fremaux....................
J. B. Felix Gaudet ••••••.•••• ,, ••...
William Sevey • • . • • • . . • • . • . . . • . • • • • •
Aime Bercegeay.....................
JohnA.DeH.ussy ••..••••••....•..•.
Robert W. lloyd.....................
P. L. Commandeur • . • • • • . • • • • . • . • • • .
Augu~tu:::.

Ibcrville, Louisiana . . . • . • • . . . • Surveyor general ••••••.••••• , • • . • . • $2,000 per annum.
Worcester county, Mass ........ Chief clerk .••.••••••••••...•••••••• , 1 ,600 •.•. do.
Ascension , Louisiana ..••••.... Recording clerk..................... 1,000 •.•. do.
Paris, Frano.e. • • . • • . • • • • . • • . • Clerk..............................
800 ..•. do.
St. James, Louisiana .•.••••••• Draughtsman. .••• ••• ••••••.•.• ••••• 1,200 •••. do.
,.
"'
Lincoln county, J\1aine ...••.•...•.•. do............................ By the piec...
'- · ' ',
Gantl, Belginn1 ..•••••. , ...•.•...••• do •••••••....•....•..•.••••••..•.•.. do.
NewYork ..... _. •....•••..•••• Cl~rk_. •••••......•••••..... :··:-···· $1,200perann.um .
County of Antnm, Ireland..... Pnnmpal clerk, Greensburg d1stnct... $5 per d~y wb1le actually employed.
Lyons, France................ Clerk............................... By the p1ece.
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Donald$onville, La., December 6, 1848.
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P. T. LANDRY, Surveyor General, La.
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List of persons eomm'issioned by Pierre T. Landry, su'rveyor general, as deputy sur'lJeyors for tl~e district of
Louisiana.
Names.

Date of oath.

Residence.

~

How employed.

2, 1845
Donaldsenville, La •••••••.••••...••• Principal clerk, Greensburg district.
R . ,V, Boyd........................ June
Henry Waller .••• • ••••••....•..••••... .• .•••• do . ...... • Baton Rouge, La. • • • • • . . • • . • • . • . • • . Private surveys.
A. W. Warren .••••••..•••.••.••••.....••••. do ..•..... Donaldsonville, La.................. Chief clerk, surveyor general's office.
Silas Tavlor ..••••...•...•.•.•.......•.•..•. do ..•......••.•... do.......................... Contract in the Green:;burg dis~rict .
E. B. Richardson.................... June
4, 1845 ...•..•. do ...•.•.•••• ·~............. Has left tbe State.
J. B. Grinage....................... June
7, 1845
Thibodeaux, La .................... Private surveys.
Thomas lYiullen •.•••.••.•....•.•.•.•..•....• do ..•.•..• Waterloo •.••.•. • ••••....•..•.•••........•. do.
George '\V. Morse .••. , • , •.••• ,. . . . • . June 16, 1'84.5
Natchitoch es, La ................... Under contract in the northwestern district.
C. F. Berens ••••• , .......................... do ........ New Orleans....................... Private survevs.
G. W. Farmer ....•••• , ..................... do........ Ouachita, La ............................... do.
R. C. Brent......................... June 28, li45
Donaldsonville .•••• , .•.••••••• , ••...
James H. ·whitten................... July
2, 1845
Livingston parish .............. , , ........... do.
Theodore Gillespie................... Aug.
4 , 1~.45 ..••..•. do .................................. do.
Andrew Crawford .. .................. Aug. 6, 1B45
Point Coupee ..••.••••••••.•..••...• Under contract in the southeastern district.
Thomas H. Weightman............... Aug. 9, 1845
Thibodeaux .....•••••••• , .•••..•••• Pdvate surveys.
J. Cl a:~tton Taylor •..•......•.•...•••..•...•. llo..... . .. Donaldsonville .....•...•••.••••••... Under contract m the GreensbUI'g district.
Nathaniel Fulsom.................... Aug. 19, 1845
East F.eliciana ...................... Private surveys.
. .
A. L. Fields .......••...•...•• , . . . . . . Sept. 24, 1845
Fran kim, La......... • . . • • • • • . . • . • • Under contract in t.h e southwestern d1strwt .
W. B. H. Healey .......... . ... , ••••..•...... do ..•..... Rapides ............................ Private surveys .
.A.. S. Phelps........................ Oct.
2, 1845
Jefiers.on parl!>h ............................ do.
. .
G. S. Walmsley..................... Oct. 13, 1845
Natchitoches ........................ Under contract in the northwestern d1stl'lct.
Henry Curtis...... . ................. Oct. 14, 1£45
M01·ehouse, La ...•..••..•••....•.• , Private surveys.
Abner B. Miner...................... Nov. 17, 1845
New Iberia ................................. do.
·
East Baton R ouge ...•. , ••••.••.••••..••.... do.
Simeon Roberts...................... Nov. 18, 184~
Stephen Roberts...................... Nov. 26, 184:J ..•.•.•• do ...••• . •..••••••••• , ..•...•....... do
St. John the Baptiste............... Contract in the southeastern district.
Samuel Perin, jr....................... Nov. 24, 1845
John G. Berry....................... Jan. 12, 1846
Vicksburg, Miss.................... Deceased.
James P. Terrell ............... :..... Jan. 24, 1846
Plaqu~r~ine 1 La .................... Private surveys.
.
John Campbell. .. . . .. . . .. ............ Feb .
4, 1846
Vermllhonvlllc, La . . . ............... Contract in the southwestern district.
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Joseph Tt•oskolawski................. Feb. 28, 1846
W. T. Farmer....................... June
8, 1846
2, 1846
.John McDonald...................... July
Vincent Kirkland.. . . • • • • . • • • • • . . • . . . . July 11, 1846
Albert G. Pbe.lps..................... Feb. 14, 1846
William Acy, Jr...................... July 21, J846
E. Allon d'Hcmecourt................ July 30, 1846
Aaron Vandorn ••.•••.••••• , •.•.........•.... do ....•.•.
Pierre L. Commandeur .. , •.•... , • • • • • Sept. 26, 1846
S.M. Hyams .••.•••••••• ,.,, ••• ,.... Jan. 26, 1847
G. F. Connely. . • • .. • . .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. May
4, 1847
.J. Kleber Gourdain................... July 10, 1847
Charles G. Cabell.................... Nov. 16, 1847
Wilson C. Robert ............... ,.... Nov. 19, 1847
Henry Washington................... Dec. 22, 1847
W. J. McCulloh..................... Jan.
7 1848
James McCaulay ....... , .. , ... ,,.... Feb. 24, 1848
Thomas P. HalL .. .. • .. .. • • .. • .. .. . . April 8, 1848
M. Harnson .••••••.• ,............... Nov. 16, 1848
S. C. Hepburn............. • .. .. .. .. Dec. 4, 1848

SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Baton Rouge ••••• • •••••• • ••. •. • •... Contract 1n tho Greensburg district,
Ouacbtta............. . • . . . . . • • • • • • • • Private sur·..-eys.
0 pelousas ...........•.•....•..••..•...•.... do .
West Baton llou<Ye, ...•...•••..••......•..••. do.
Calcasin .•....• :'................... Contract in the southwestern district.
Vermillion ....•.•...•.•••....•••••• Private sarveys.
New Orleans ••.••..•.••••••••••.•.•.....•... do.
Carrol, La •......••••••••••••••.•• Contract in the. district north of Red river.
Donaldsonville •.••.•....•..•..••.•.. Employed as a clerk in the office.
Natchitoches ........................ Private surveys.
Terre Bonne •.••••....•...•....•.....••.•.. do.
Donaldsonville ... , • . • • • . . • • • • • • • . • • • . Instructions in the southeastern district .
Ascension, La........ . . • . . • • . • • • • . . Contract in tho Greensburg district.
Avoyelles ...... , ••••...••..•••.•.• , • Contract in tbe southwestern district.
Donaldsonville. • . • • • . • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • Contract in the district north of Red Yi ver.
..••.... do ••••••......••••••.••••...•.•..... do .••••••••. do .••••••••• uo·.
Opelousas ••• , ••.•.••••..•.•••..... , Private surveys.
De Soto ..••.. , •.•.•.• , ..•..•••••••.••..... do.
New Orleans .•.•••... , ••••••..•...•.•.•.•.. do.
Donaldsonville ...•• , ..... , •... ,..... Contract in the Greensburg district.

Donaldsonville, La., December 6, 1848.

P. T. LANDRY, Sttrveyo1·
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APPENDIX.

·.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

January 19, 1849.
I have the honor herewith to submit a communication from
· the Commissioner of the General Land Office, under date of the
SIR:

17th instant, enclosing a synopsis of the report of Dr. C. T. Jackson, on the geological survey made by him of the mineral·lands in
Michigan, and respectful1y request that the synopsis m~y be
printed with the commissioner's annual report.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Hon. R. C. WINTHRoP,
SperLker of the House of Representatives.

GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

January 17, 1849.
I have the honor to communicate the synopsis of the report of Dr. C. T. Jackson, on· the geological survey made by him
of the mineral lands in Michigan, and respectfully request that it
SIR:

may be communicated to Congres , and printed with the annual
report from this office, if such be the pleasure of that body. This
report, though dated on the 27th .November last, was received at
this office this day, and hence was not communicated earlier.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner.
Hon. R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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Synopsis of Docto·r C. T. Jackson's report of the progress of the
geological survey of the mineral lands of the United States in
Michigan, November 22, 1848.

BosToN, November 22, 1848.
SIR: I have the honor of transmitting to you a brief synopsis
of the labors performed by my assistants and myself, in the geological ann mineralogical survey of the mineral lands of the United
States in Michigan, in accordance with your letter of instructions.
I have already forwarded to your department the geological
map of Keweenaw Point, on which the limits of the mineral land
and all the features of the country are fully portrayed, and on
which the position of all the mines, whether wrought or abandoned,
are designated by characteristic signs, which are explained in
tablets. The nature of the rocks is shown by conventional colors,
and the heights of all the hills are marked on the map in figures.
I have also forwarded to the Commissioner of the General Land
Office the synopsis of the reports of Messrs. Whitney and Foster,
my assistants, and would commend them to your attention, as containing mu·ch valuable information.
The detailed reports are now in progress, and will be sent to you
some time during the winter. With those reports you will receive
a full series of good illustrative drawings, sections and plans of
mines, and a series of geological profiles, which have been drawn
from careful measureme.ttts; a series of astronomical observations
for the purpose of determining the latitude and longitude of
places will also be forwarded so soon as they shall have been recalculated.
A large collection of ro.cks, minerals. and metals has been made,
and most of the boxes have arrived in Boston, and will be carefully examined; and tb e minerals, after analysis, will be forwarded
to your department whenever you may so order.
I have great satisfaction in stating that, during the past summer,
much new and valuable information ha~ been· obtained concerning
the mineral lands of the United States in :Michigan; and it is grati-.
fying to be able to state that the few energetic efforts which have
been made in mining have been crowned with success; and that one
of the companies contemplates declaring a dividend to the stock~
holders.
It is unfortunate that so many of those who early engaged in
mining adventures on Lake Superior were so little acquainted with
the nature of enterprises of that kind, and looked for profitable
returns before the ground could be fairly opened, and that in consequence they w~re disappointed, and hence, in some instances,
have abandoned mines which will, in all probability, be opened
hereafter and profitably wrought. Those locations which were
taken mere} y for speculative purposes, without any judicious
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efforts to explore them, have been very properly abandoned; but
even some of those locations may hereafter be worthy of more
minute and careful exploration. In th~ course of improvements
taking place in the wilderness, new veins of metals and ores are
discovered; and within the district which we have designated as
mineral lands, there will doubtless be found many valuable mines
when the dense forest and deep foliage on the surface shall have
been removed, and the plough opens the soil, and building operations lay bare the rocks, which are generally not far removed from
the surface in those districts.
New de.velopments of the agricultural capabilities of the soil are
taking place; and already the country so recently reclaimed furnishes, from its own soil, a large proportion of the food required ·
by the inha'bitants. The forests, abounding in good timber, are
beginning to supply the saw mills, which are erected wherever
mining or settlements produce a demand for boards, plank, joist,
and shingles; and it cannot be long before there will be an increase of settlers on the newly acquired lands. It happens that
the mineral lands are those where trap rocks prevail, and where it
is the most liable to disintegration; and those districts are, also,
the best for agriculture where the soil is of trappean origin. Thus
we observe that the trees most characteristic of good rich soil
grow mostly on the trap ranges and near their borders; while the
soil on the sandstbne rocks is generally poor and sandy, and is
covered with a different class of forest trees. This is most remarkably the case on Keweenaw Point, insomuch that the \voodmen
and surveyors have noticed it, and have formed opinions, often
well grounded, as to the nature of the subjacent rocks.
By the researches of my assistants, the. extent of a valuable iron
ore district has been discovered, and inexhaustible supplies of the
best iron ores have been ascertained; while, at the same time,
those gentlemen have denoted the occurrence of ample supplies of
limestone required for working the iron ores, and of an abundance
of excellent hard wood for the manufacture of charcoal for fuel.
I beg leave to refer you to the report of my assistant, J. W. Fos·
ter, esq., and to the synopsis of Dr. John Locke's report last
year, in which two reports you will find tl1e two different sections
of the iron range exposed; and it is fairly to be inferred that a series of hills of iron ore occur between the Dead and Menomonie
rivers. A more extended survey of that very important and complicated district is still required, and will be completed during the
next summer.
In the district comprised between the Ontanagon river ·and Portage
lake, important disclosures of promising copper mines have been
made; and, during the past summer, numerous mining partie's have
settled upon the. upper waters of the Ontanagon, and have opened
mines which will, by next summer, be sufficiently proved to be reported upon. The character of the copper veins on the Ontaua·
gon is different from that of Keweenaw Point, the veins being differently situated, and running parallel with the course of the trappean dykes, or, as the miners say, "with the country;" hence, it .is
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yet uncertflin how . th~y may ultimately prove as to continuity and
depth. But little has yet been done there in the way of regular
mining, and some time must eJHpse before the veins can be proved.
Some of them appear to improve much as they are penetrated, and
the dip of the veins augment so that they look more and more promising. The Porcupine mountain mines have been wholly aband·oned, after fruitless and expensive se-arch for well uefined veins .
. The rock contains much disseminated copper in its metallic state;
but no wide and well characterized veins have been discovered.
The rocks are hard metamorphic sandstones fused almost into jasper, and hard epidote beds occur containing a little copper. I beg
leave to refer you to the report of my assistant, J. D. Whitney,
esq., for details of the mineral character of that district. Isle
Royale was partially explored by me and my party last year, and
the whole coast was thoroughly examined; a sectio·n was surveyed
across the island, and aJl the statistics that could then be obtained
were collected. During the past summer, I have caused the inte·
rior of the island to be explored by two of my sub agents, Messrs.
George J. Dickenson and James Mcintire, who have explored each
township on the island, and .traced the limits of all the rocks which
could be discovered. Owing to the unsettled state of that district,
much inconvenience was sutTered in making their explorations; but
still enough has been ascertained for the completion of a geological
map of the island so soon as the township plats and sub-divisions
are returned to the surveyor general and copies are transmitted to
me. There will still be explorations of the c·opper veins made,
for only very superficiai excavations have thus far been attempted.
It will be necessary to carry canoes into the inland lakes, in order
to explore the abrupt precipitous cliffs which project into them,
and are of the mineral bearing class.
A small party will complete the survey of that island the next
season. Considerable masses of pure copper have been extracted
from the rocks, and several regular veins have been opened which
require more extended exa.minations.
.
The magnetic obsen·ations which I was requested to have made
<>ver my district have been, by your consent and approval, assigned
to Dr. John Lock, who is also, as I understand, to extend them
over Dr. Owen's district in Wisconsin. This arrangement was recommended by me, and was, I believe, concurred in by Dr. Owen.
The geological and mineralogical surveys are thus rendered more
manageable, and are less incumbered with instruments and delayed
by other kinds of observations.
I learn that Dr. Lock did not enter upon his labors in the magnetic survey during the past summer, probably owing to the lateness of the passage of the a·p propriation bill, and other engagements.
In order not to complicate our accounts, it will be well to set apart
a specific sum to be devoted to the magnetic survey of the two land
.districts, so that we may know how much we have to expend on the
geological and mineralogical surveys. During the past summer
we have had with us the two chronometers which the government
authorized me to purchase, and by means of them and two ex-
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cellent sextants, the latitudes and longitudes of many important
poihts have been accurately determined by Mr. Whitney and myself.
In order to make a greater nurp ber of observations, and to employ the right time, it will be useful to furnish me with a good
altitude and azimuth instrument, or a 6-inch Ka.ter's circle, so that
a series of observations on the stars might be taken. We have
found it Yery difficult to measure the altitude of stars with a sextant and artificial horizon in the evening atmosphere on the coast
of Lake Superior, and stars only of high altitudes can be employed
on account of the remarkable refraction which so affects stars of
low altitude as to vitiate the observations. Already \Ve have a vast
number of uncalculated observations to work up, and many to recalculate before reporting them, they will furnish a most valuable
contribution to the geography of the country.
Our.barometrical observations during the last year's survey have
been very accurate, and the results cannot fail to inspire engineers
with confidence in good barometers. All the tubes were selected
and fitted by me, and two excellent station barometers were kept
at different points on the lake coast, ~nd carefully observed during
all measurements inland. The due point was ascertained. in all
possible cases, and all the experiments were made with well proved
instruments which were repeatedly compared with those at our first
station. We have measured the heights of all the mountains and
the depths of all the river valleys wherever we have been, and a
series of very instructive sections have been drawn from the results
of barometrical measurements and geological researches. I have
descended into every mine repeatedly, exploring every vein, and
measuring the thickness, dip, antl course of the lode, and have collected specimens of every ore and accompanying mineral. The
temperature of the mines at various depths has been carefully measured by good thermometers, and some important geological results
have been arrived at. Already two or three of the Lake Superior
copper mines have attained a sufficien.t depth to indicate an approach towards the heated interior of the globe, and the results of
thermometric experiments will be continued as the mines penetrate
to greater depths.
The extraordinary phenomenon of regular veins of solid metal!' c
copper in the Lake Superior mines has justly excited the admiration of miners and geologists in all parts of the world. A short
time since the copper rock brought from the Ontanagon river and
which now lies near the government offic s in Washington, was
looked upon as one of the wonders of the worlrl, but now it would
be regarded as a small mass at the lake mines. Solid pieces of
copper of 50 and even 80 tons weight; have been taken from the
veins of the Boston and Pittsburg, and Copper Falls Cornpanyis
mines; and the miners· are now cutting up masses 2~ fee.t thick,
which were taken out of the vein 236 feet from· the surface. Native
silver occurs with most of the native copper aJ; the aboYe mentioned
veins, and the pieces now saved at the. stamping mills will add no
small value to the proceeds of the mines.
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The .Boston and Pittsbur~ Company have sent. from their mine on

Eagle river, during this year, about 900 tons of metallic copper,
much of which is in masses of from 2000 to 3000 lb.s. each. The
copper is cut up by means of chisels, and is reJuced to a manageable weight for transportation. The metal is drawn on c.arts or
sleds about three miles to the mouth of Eagle river, where it is
shipped for the Sault Ste. l\Tarie, and from thence, a fter being carted
one mile to the navigable waters below the falls, it is shipped
to Buffalo or to some port in Ohio. The cost of delivery of the
copper in .Boston 1 Baltimore, or P ittsburg, is estimated at $15 per
ton.
The Copper Falls mine is about four miles east of Eagle river,
and is wrought to a considerable depth." It has furnished a large
supply of copper and silver; but there has not been so extensive
an opening of the ground made yet as at the Boston and Pittsburg
company's mines.
The other min-es have be€n only partia1Jy opened, and are not yet
in a condition to send much metal to matket. The North-west
company own a very valuable mine a few miles from Eagle Harbor, which promises to prove rich and profitable. The Lake Superior company have, for a time, suspended operations, but, it is understood, will soon renew them, the company having purchased
their location, or a portion of it.
I have mentioned a few of the working mines, as examples of the
mining operations going on, on Keweenaw Point. Other mines will
be opened before long, and those on the Ontanagon river and on
Isle Royale will soon be sufficiently proved to decide whether they
can be worked to advantage or not. I shall have the honor of laying before yon more detailed accounts in my report, which I shall
make during the winter.
I will now give you an account of the organization of my corps
of assistants for the survey made during the past summer. ·
The two assistants appoi .1 ted by me were-lvrr. Josiah D. Whitney, of Northampton, l\fassachusetts; .1\'Ir. John W. Foster, of
Zanesville, Ohio. ·
~Ir. Samuel W. Hill, of Michigan, was appointed surveyor, and
Dr. Walcott Gibbs, of New York, was appointed sub-agent.
The assistant sub-agents were-Mr. George J. Dickenson, of
:Boston, Massachusetts; .Mr. James Mcintire, of Bangor, l\'Iaine;
Mr. George 0. llarnes, of Plymouth, :Massachusetts.
.
Mr. C. A. Joy, of New York, was appointed clerk and chrono~
meter keeper; a.n d 1\fr. A. W. Thayer, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, chronometer keeper. He also had charge of the astronomical and barometrical calculations.
l\ir. JosephS .. Kendall, of Bo ton, was employed as observer of
stationary barometer at Copper Harbor, and .had charge of the instruments left the.re. Mr. William Schlatter was employed as
draughtsman.
The first party, conducted by me, consisted of lVIr. J. \V. Foster,
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assistant geologist; Mr. S. \V. Hill, surveyor; Mr. G. 0. Barnes,
assistant sub- agent; Mr. A. W. Thayer, chronometer keeper, &c.
This party surveyed Keweenaw Point, and collected minerals for
the geological maps, and for the sections and plans of that district.
The second party c_onsisted of Mr. J. D. Whitney, assistant geologist; Dr. Walter Gtbbs, sub-agent; Mr. C. A. Joy, chronometer
keeper, &c.
This party surveyed the country between the Montreal river and'
Portage lake, on Keweenaw Point, and prepared a geological map
of their district, &c.
The third party consisted of two assistant sub· agents-l\1:r.
George J. Dickenson and Mr. James 1\tlclntire.
This party explored the interior of Isle Royale, and marked out
the outlines of the geology, and made a series of geological pro·
files across the island, illustrating its geology and topography.
The fourth party was taken from the first, by detaching from it
Mr. J. W. Foster and Mr. S. W. Hill, who were sent to explore
the country along the Menomonie river, from the head of Keweenaw bay to the Little Bay du Noquet. The synopsis by Mr. Foster I have sent you.
When Messrs. Dickenson and Mcintire returned from Isle
Royale, they were associated with Mr. Whitney's party in the survey of Keweenaw Point, a~ove the portage, where a very interesting deposit of. fossiliferous limestone h~s been discovered, which
will probably gtve a clue to the geological age of the red sandstone of Ke\veenaw Point.
The whole of the Point Keweenaw is now surveyed with sufficient accuracy to limit the lines of mineral land.
The whole district around the _head of Keweenaw bay for six miles, or even more,
inJand, is not mineral land, and may be sold for agricultural use.
The two missionary establishments-the Catholic and Methodistare situated near the head of the bay, on sandstone strata; and
E>ince they are not on mineral land they are entitl€d to buy it at
agricultural prices.
The map I had th~ honor to se~d you last September will give
you an accurate outlme of the mmeral !ands on Keweenaw Point.
All that is painted yellow on the map is sandstone, and may be '
sold at once as agricultural land. Th.tt colored green is mineral
land, but some of it is not suitable for mining, I shall point. out
those locations which should be reserved in my detailed report.
The iron district is Yery valuable, and, if thoroughly explored,.
will be made available:in the market. It is understood that iron
ores are not reserved; but still their occurrence should be made
known, since the immediate sale of the land, at any prices, depends
mostly on the occurnnce of valuable ores.
I propose to complete the outline of the geology of the mineral
lands next summer, and shall need for the purpose about six thousand dollars, in addition to the balance of the unexpended appropriation for this year. The work remaining unfinished, being im-
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portant to a proper vie-w of the mineral value of the land district,
I trust the government will be willing to complete it.
With high consideration, I have the honor to be, your obedient
servant,

CHARLES T. JACKSON,
U. S. Geologist for the Ch1:ppeway Land District
in Michigan.
Hon. R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treasury

